
 
  

 
  
 

Since I last wrote to you many exciting things have 

happened at the school. We have, once again, 

hosted teachers, school leaders and academics from 

overseas with visitors from as far afield as Australia 

and Denmark. These colleagues have come to the 

school because they wanted to hear about the 

school's progress and the fantastic story of 

education in Tower Hamlets. As usual, our visitors 

were very impressed with what they saw and, in 

particular, with the lessons they saw and the 

fantastic students they met. In addition, we have 

had the privilege of hosting a large number of 

families who are considering Bow as their school of 

choice for their Y6 child next year.  

 

Our students have continued to enjoy many 

wonderful opportunities including our recent Drop 

Day, external visits to support their learning as well 

as a wide range of extra-curricular learning 

opportunities through our BowExtra! Programme.  

 

In addition, our young sports people have been 

enjoying success on the football field, in cross 

county running and on the basketball court where 

recently Eduardo Andre (Y11) was informed he had 

been selected for the National U15 basketball 

squad. A fantastic achievement. 

 

 

   

 
 

Our students have also been representing the school 

at various conferences recently including at the 

Dewey Conference, Cambridge where a talented 

group of Y8 students supported by some staff 

showcased the school's work with Philosophy for 

children.  

 

It is also my pleasure to congratulate Arife and 

Abdullah (Y11) who were recently selected, following 

a challenging application process as Senior and 

Deputy Senior Prefect. Their commitment to the 

school, to the Bow Way and to supporting their fellow 

students was very impressive. I look forward to 

working closely with them this year.  

 

Danny Lye 
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We are keen, this year, to improve our communications with parents.  The partnership between home and 
school is vital for educational success.  Where we have your email address, we will use it to send you 
correspondence.  If you have not received an electronic copy of this Newsletter, please email the school: 
bs@bow-school.org.uk with your child’s full name and date of birth.  From October all communications will be 
via email, hence, by providing your email address, we can then ensure that you do not miss any important 
future emails.  Please could I ask that you ensure that this information – and also your mobile number for text 
messages – is kept up-to-date on our records.   

 

 
 

 
 

On Monday 19th September, 8 students from the Sixth Form visited the News UK building in Central London 
where they helped judge an advocacy competition by voting for the most persuasive speaker, and got advice on 
applying for careers in law from industry experts.  

 

Learning from Every Situation – The Bow Way 
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On Wednesday 7th September, Year 12 and 13 students visited Kingswood Outdoor Activity Centre in Kent. 
Luckily the rain held out and students were able to take part in a range of team-building activities including 
obstacle courses, climbing Jacob’s Ladder, crate stacking and the 3G swing.  
 
Jacob’s Ladder was a great opportunity for students to demonstrate their ability to work effectively in pairs, as 
you cannot get to the top without helping your partner, and this enabled them to develop their communication 
and team-work skills. The crate stack activity encouraged students to plan and evaluate strategies and 
overcome fears, again using their communication and collaborative skills to work together to build the tallest 
tower.  
 
Everyone was encouraged to have a go and even the teachers got involved!  
 

 

Working Together – The Bow Way 
 

  

 
 
  

SIXTH FORM INDUCTION TRIP TO KINGSWOOD       MS ELDRID 



 
 

 

          
 

 
 
On Wednesday 21st September, Dan Fisher and Imran Hossain from Year 13 were invited to give their views on 
school education at the SSAT Annual Lecture and Debate where they wowed the audience with their honest, 
witty and heartfelt opinions about the purpose of school education. They were joined by Dame Sally Coates DBE, 
Director of Academies (South) for United Learning; Kenny Frederick, Education Consultant and Colin Logan, 
Senior Education Lead at SSAT for a panel discussion in which both students praised the teaching and support 
they receive at Bow, and highlighted their desire for an education system in which students experience less 
pressure, particularly surrounding exam time, and are given opportunities to be creative and pursue knowledge 
for the love of learning. Both were a real credit to the school and were praised highly for their confidence and 
maturity at the event.  
 

Rising to the Challenge – The Bow Way 
 

 
 

SIXTH FORM – SSAT ANNUAL LECTURE & DEBATE      MS ELDRID 
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On Thursday 29th September a group of 20 students from Year 8 took part in an international conference at the 
Faculty of Education, University of Cambridge. This prestigious event was organised to celebrate 100 years of 
John Dewey (www.dewey2016.com), a significant contributor to the development of modern educational 
practices. The students were selected as they performed so well in the Philosothon Bow School held in July, with 
Marner and Manorfield Primary Schools. 
  
All students in Year 7 and 8 have regular Philosophy for Children sessions in their Humanities and English 
lessons, which helps them to develop their critical independent thinking skills, oracy and creativity. The school 
was one of only 4 schools from around Europe who were invited to the conference, to share good practice 
which develops democracy in the classroom. The students were accompanied by Ms Akhtar and Mr Cannell, 
who have supported them in developing their P4C skills. 
  
Mr O'Shea, Ms Akhtar and Mr Cannell addressed the conference to explain how Bow School has embedded P4C 
into the curriculum, while the students gave a demonstration of a philosophical enquiry. The audience were 
impressed by the students’ skills in discussing a philosophical issue and their responses during the Question and 
Answer session. 
  
Well done to everyone involved - this really was a once in a lifetime experience! 
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JOHN DEWEY CONFERENCE                         MRS KHERA-LYE 
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We held our first Drop Day of the academic year on Monday 3rd October, which linked to our theme of 
Embracing Diversity and celebrated Black History Month. All of the students were off timetable with a selection 
of activities planned by our staff or delivered by our external partners.   
  
As well as PSHE workshops, Year 7 learnt about Gender Equality and how they can help to achieve this UN Goal. 
They also took part in a workshop developed by English and Drama about Black History Month, which looked at 
a poem by Benjamin Zephaniah.  
  
Year 8 had a whole day of activities about financial literacy and enterprise, which were created and funded by 
Nationwide. The day was focused on the theme of organising a Rock Concert, with students working in groups 
to plan the event. 
  
Our Year 9's had a diverse day, from making chairs out of newspapers in Science, to African drumming in Music. 
The students created artwork linked to Black History Month and took part in PE activities. 
  
The Year 10's were also learning about careers with a workshop from Barclays Lifeskills aimed at developing 
self-confidence and resilience. The students were also the first to experience a bespoke workshop created by 
Journey to Justice which looked at how we can make things change in our communities. The PSHE sessions, 
delivered by our external partners, covered cyber bullying and healthy eating.      
  
Meanwhile, Year 11 had an intensive Post-16 Careers session, with an inspirational careers speaker kicking off 
the day for them. They also had an interesting Black History Month workshop planned by Computing and MFL. 
The PSHE sessions, delivered by our external partners, covered cyber bullying, healthy eating and safe 
relationships.  

Embracing Diversity – The Bow Way 
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DROP DAY 3RD OCTOBER – ART & DT            MS JOHNSON/MS MCEVOY 



           
 

 
 

     
 

A great day was had by Year 9 on Drop Day on 3rd October.  The Art & DT department ran sessions about Black 
History month and the Battle of Cable Street.  In the Art Department students recreated three sections of the 
mural by Dave Binnington which depicts the Battle of Cable Street. The DT department ran a postal 
competition on the theme of Celebrating Diversity and Solidarity in the East End. The competition is being ran 
by the East London NUT Association. Good luck to all students that enter and well done to our amazing Artists 
and Designers.  Above are some images of the work produced on the day. 

 
Embracing Diversity – The Bow Way 

 

 
To receive Email Newsletters please sign up on our website: www.bow-school.org.uk 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Art Club takes place on Mondays after school and offers students in KS3 the opportunity to develop their 
drawing skills using a variety of traditional art materials.  
 
The club is aimed at KS3 students who have an interest in Art and wish to improve their skills, or beginners who 
wish to try something new and creative.   
 
So far this term students have focused on observational drawings of fruits using charcoal and pastels. 
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ART CLUB (KS3)                           MS MCEVOY/MS RAWLES 
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Create Club offers students in all year groups the chance to learn new skills and try techniques and materials 
that may be new to them - to make and discover new ways to be creative.   
 
Recent projects have included decorative paper techniques such as paper marbling which will then be made into 
origami creatures and there is also the opportunity to take part in baking for a ‘charity bake sale’ for Great 
Ormond Street Children's Hospital which will be coming up in the next few weeks 
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CREATE CLUB – ALL STUDENTS         MS MCEVOY/MS RAWLES 
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Woodwork Club takes place on Thursday after school where students can learn how to use hand tools to create 
unique objects.  They will learn techniques in cutting and marking out and learn how to use tools safely in the 
workshop.   
 
This year students have made a whistle and a phone speaker.   
 
The Club is aimed at students with an interest in DT and students that wish to broaden their range of skills.  
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WOODWORK CLUB – ALL STUDENTS       MR SPENCE/MS RAWLES 
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