
 
  

 
  
As this terms draws to a close, we have been reflecting 
on the successes of the last few months.  So much has 
been achieved by so many and it has been a great 
pleasure to be part of the celebrations of these 
successes. 
 
Our partnerships with external organisations are a 
particular strength at Bow; ensuring that all of our young 
people are exposed to an array of stimulating 
opportunities to open their eyes to what is possible after 
school.  This term we have had – and you will have seen 
reports of some of these vents in previous newsletters – 
colleagues form the City in school running workshops to 
deliver key financial skills, problem solving exercises and 
business mentoring, to name but a few.  Our work with 
the creative businesses also continues and we are hoping 
to have a mural painted on one of our external staircase 
walls before the end of term.  Internally, one of our large 
atrium walls is soon to have a display of Philosophical 
questions raised and explored by years 7 and 8 in their 
P4C sessions. 
 
A particular delight for the school this year has been our 
Year 13 student group.  A new experience for the school, 
we have been watching them grow in to fine young men, 
working hard to prepare for their A level exams and 
sorting out their applications for university or for 
employment next year.  Many of them have been with us 
since year 7 and we are enjoying being with them as they 
emerge into adulthood! 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over the summer break last year, a number of Year 12 (now 
Year 13) students engaged in a wide range of Summer Schools 
and Summer Holiday activities.  6 of them shared their stories 
with us at a stimulating and inspiring event this week.  The 
audience was swept away hearing about their amazing 
adventures, listening to the students as they told us how they 
themselves had grown and developed as a result of their 
experiences and taking pleasure in hearing their advice to 
younger students:  Go out and take hold of every opportunity 
that comes your way – there is a whole different world 
outside of Bow – take a risk and push yourself out of your 
comfort zone, it’s worth it.  And so on. 
 
I wish you all a very restful break, and remind you that term 
starts again on January 4th at 8.30am. 
 
 
 

  

 
  

KEY DATES   

DECEMBER 2015 
18 END OF TERM 

JANUARY 2016 

4 ALL STUDENTS RETURN TO SCHOOL 

20 PARENT FORUM 

27 DROP DAY  

28 YEAR 11 PARENTS EVENING – 3:30PM – 6:30PM 

   
    
   
   
   
   
   

11
th

 December 2015 



 

 
 

 
The year 10 Music GCSE class gave a very polished performance at the Key Stage 4 and 5 Celebration of Achievements 

evening on the 2nd December. Students had spent time in lessons preparing an arrangement of Price Tag by Jessie J prior 
to the performance, which took place on the mezzanine in the Waterside Theatre. Congratulations to these students, 

especially as for many of them it was their first public performance of any kind!  
 

 
Rising to the Challenge – The Bow Way 

 

 

 
Bow Sixth Form and Phoenix Sixth Form students enjoyed a fantastic day of team building fun on Thursday.  They had to 
complete a variety of challenges, including ‘Stepping Stones’ and ‘Crazy Maze’, and were awarded points based on their 

planning, communication, team work and motivation for each challenge.  Congratulations to Team Dave who were 
crowned the winners!  

 
 

Working together – The Bow Way 
 

 

YEAR 10 MUSIC GCSE                                               MS JONES 

DROP DAY TEAM BUILDING CHALLENGES        MS AMBLER 
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Thank you to all staff and students for your donations and showing your support by wearing your jeans. With your help we 

managed to raise over £300 for the charity.  
 

A note from Jeans for genes charity.  
“We want to say a huge thank you for all your extraordinary fundraising efforts on Jeans for genes day. It has made a 

world of a difference for children with genetic disorders”. 

 
Rising to the challenge – The Bow Way 

 

 

 
On 3rd December the students and staff at Bow School took part in their second Drop Day of the academic year. Each year 
group had a bespoke carousel of activities specifically designed to allow the students to learn via new experiences. Year 7 

worked with English and two Drama practitioners to learn about World Aids Day, creating information leaflets. Year 8 took 
part in bespoke Skills Master classes facilitated by a variety of departments, which aimed to support students in mastering 
a key skill for a particular subject. Year 9 looked forward to the GCSE options choosing process which will start early next 
year. They experience GCSE taster sessions from a variety of subjects, helping students to consider which subjects best 
develop their individual skills and interests. Year 10 took part in a carousel of PSHE activities which focused on Positive 
Choices and Positive Thinking. We welcomed a presenter from LBTH who led a workshop about the risks of Alcohol, as 
well as young volunteers from The Crib who presented on knife crime. Year 11 enjoyed a workshop delivered as part of 

the Barclays Lifeskills project, learning about interview and workplace skills. A great day was had by all. 
 
 

Working Together – The Bow Way 

JEANS FOR JEANS DAY                                             MS UDDIN 

DROP DAY                                                         MS KHERA-LYE 



 

 
On Tuesday 3rd November 2015, 24 students attended the Big Bang Fair at Westminster Kingsway College. Students 
attended pop-up stalls, which had challenging tasks such as trying to save towns from flooding and creating strong 

structures from just newspaper. Highlights also included taking part in a games design workshop which could be played 
via the Oculus Rift, which we had the opportunity to try out as well! The day ended on a high with a dance session making 

moves to the electromagnetic spectrum.  
Everyone enjoyed themselves and had definitely been exposed to the extensive STEM opportunities out there.  

 
By: Riazul Ikram 9O 

 
Learning from Every Situation – The Bow Way 

 

 

 
Year 9 students were working with interACT and Tower Hamlets Enterprise Business Partnership supported by volunteers 
from local employers as students were presented with various scenarios where conflict could arise by a group of actors. 

The communication programme and ‘restorative theatre’ case studies allowed students’ to develop their; communication, 
collaboration and problem solving skills, their ability to influence a situation through positive communication and 

behaviour, their overall resilience, self-awareness and self-responsibility, plus their leadership and assertiveness skills.  
 

The students discussed possible paths of action and, through several activities, learned ways to communicate what would 
resolve or avoid the conflict. Throughout the workshop the actors altered and changed the scenarios based on the 
suggestions made by the students, providing a fun, risk-free environment for students to trial new behaviours and 

learning. The actors were provided by Actorshop - an award winning theatre company which is experienced in delivering 
engaging, innovative and impactful educational programmes to schools. 

 

THE SCIENCE BIG BANG FAIR                                 MS UDDIN 

YEAR 9 COMMUNICATIONS WORKSHOP          MR DECKERS 
 



 

 
We have had a busy and exciting half term!  Take a look at some of the activities we have been participating in. 

 
Careers In Theatre – 12.11.15 

Year 9 students were invited to spend the day at Half Moon Theatre exploring different technical and performance 
elements of drama.  Students from Bow worked collaboratively with two other schools to create a piece of theatre based 

on a stimulus material. 
 

 
'On Thursday 11th and Friday 12th of December, 19 students from Year 8 attended the PDC in Bethnal Green to take part 
in training and workshops to allow them to become peer mentors as part of a smoking prevention programme in Tower 
Hamlets. All of the students participated with enthusiasm and represented the school brilliantly! They will now use the 

skills that they have developed to work with students in their year group to prevent them from taking up smoking.' 
 

 

 
On Thursday the 10th of December, Bow Sixth Form celebrated a year of success at the Summer Journeys Celebration 

Event. Our journey from the old site to the new building not only extended the scope of Bow School, but introduced the 
sixth form. The wonderful journey of the students was reflected in their passionate presentations about their summer 

adventures; an expedition to Canada, travel to the US, a Nuffield Science Research Placement, a host of summer schools 
and medical work experience. The glamorous and exciting event was well attended by students, staff and governors who 
heard key messages of “look beyond the bubble that is Bow” and “there is a whole world of opportunity out there. Grab 

it” from the expeditions, local and further afield. An evening of discussion could never suffice to celebrate all the 
achievements of the students, nor the team who organised the event, but nevertheless underlined the importance of 

celebrating success #thebowway. 
 

 
 

DRAMA AT BOW SCHOOL                                    MS CROMBIE 

YEAR 8                                                                      MS POWELL  

SIXTH FORM                                                      MS DELLAGANA 
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