
 
 

 
 

As we reach the end of the first term of this year, we reflect back on it with 
mixed emotions as our thoughts are filled with great sadness following the 
loss of Nasar Ahmed who, along with his family, remains in our prayers.  
 
At the same time, we are incredibly proud of the successes which our 
students and staff have achieved this term - this newsletter highlights just 
some of them.  
 
Earlier this week, the school’s Creative Arts team proudly presented the 
Waterside Theatre’s first large scale production – “East Meets West…. and the 
rest” – this multi-displinary performance of Dance, Music, Musical Theatre 
and Acting was an absolute triumph,  showcasing some of the best talent the school has to offer.  
 
As a drama teacher, it was a pleasure for me to be able to sit in the audience and enjoy the experience, 
having spent many years rehearsing scenes, supporting nervous students and worrying about how 
things would go. The performance reflected on the great strides that there have been in the creative 
arts over the last couple of  years. I am so proud of the staff team, and more importantly, of the 
students involved and thank them for all of their hard work and dedication.  
 
We also had the pleasure, last week, of hearing from our Sixth Form students at our annual Summer 
Journeys evening. During the event our intrepid students told us all about the wide range of summer 
school’s and summer holiday activities which they participated in. Their stories were stimulating and 
inspired all of us who were fortunate to listen to them. My congratulations to them on their success 
and on the way in which they ‘rose to the challenge’ and took the opportunity to ‘learn from every 
situation’, key features of The Bow Way.  
 
As, I write I am also reflecting on yesterday’s KS4 Celebration of Achievement Evening, one of my 
personal highlights of the school year, where the success and progress of students in the upper school 
were celebrated and recognised.  
 
In this newsletter you will find some important information about changes the school has made to the 
way we assess progress at KS3 and parents will be invited, early next term, to hear about these exciting 
developments and the ways in which the information can be used to support their child’s learning.   
 

Wishing you all a restful festive period.  
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Life Beyond Levels: Assessing Student Progress in Years 7, 8 and 9 - An Update 

In September, during the Academic Review Day, we issued a Guide to Parents/Carers about developments in 

terms of assessment at KS3 (Years 7, 8 and 9).  This guide informed Parents/Carers about the new approach to 

assess and track student progress at KS3 - introduced following the curriculum reform and the removal of 

National Curriculum levels in Years 7, 8 and 9 by the Government. The guide also detailed the work we have 

been doing with an online platform “Doddle” whereby we were starting to be in a position to identify which 

skills, knowledge and understanding a student has secured and those areas/skills which need to be worked on 

next.  The guide also mentioned that we would be launching Doddle Parent in Autumn 2016. 

 

Since then, we have been embedding this work across the three year groups in all curriculum areas.  We have 

had a series of assemblies with students about Doddle and all Year 7, 8 and 9 students have now been issued 

with their Doddle log in and password so that they can independently use Doddle to revise or work on 

areas/skills they need to improve.  

 

In the next week, Report Cards will be sent to Parents/Carers of Years 7, 8 and 9 students outlining the skills 

students are secure in and those they need to improve.  They will also indicate the progress students are 

making in all curriculum areas. Together with this, we will also send a letter to Parents/Carers containing a 

Doddle key with instructions on to how to get a Doddle account themselves and what they can do once they 

have set it up, thus launching Doddle Parent. 

 

We will also be doing training evenings in the New Year for any Parents/Carers who need guidance on how to 

use Doddle Parent.  The dates for the training will be shared in the letter. 

 

 

KEY DATES   
 

DECEMBER 2016 
16            LAST DAY OF AUTUMN TERM (SCHOOL CLOSES AT 12 

NOON) 
 

17 DECEMBER TO 2 JANUARY INCLUSIVE – CHRISTMAS BREAK 
 

JANUARY 2017 
  3  STUDENTS RETURN TO SCHOOL 
12  SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING 16.00-18.00 
18  YEAR 11 PARENTS EVENING 15.45-18.00 
27  DROP DAY 
 

MAKING PROGRESS WITH DODDLE                        MS BJELICA 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
On Friday 2nd December half of Year 9 attended a Careers Fair in the Waterside Theatre.  We were lucky enough 
to get volunteers come in to talk to the students about their different industries and careers in preparation for 
the Year 9 GCSE Options. Some of the industries represented were the NHS, Army, Metropolitan Police and an 
accountancy firm.  
 
The event was a success and the students spoke and asked questions with confidence - all of the volunteers 
were impressed with the students.  
 
We are hoping to run the same event again for the second half of Year 9 in January. 
 
 

Learning from Every Situation – The Bow Way 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR 9 CAREERS FAIR                                                MS POWELL 



 

 
 

 

 

On Thursday 24th November, our Year 7 and 8 Girls Handball Team competed in the Tower Hamlets Handball 

Competition, competing against 5 other teams. The Team played brilliantly throughout the tournament, either 

drawing or winning each match, which resulted in us reaching the final. The girls had tough opposition in the 

final but played fantastically well - winning against Central Foundation School 6-1.   

The team worked incredibly hard and have made all of Bow School very proud. 

Well done to all of you; Umaiya Fateh, Jannatul Rashid, Elle Hughes, Chardonnay Christie, Frankie Buttigieg, 

Grace Collins-Edwards, Taylor Hart and Jessie Buttigieg.  

We are Tower Hamlets Handball Champions!!! 

Celebrating Success – The Bow Way 
 
 

 
 

TOWER HAMLETS HANDBALL COMPETITION        MS O’KEEFE 
 



 
 
 

            
 

 

In the final workshop of the Destroy project, we visited Bow Arts’ studios in Wapping. The girls were given a 

tour, getting to peer into artists’ creative spaces and even got the chance to speak to working artists to gain an 

insight into their practice.  

The project’s artwork was then revealed: a conceptual piece by Sid Smith and Jim Bicknell-Knight consisting of 

masses of (empty) cardboard boxes. The girls quizzed the artists on their piece and we conducted a P4C enquiry 

with our question being ‘Is there a right way to experience Art?’ Then the destruction began – in front of the 

artists themselves! This certainly was a new way for both parties to experience Art. The challenge was then to 

create something from the destruction and the girls set about making collaborative works in both sculpture and 

installation. They put the artists to work as their assistants too!  

We finished the day with a discussion of each work and revisited our enquiry question: the consensus being that 

one of the best ways to experience Art is in this immersive, open minded and immediate way.  

A fantastic end to the project! 

 

Rising to the Challenge – The Bow Way 
 

  

 
 
  

DESTROY 2: BOW ARTS                                                         MS HARRISON 



 
 
 

  

          
 
Tuesday 6th December 2016 marked the first Bow School Creative Arts production of ‘East Meets West… and the 
rest’.  The production was a collaboration between the departments in the Creative Arts Cluster: Art, Dance, 
Design and Technology, Drama and Music.  
 
The performance concept originated from the idea of celebrating and embracing different cultures. Each 
department developed the performance concept, using stimuli originating from either an Eastern or Western 
perspective.  Over 40 students took part in the performance, with another 15 students supporting in technical 
roles such as lighting, front of house and stage management.   
 
The Creative Arts Team would like to thank the audience for showing their appreciation throughout the 
performance.   
 

Embracing Diversity – The Bow Way 
 
 

 
  

EAST MEETS WEST… AND THE REST                         MS CROMBIE 



 
 

 
 

On Thursday 1st December, the Sixth Form hosted an evening event for staff, students, alumni and business 
partners to hear a group of Year 13 students talk about the educational and cultural experiences they 
experienced over the summer.  
 
We heard from Hobibur Rahman, Aziz Mohammed, Raihanur Rahman, Imran Hossain, Ishraq Ahmed, Tufayel 
Miah and Mizanur Rahman who spoke about University Summer Schools, medical-related work experience, and 
volunteering in the community.  
 
Hobibur told us all about studying Economics at Bristol University and spending time in the Bloomberg trading 
room, while Aziz told us about his experiences (also at Bristol) creating perfumes in a laboratory. Both students 
enjoyed the countryside they found so close to the city centre. Raihanur impressed the audience with stories 
about his studies of sensory deprivation and overload at Lancaster University, while Imran enjoyed visiting 
Cambridge University to study Physics, go on field trips, and go punting with new friends. Ishraq realised that 
dentistry wasn’t for him, but discovered his passion for helping patients while doing work experience at St 
Anne’s Care Home. Tufayel spent some time in the A&E department at King’s College University Hospital, which 
confirmed to him just how dedicated and hard-working hospital staff are. Finally, Mizanur described his 
experience volunteering with vInspired, a charity project he orchestrated, aiming to foster positive relations 
between the generations in Tower Hamlets. This was born out of Mizanur’s desire to give back to the 
community and do something productive with his summer holidays.  
 
All students presented confidently, impressing the audience with their willingness to try something different, 
the passion that they have for their subjects, and their heart-warming kindness towards others.  

 
Learning from Every Situation – The Bow Way 

 

 

SIXTH FORM SUMMER JOURNEYS CELEBRATION      MS ELDRID 

 


