
 
  

 
  
The past fortnight has been as busy as ever, with our 
students in the news, achieving well in competitions and 
taking part in some very exciting workshops.  You will 
read on these pages, for example, of the success of our 
Enterprise group in Year 10:  Team Achieve HIRE.  They 
finished 2nd at the Mosaic London Regional Enterprise 
Challenge earlier this week.  The team missed the top 
spot by a whisker and, although they did not make it all 
the way, they can bask in the knowledge that their idea, 
and the pitching of their idea, beat many other schools 
across London.  I was incredibly proud to receive an 
email from the organisers about how well the team 
worked and to hear that one of the judges made a point 
of going over to the team to tell them that they had a 
fabulous business idea and thought that they should be 
willing to take the idea further and convert it into a real 
business plan.   
 
Public speaking competitions are great ways of 
encouraging our students to develop key skills for life 
around building their confidence, improving their 
presentation skills and generally developing the key skills 
that they will need at university and in employment.  
Year 10 have also been busy in this area and Eduardo 
made us all proud by performing exceptionally well at 
the Tower Hamlets Public Speaking Final where he was 
up against accomplished speakers from other local 
schools.  Although not the winner, he was fantastically 
confident and showed great skill in entertaining his 
audience.  Another speaking competition – the Jack 
Petchey Speak Out competition is next on the agenda 
and we have Harvinder as the Bow School hope for this 
event. 
 
For the past two weeks, the school has been buzzing 
with Science activities.  The Science team has set up a 
wide range of engaging and thought-provoking activities 
to promote Science and to encourage young people to 
consider the importance of Science in their everyday 
lives as well as considering this as a possible career 
route.  Nationally, this week is Science week and it began 
in our Science labs with a big bang as Sky News filmed TV 
Scientist Greg Foot working with some of our students 
on some very exciting experiments.  There is some 
information about this later in this newsletter.   

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week is also Autism Awareness and our colleagues on site 
from Phoenix have been promoting this around the school 
and have also launched two excellent clips from the BBC News 
Report showing great partnership work between Bow and 
Phoenix students undertaking a joint project exploring 
environmental issues. 
 
In earlier newsletters you will have found out about the very 
exciting Somme project that some of our students and staff 
are working towards.  Next week they have a full day to 
further develop their work in this area and to continue with 
their preparations for the big event in July.  There is much 
more information on this project in the magazine which will 
be published by the end of term. 
 
Last week, on Drop Day 4, the whole school was involved in a 
range of workshops exploring the themes behind 
International Women’s Day.  This, again, was a great learning 
experience for students and staff alike as they worked with 
different people as usual, in different ways, exploring 
important themes in innovative ways.   
 
This half term has been a short one, but nonetheless a busy 
one.  We finish for the Easter holiday at 3.15pm on Thursday 
24th March.  The new term starts at 8.40am on Monday April 
11th.  As usual, there will be some revision classes for exam 
groups running over the break.  The information around these 
will be given to the students in years 11, 12 and 13. 
 
I wish you all a very restful holiday, 
 
 
                                                                   Cath Smith 
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Tower Hamlets Transitions Support Programme  

Tuesday 22 March 2016: 11.00–13.00 

Venue: Parents Advice Centre 

 

Do you need advice and information on making an appeal for a Year 7 secondary school place for your child? Tower 

Hamlets Parents Advice Centre (PAC) is offering Workshops to parents and carers explaining the admissions appeals 

process.  No appointment necessary. 

 

NHS Consultation Sessions – Mental Health 
Thursday 7 April 2016: 11.00-14:00.  Venue: Osmani Centre 
Thursday 14 April 2016: 16.30 to 18.30.  Venue: Chrisp Street Idea Store 
 
Your local NHS invites you to come along, learn about and give your views on projects to help improve mental health for 

children and young people in Tower Hamlets. 

 

Volunteer with Young People in Tower Hamlets 

Volunteer today and you can support disabled children and young people to get involved with activities in the local 

community and make the most of their free time. 

 

Full details of all the above events can be accessed via the school website by selecting 

‘Parents’ then ‘What’s on…’  

 

 

KEY DATES   

  

MARCH 2016 

22            YEAR 6 – SECONDARY TRANSFER PARENTS VISITS – 09.30-10.30 

22            SIXTH FORM ADMISSIONS MEETINGS – 15.30-18.00 

24            END OF SPRING TERM (PLEASE NOTE THIS IS NOT AN INSET DAY,  

                STUDENTS EXPECTED AT SCHOOL AS USUAL.  SPRING BREAK  

                COMMENCES 25
TH

 MARCH) 

 

APRIL 2016 

11           RETURN TO SCHOOL - START OF SUMMER TERM  

27           PARENTS FORUM – 09.30-11.30  

Year  

 

 

 

   
    
   
   
   
   
   
 

WHAT’S ON FOR PARENTS                                   MR JONES 



  

 

                                                         
 

 
 
BOW’S YEAR OF READING CONTINUES! 
On March 3rd, continuing with Bow’s Year of Reading, we held various activities to celebrate World Book Day!  As is 
traditional (at Bow) members of staff dressed up as book characters, which ranged from the interesting (Mr Clayden as Tin 
Tin) to the hilarious (Mr Stein as The Boy In The Dress).  This year, Year 7 students got the opportunity to dress up as well!  
All the students who did so will receive a free book and some Library goodies as a reward! 
 
We ran a competition, part of which was for students to guess the characters staff were dressed up as and the second 
part was to be ‘Literary Detectives’ and answer a series of questions displayed around the LRC Library. Most of the 
questions got answered but the one that students (and staff) struggled with was the riddle: What seven letter word could 
fit hundreds of letters in it?  Can you solve it? 
 

 

WORLD BOOK DAY                                                                     MS CLARK 
 



Those who completed the competition will get the chance to choose a book from a special selection put together by 
Library staff. 
 
In the LRC Library we held a Prize Draw for some previous year’s World Book Day £1 books. Every student who borrowed 
a book got to pick a ticket and win the book named on it! This was extremely popular and lots of books were borrowed! 
 
In the afternoon the top Library users in Year 8 got to go to Stepney Green Maths and Computing College for a talk by top 
Australian children’s author Morris Gleitzman. The large audience really enjoyed hearing his tips on the best way to start 
writing stories especially the bits about rude submarine drawings and squashed toads!  Each student who went got to 
choose one of his books to keep. 
 
On top of all this teachers had the chance to discuss what reading means to them and their favourite book as a teenager.  
 
Oh! I nearly forgot – every Key Stage 3 student received a World Book Day £1 token to redeem by 27th March! 
 
Altogether a great World Book Day at Bow !  ! 

 
Learning from Every Situation – The Bow Way 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Bow School recently hosted a regional heat for the National UKMT Team Maths competition, whereby 24 schools 
competed against each other trying to solve challenging Maths problems. The Bow School Team consisted of Jacky Huynh 
(9O), Peter McCartney (9W), Jame Huynh (8S) and Tahmid Shahid (7W).  
 
We are incredibly proud of the boys for training hard after school throughout the Spring Term and achieving a very 
impressive 4th place at the main event! A fantastic achievement when considering the tough field they were up against. 
 
 

Rising to the Challenge – The Bow Way 
 

 

 
 

NATIONAL UKMT MATHS COMPETITION        MR SHEMOON 



 

 
 

 
 

     
 
 

 
 

 

 

BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK                         BY BOW SCIENCE 

To receive Email Newsletters please sign up on our website: www.bow-school.org.uk 



 
 
Science Week is the biggest promotion of Science to the general public, celebrated across the UK from 11th-20th 
March. The aim of Science Week is to promote the relevance of science, engineering and technology in our everyday 
lives and to demonstrate just how important it is to the future development of British society and the economy. 
  
This year Bow School put on a spectacular show to celebrate this annual event. We took a pledge to take part in a 
demo day on 17th March in which KS3 were invited along to watch exciting experiments demonstrated by Mr Chu 
and Mr Singh.  
  
There was also a group of 30 KS3 pupils who went to Birmingham NEC to attend the national Big Bang Fair on 
Wednesday 16th March.  There were hundreds of interactive activities, mind-boggling shows and great careers 
information for pupils to explore.  
  
A group of 30 Year 7 pupils took part in "Mystery at the Museum" in which they had to use their scientific knowledge 
and understanding to solve the puzzle.  
  
Twelve Year 7 students also participated in the IET Faraday Challenge. Their challenge was to design a prototype of a 
small gadget. They were given micro-bits which they had to code to do exactly what they wanted. They then had to 
present their idea in front of an audience …. and all that in a matter of four hours! They did an amazing job and came 
up with some brilliant ideas for their micro-bit such as a calorie counter.  
  
A group of pupils also took the Young Engineers STEM workshop. They were faced with the task of building a small 
battery powered car using everyday materials. All teams rose to the challenge and worked very well in their groups. 
The end product - some amazing designs and some very fast cars.  
 
We also had many internal events taking place such as the dissection club in which pupils had the chance to dissect 
some very unusual animals such as a pigeon, frog and a rat. They were able to learn about the anatomy of these 
animals and the similarities and differences to their own.  
  
Bow Science put on an array of opportunities to engage and inspire the pupils and they did exactly that. A huge thank 
you to all the Science Team for making Science week a huge success.  

 

Rising to the Challenge – The Bow Way 
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We are very fortunate that TV Scientist, Greg Foot (known for creating spectacular demonstrations on TV and big 
Science shows on stage) arrived at Bow School on Monday 14th March, as part of British Science Week, to set students 
imaginations alight with physics and chemistry demonstrations.  The annual campaign aims to inspire teachers, 
technicians and pupils to explore new concepts, to provoke discussions and generate excitement through running 
hands-on science demonstrations in class.   In the first picture above, Greg Foot creates a bottle rocket with student 
Peter McCartney (9W).  In the second picture Sadie Weems (7E) and Ellie Conn (7C) create coloured flames in a lab 
experiment.  All students involved thoroughly enjoyed the day. 

 
Learning From Every Situation – The Bow Way 

 

 
 

VISIT BY TV SCIENTIST, GREG FOOT        BY BOW SCIENCE 

To receive Email Newsletters please sign up on our website: www.bow-school.org.uk 



 

 
 

 
 

 
A team from Bow School attended the London Final of the Enterprise Challenge on Wednesday 16th March at the 
London Offices of Ernst and Young in Canary Wharf.  The boys were very nervous beforehand as no team from the 
school had entered the competition before.  Five finalists: from Skinners Academy (Hackney), Park View (Haringey), 
Eden Girls School (Waltham Forest), Westminster Academy (Westminster) as well as the team from Bow had to deliver a 
business pitch based on an original idea that they had devised for a potential new enterprise.  The audience was large 
and made up of business people and five judges.   
 
Overall, our team came second, which was a magnificent achievement …. the boys did themselves and the school 
proud!  Their success is all the greater when the scale of their achievement is taken into account – second place in a 
competition involving 180 schools throughout London. 
  

 
Well Done Team 'Achievehire': 

 
Arife Hussain 10W, Shadur Rahman 10S, Muksudul Hoque 10O, Ashraf Ali 10O and Ibrahim Ahmed 10S. 

 
 
 

Celebrating Success – The Bow Way 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

LONDON FINAL – ENTERPRISE CHALLENGE                            MR ORAM 



 
 

 

 
 

The students in year 7 have been studying Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. They have been using different drama 

forms to create interesting, creative and innovative performances. In this picture, the group is using ‘People as Props’ 

to show how a new chocolate machine at the Wonka Factory operates. They used levels, timing, sounds and 

synchronisation to create a wonderful machine with a conveyor belt! Well done to everyone who has shown their 

creativity in such a positive way! 

Also, massive congratulations to the students involved in Drama in the Mix – both their radio plays have been 

accepted by Rich Mix and they will perform them, live, in the summer over East London Radio station.  

 
 

Working Together – The Bow Way 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 

DRAMA                                                           MISS AKHTAR & MS CROMBIE 


