
 
  

 
  
Happy New Year everyone and welcome back to a new 
term at Bow School.  Our calendar is as packed as ever 
with exciting opportunities for our students to get 
involved in.  Some of these are already under way and 
are reported in this newsletter, others will no doubt 
feature in future editions. 
 
Our Sixth Form students are currently very busy with 
their mock exams and most of the Year 13 cohort are 
also heavily involved in the process of applying to 
university for study next year.  This has been very 
exciting for all of us as we eagerly await for the calls to 
interview and the conditional offers.  We are very proud 
of the students and delighted that so many of them are 
getting good offers from top universities.  They have all 
done exceptionally well, and in particular, I would like to 
congratulate Mohibur Rahman who has been made an 
offer to study the immensely popular course in Politics, 
Philosophy and Economics (PPE) at Magdalen College, 
Oxford University.  For all of year 13, their offers reflect 
the considerable hard work and commitment to study 
and to developing impressive profiles of enrichment 
activities and we now wish them all well as they work to 
achieve the grades that they need. 
 
Year 11 completed their mock exams in December and 
are waiting now to find out how they fared.  Mock Exam 
Result Day is on 21st January and will be followed by our 
Sixth Form Open Evening where they will be able to find 
out more about the offer at Bow for A Level study.  We 
look forward, also, to meeting all of their parents on 
January 28th at the year 11 Parent Evening. 
 
This term Year 9 student will be deciding which GCSE 
courses they want to follow.  The Pathways Evening is on 
February 11th and will provide parents and students the 
information they need to make these important 
decisions. 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are now involved in a number of really exciting 
international projects.   

 Some of our Year 9 students have developed, through 
a project with the British Council, a link with a school 
in Syria and are exploring key sustainability goals with 
them as well as demonstrating solidarity with the 
school.   

 Additionally, you will read in this newsletter that we 
have been selected as one of just 12 schools across 
the country to be a part of an internationally 
prestigious project to commemorate the significant 
loss of life on the Somme 100 years ago.  We are 
joining forces with a French school to develop a piece 
of art for a major event in France, in July, to which 25 
students are invited.   

 This month we will be hosting more school leaders 
from Denmark who are coming to spend time at Bow 
to understand the work we have done to improve the 
school.  They hope to learn from us and take back 
ideas on School Improvement to their own schools in 
Denmark. 

 
The voice of parents continues to be important in shaping the 
ways in which we work with our students to raise standards 
and I look forward to seeing another large group of parents 
attending the Parent Forum meeting next week.  We have a 
vacancy for a Parent Governor and will soon be writing to you 
all about this.  In the meantime, our parent governors attend 
the Forum and you can ask them more about their roles at 
this point. 
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As part of an ongoing social enterprise initiative a group of Year 9 students pitched their social enterprise idea to the 
Senior Leadership Team. Pitching, in a dragons den style presentation, the students pitched for £210 to start their own 

‘social enterprise’ in Bow School.  
 

A social enterprise is an organisation that applies commercial strategies to maximize improvements in human and 
environmental well-being which may include maximising social impact rather than profits. The groups social enterprise 

project called Quick Equip and is a stationery shop, and they will be selling many products!  
 

Quoting team lead Ralph Bennett-Richards its clear the group of students had fun. “It was a daunting task but everyone 
managed to pull their weight to secure the funding. It was a great boost to team morale! Watch out for us soon!” 

 
Rising to the challenge – The Bow Way 

 
 

KEY DATES   

JANUARY 2016 

  

20 PARENT FORUM 

27 DROP DAY  

28 YEAR 11 PARENTS EVENING, 3:30PM – 6:30PM 

FEBRUARY 2016 

1 EARLY CLOSURE FOR WHOLE STAFF TRAINING – 1:45PM FINISH 

11 YEAR 6 PATHWAYS EVENING, 3:30PM – 6:30PM 

15 SPRING HALF TERM 

22 RETURN TO SCHOOL 

   
    
   
   
   
   
   
 

SOCIAL ENTERPRISE PITCH TO SCHOOL LEADERSHIP    MR DECKERS 



 

 
 

A Reading Year at Bow has launched with a visit, for the whole of Year 7, from top author ALI SPARKES who presented 
 

MUSIC, MONSTERS & MAKING THINGS UP! 
 

Ali told us how music influences her and is a strong theme throughout a number of her stories.  
It features in ‘Frozen In Time’, ‘Dark Summer’ and – very definitely in sci-fi adventure ‘Destination Earth’. Not least 
because legendary 80s funk pop band Level 42 are very much part of the story, helping to save Earth from aliens!  

When Ali read us some extracts from the book we found out that this is not as mad as it sounds! 
After her talk Ali answered some questions from students and gave out signed postcards of her latest book ‘Car-Jacked’ 

for everyone. 
In addition 10 very lucky students, selected by their form tutors and Mr Stein, each received a copy of ‘Destination Earth’ 

which Ali signed for them. 
All of Ali Sparkes’s books are also in stock in our library and there was quite a queue for them the next day! 

 
Bow’s Year of Reading will continue with reading challenges and competitions, reader recommendation displays, more 

author visits and lots and lots of books! 
For books and more information on the Reading Year come to the LRC! 

 
Happy New Reading Year! 

Ms H Clark – Librarian 
Ms N Rahman - LRC Assistant 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning from every situation – The Bow Way 
 

 
 

BOW LAUNCHES INTO A READING YEAR!           MS CLARK 



 

 
 

This Spring 25 pupils will be involved in an exciting project commemorating the battle of the Somme 100 years ago, 
organised by the British Council. This project will be run by the Art, History and Modern Foreign Languages departments. 
We will be working with a partner school in France on an Art project and will take part in the commemoration event in 

July in France.  We are one of 12 schools across the country lucky to have been invited to take part in the Commemoration 
Service itself with our students standing side by side with world leaders. 

 

Respecting Each Other – The Bow Way 
 

 

 
 

Following a gruelling term of interviews and the Thinking Skills Admissions Test, Mohibur Rahman, in Year 13, has been 
offered a place to study Politics, Philosophy and Economics at Magdalen College, Oxford; the college that tops the 

university’s academic performance tables.  Once he has finished celebrating, he must focus on achieving the A grades that 
the university are asking of him, but a bright future certainly beckons. 

 

 
Celebrating Success – The Bow Way 

 
 

SOMME PROJECT                                                  MR GILLMAN 

SIXTH FORM – UNIVERSITY SUCCESS         MS DELLAGANA 

To receive Email Newsletters please sign up on our website: www.bow-school.org.uk 


