
 
 

 
 

                                                                    
 
When we returned to school, back in September, my view of the playground was one of bright blue skies, green 
leaves and one where our students were all enjoying the warmth of the summer sun. As the first half-term 
comes to an end, the same view has turned to one where the sky is still blue, the leaves have turned to their 
autumnal colours of red and gold, and where the air has taken on a crisper feel heralded by the emergence of 
winter coats as students make their way into school in the morning.  As I reflect on this and, by extension, back 
over the half-term I am struck by the immense amount that both the students and staff of Bow School have 
achieved in just a few short weeks. As always, I am struck by their resourcefulness, resilience and the sheer hard 
work they all put in.  
 
Over the course of this, and other newsletters, you will have read about students excelling in their exams, on the 
sports field or court, as well as in their classrooms. You will have read about the excitement of Y10’s overnight 
camping trip to the wilds of Epping Forest, the Y12’s visit to Cambridge University and of the excellent 
adventures of our Y11 students at Stubbers Adventure Centre in Essex. All of these activities are excellent 
examples of the work done here, at Bow, to ensure that students have as rich and rounded an education as 
possible.  
 
Alongside these exciting opportunities our students, supported by our committed staff, continue to excel in the 
classroom and recent assessments have shown the excellent start all of our students, and in particular our Y7’s, 
have made to the academic year. We are also very pleased to continue developing our Philosophy for Children 
(P4C) Transition Project and to see this exciting approach being rolled out across the school curriculum. If you 
would like to know more about P4C please do take a look at the short film on the school’s website.  
 
As you can see, we like to keep busy at school and, alongside the activities and opportunities we have offered 
students, we continue to focus on building partnerships, developing our staff and learning from the best practice 
of others as a tool to ensure that we offer the best possible provision for our students.  As part of this drive, we 
have already, this year, offered colleagues opportunities to take part in crucial safeguarding training, to develop 
their skills in using our new assessment system – Doddle and have also worked closely with colleagues from 
Australia, Denmark, Sweden (and from much closer to home) to share and develop best practice.  
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As usual, we will continue to offer parents, our most crucial partners, opportunities to come into school both to 
contribute their thoughts and ideas, but also to celebrate the success of our students. Some key events for 
parents next half-term include: 
 

1. Parents’ Coffee Morning – Wednesday 9th November 2016 – 10:00-11:00 
2. Y9 Parents’ Evening – Wednesday 23rd November 2016 - 15.45-18.00 
3. Parents’ Forum – Wednesday 7th December 2016 – 09:45-10:30 (refreshments from 09:15) 
4. Celebration of Achievement Evening (Upper School) – Thursday 8th December (Timings TBC) 

 
As always, may I thank you for all of your support for the school and may I wish all parents/carers, students and 
staff a restful half-term break. 
 

 
 

 
 

We are keen, this year, to improve our communications with parents.  The partnership between home and 
school is vital for educational success.  Where we have your email address, we will use it to send you 
correspondence.  If you have not received an electronic copy of this Newsletter, please email the school: 
bs@bow-school.org.uk with your child’s full name and date of birth.  From October all communications will be 
via email, hence, by providing your email address, we can then ensure that you do not miss any important 
future emails.  Please could I ask that you ensure that this information – and also your mobile number for text 
messages – is kept up-to-date on our records.   
 

 
 

At the moment, the new £5 note is not working in the Reval (lunch) machines, hence we would be grateful if 
parents/carers would kindly avoid sending students in with the new £5 note until such time as the problem has 
been sorted.   
 
Our ICT Team are endeavouring to ensure that the machines are altered to accept the new £5 notes as quickly 
as is possible. 
 

 
 

KEY DATES   
   

OCTOBER 2016 
24-28       HALF TERM 
   

NOVEMBER 2016  
  2            Y13 PARENTS EVENING 16.30-18.00 
  9            PARENTS COFFEE MORNING 10.00-11.00 
22            DROP DAY # 2 

23            Y9 PARENTS EVENING 15.45-18.00 

COMMUNICATION WITH PARENTS                    MRS HALSTEAD 

REVAL MACHINES (DINNER MONEY)                  MRS HALSTEAD 

mailto:bs@bow-school.org.uk


 
 

 

 

 
 
In September the whole of the Year 10 cohort went camping, overnight, in Essex. Students and staff had an 
inspired couple of days. We completed a range of activities that helped to expand promising futures and build 
confidence through team work activities and through students completing tasks that they never thought were 
possible. Learning outside the classroom and achieving in different settlings is incredibly important as our 
students develop into the leaders of tomorrow. The students were a credit to the Year Team, to Bow School and 
the wider community.   
 
The various activities undertaken were carefully chosen to help students immerse themselves in the outdoors 
as they learnt new skills and a greater sense of responsibility. The exciting challenges from archery to high ropes 
and climbing walls led to students forming strong relationships with their peers, a greater level of initiative and 
self-reliance. The Year Team and staff members that joined the camping trip were proud of the attitude of the 
students and their motivation throughout. Congratulations to them all! 

 

Working Together – The Bow Way 
 

 
 

Y10 CAMPING TRIP                                 MR DECKERS-DOWBER 
 



 
 

           

 
 
 

On Thursday 6th October 29 students represented Bow School in the Tower Hamlets Cross Country 
Championships in Victoria Park. We were lucky to have good weather and to miss the rain! All students 
performed fantastically, but an extra special mention must go to Raihan Ahmed who came 1st in the Y11 
competition.  Grace Collins-Edwards came 4th in the Y7 Girls competition and Eva Colesnic-Mostovaia came 3rd 
in the Y9 Girls run, also excellent results.  
 
There was also an exciting moment during the final few feet of the Y9 boys run where Riad Ahmed, Rahat 
Ahmed and Shaeaim Ahmed-Khan were all in line and had a brilliant fight to the end to get their position…..all 
of them ending up falling on the floor climbing over each other - showing great passion and determination to 
beat their fellow competitors!  
 
We now wait to hear whether our athletes have made it through to represent Tower Hamlets in the London 
Mini Marathon. 

 
 

Rising to the Challenge – The Bow Way 
 
 

  

 
 
  

TOWER HAMLETS CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS     MS POWELL 



 
 

  

          
 
On Tuesday 4th October, Year 11 went on a visit to the Stubbers Adventure Centre in Essex.  During the day 

students were given a chance to experience a range of activities including raft-building, laser tag and rock 

climbing as well as a number of other team games.  The attitude of students was exemplary and they 

represented themselves, their families and the school in an outstanding way which was remarked upon by both 

the staff at Stubbers as well as some visiting teachers from other schools.  Our young men enjoyed themselves 

and showed that they can demonstrate both a desire to succeed as well as the ability to work together and 

support others.   

An excellent day and every year 11 student deserves congratulations for making it that way. 

 

Rising to the Challenge – The Bow Way 
 

 
 

Y11 TRIP TO STUBBERS ADVENTURE CENTRE                 MR ORAM 

To receive Email Newsletters please sign up on our website: www.bow-school.org.uk 



 
 

 
 

 

On Thursday 13th October, Year 12 visited the University of Cambridge as part of our partnership with 

Aim2Attain.  

Students were able to gain an insight into the application process for Cambridge, finding out more about when 

the application process starts and how it works, the type of things admissions tutors look for and what students 

can start doing now to make university applications as strong as possible. They also found out what subjects 

they could study at Cambridge, and how the year is structured.   

Josie, a third year Psychology student, then gave us a tour of Clare College, showing us the Common Room, the 

College Library and beautiful gardens. After lunch, students took part in a debating workshop where they gained 

advice from the Head of the Debating Society at Cambridge on how to set out an argument and argue a case 

convincingly. Some students bravely took on the speakers and challenged their arguments. We finished the day 

dodging cyclists on our walk back to the coach through the picturesque city centre of Cambridge, where we got 

to see Trinity College, where Sir Isaac Newton was once a student.  

 

Learning from Every Situation – The Bow Way 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Y12 VISIT TO CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY              MS ELDRID 

To receive Email Newsletters please sign up on our website: www.bow-school.org.uk 



 
 
 

         

Jack Petchey Achievement Awards – October Winners 

The Jack Petchey Achievement Award Scheme enables Bow School to recognise the fact that many of our 
students make a really positive contribution to the school or their community.  Each winner receives a framed 
certificate, a Jack Petchey Young Achiever pin badge and £250 to be spent on a school or community project of 
their choice. 

This month’s recipients are Ryan Nguyen, 7E & Eduardo Andre, 11B. Ryan and Eduardo were both nominated 
because they demonstrated one or more strands of the Bow Way.   
 
Ryan has chosen to take his form class on a reward trip to Barking Trampoline Park and Eduardo would like to 
purchase new basketballs and two new nets ideal for dunking! 
 
 

Well Done Ryan and Eduardo! 
 

Celebrating Success – The Bow Way 
 
 

  

 

 

JACK PETCHEY ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS                   MS MOHAMUD 
 


