
 
  

 
  

As we approach the end of this very busy year, 
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of 
the staff at Bow for their hard work and total 
dedication to their work at the school.  We have 
an enormously dedicated body of adults who 
work hard day after day to ensure that the 
school is a great place to be.  In addition to the 
‘basics’ of teaching, so many people are 
prepared to go ‘above and beyond’ to ensure 
that learning at Bow is great fun.   
 
This week we celebrated the end of the GCSE’s 
with Year 11 who came in to school looking 
absolutely fantastic and to share stories of their 
5 years to date at Bow.  They started the 
evening at the exhibition of Art and Design in 
the Reception Atrium with a lovely display of 
some of the excellent GCSE coursework.  On the 
same evening, our new Year 10 group were 
competing against Swanlea and Mulberry at the 
Bank of America Presentation Skills Final.  This 
was the end of some six months of development 
and our three finalists made the school 
incredibly proud, especially when Rio was 
awarded 3rd prize in this highly competitive 
competition.   
 
Yesterday, the 14th July, the school marked the 
annual French holiday of the Bastille with 
French music and food and a wonderful display 
of French images and flags along the corridors 
of the second floor.  Today, all of Year 10 are on 
visits off site with the Humanities Team, 
broadening their knowledge in one area of 
humanities in preparation for deeper work as  
part of their GCSE courses.   
 

 

   

               
 

Next week, the last few days of term, will be just 
as busy as the final preparations are put into 
place for Bow’s Got Talent and Sports Day.   
Before this, we all want to remember how hard it 
is for many families over the summer period, and 
all staff and students are encouraged to bring in 
items that can be sent on to the Food Bank for 
those less fortunate than ourselves. 
 
Thursday will be a non-uniform day and the 
School Council will be nominating the charity that 
will receive the monies collected for this.  School 
will close at midday on Thursday, and I wish all of 
our parents, carers and friends a very happy and 
relaxing holiday. 
 
Students return to school in September: Monday 
5th for Years 12, 13 and 7, and Tuesday 6th for the 
whole school.   
 
A Level exam results are published on August 18th 
and the GCSE results a week later on August 25th.  
We look forward to seeing our older students on 
these days.   

 
 
 

15th July 2016 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER CATH SMITH 

Cath Smith 



 

 
 
 

KEY DATES   
   

JULY 2016 
21 LAST DAY OF SUMMER TERM 
22 SUMMER BREAK COMMENCES 
  

TERM DATES 2016/17 

Autumn Term: 1 September - 16 December 

  INSET Day      1 September 

  INSET Day      2 September 

  Year 7 Return      5 September 

  Year 12 Return      5 September 

  All Students Return      6 September 

  Half Term     24 October - 28 October 

  Christmas Holidays     17 December - 2 January 

Spring Term: 3 January - 4 April 

  Half Term      13 February - 17 February 

  Easter Holidays     5 April - 18 April 

Summer Term: 19 April - 21 July 

  Half Term     29 May - 2 June 

  INSET Day     5 June  

 
   
   
   
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
During the Spring Term the pupils in year 7 were involved in a workshop in English as part of Drop Day. This was held to 
commemorate Holocaust Memorial day across the school. The pupils were involved in various activities leading to the 
production of a piece of writing entitled 'Out of Place' - the focus of which was to create a poem or story about refugees. 
Some of the pupils then entered the Tower Hamlets writing competition with their final pieces of work. One of our year 7 
pupils, Muhammed Ibrahim, won a prize for his piece and was invited to a presentation evening (attended by schools 
across the borough) where he read an extract from his work out loud and was presented with his award. 
 
This event was attended by Mr Stein, who said it was a fabulous evening and he was very proud. Well done Ibrahim - Ms 
Croucher and the English Department are also very proud of you!  
 
If anyone wishes to find out about further competitions for writing, please see Ms Croucher in room M3.25 for details. 
There are currently two external competitions where you can win some fabulous prizes! 
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TOWER HAMLETS WRITING COMPETITION      MS CROUCHER/MS BARTLETT 



 

  
 
‘To boldly go where no man has gone before’ - Space: the Final Frontier 
On Friday the 24th June, Bow School students went on an exploratory expedition to the far ends of the Universe.  Well, the 
District Line! 
 
30 Year 10 and 11 Music GCSE students and a number of performers from the previous ‘A Touch of Class(ical)’ concert 
were invited to a matinee performance of Holst’s The Planets Suite at the Royal Albert Hall. Only one of the groups had 
been to the iconic venue before the trip and so it was an adventure for all concerned! 
 
Pupils were captured by the performance given by the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra and particularly enjoyed the footage 
of NASA Scientists explaining the similarities between the music and the planets themselves. Other pieces in the 
programme included Also Sprach Zarathustra by Strauss, 1896 (better known as the theme from 2001: A Space Odyssey) 
and A Short Ride in A Fast Machine by John Adams, 1986.  
 
Pupils returned to school with an improved knowledge of orchestral instruments and a renewed appreciation for 
ensemble performance. 
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TRIP TO ROYAL ALBERT HALL                                        MS JONES 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

OXFORD & CAMBRIDGE OPEN DAY VISITS                     MS DELLAGANA 
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Oxford and Cambridge Open Day Visits on the 29th and 30th June 

As the year comes to a close, some students are less likely to enjoy the sunshine and relax as the beginning of the UCAS 

process is right around the corner. To begin their search for both universities and courses, students of Bow Sixth Form 

were lucky enough to visit the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge to explore what they had to offer. The broad range of 

courses they offer was certainly appealing to our students as they explored the Computer Science facilities of Cambridge. 

Umberto was exposed to exciting demonstrations, giving him a taste of what he could be studying and researching. 

Sanuwar visited the buildings that host their Social Sciences and Humanities courses, getting a feel of the places that had 

contributed to creating world leaders. The students who visited Oxford were given a tour of the Medical Sciences Teaching 

Centre, being shown human skeletons and state of the art laboratories. Coupled with visits to the Physics and Maths 

departments, Ishraq, Imran, Sanuwar and Umberto were given plenty of exposure to both the interesting and rigorous 

nature of the courses Oxbridge offers.  

They also visited the famous Oxford and Cambridge colleges, where they could potentially be living, taking in the beautiful 

architecture!  
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YEAR 10 PRINCE’S TRUST ECO-WARRIOR PROJECT         MS BULLOCK 
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For the past five weeks the Year 10 Prince’s Trust cohort have been taking part in a multi-sensory educational theatre 

project.  The project involved our class, our Key Stage 3 Phoenix students and students from Stebon, Bygrove and 

Mayflower Primary Schools. 

The Prince’s Trust Group played a very important role throughout the project because they were selected to be ‘Festival 

Hosts’.  This meant that they were responsible for electing a Leadership Team, designing logos for t-shirts, producing 

advertising material, completing work experience with lighting and sound engineers and delivering invitations to staff. 

On the 1st July the group wore their ‘Festival Host’ t-shirts and took an active role in the organisation of the day.  Each 

student had the opportunity to go on stage to introduce a segment of the show as well as take part in the Prince’s Trust 

segment of the show.  The boys used all of the drama skills they learnt during the project which culminated in a creative 

performance while wearing special masks.  Each of the boys took part and the audience thoroughly enjoyed watching 

them on stage. 

The Eco-Warrior project was an exciting experience for all of the staff and students involved and one which we will 

remember for many years to come.   

Thank you to all of the Prince’s Trust students for working so hard as a team and for making the festival a success. 
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A TOUCH OF CLASS(ICAL)                                      MS JONES
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The 16th June saw 17 of Bow’s most gifted performers take to the stage in the Waterside Theatre to share their talents 
with us. We were entertained by a variety of musical performances, from a Cello ensemble to a Clarinet duet, Trumpet and 
Trombone solos to drummers extraordinaire! Particular highlights were Miguel Pulcinelli’s jazz drumming display and the 
three keyboard soloists’- Jacky, Nikin and Jame’s note-perfect performances.  Elmer Djassi gave not one, but two, very 
good performances on different instruments, demonstrating his mastery of both the Trumpet and Drum Kit. These pupils 
are real life examples of perseverance and demonstrate that practice and hard work really do pay off!  
 
Congratulations must be extended to all students for their commitment to rehearsing their instruments, practicing their 
pieces and performing in front of an audience of family, friends, teachers and governors - the opportunity to perform ‘a 
first’ for many of these pupils.    
 
I am very proud of them all!   
 
Thanks also to Besant House staff for supporting the event, and also to Jack Higginson in Year 11 for being our Master of 

Ceremonies. 
 

Rising to the Challenge – The Bow Way 

 
 

 
 

To receive Email Newsletters please sign up on our website: www.bow-school.org.uk 


