
 
 

 
 
As I write today, January 27th (which marks the anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz-Birkenau at the end of WWII), I am reflecting on this morning’s event for 
Holocaust Memorial day during which the whole school community paused to 
remember all the victims of the Holocaust and other genocides throughout the 
world.  This important event, in the school calendar, is a time when we seek to learn 
the lessons of history and to understand that genocide does not take place on its own 
but, instead, is a process which begins if discrimination, racism and hatred are not 
challenged and prevented.  
 
It was also an immense privilege, this morning, to host Anita Peleg who is a trustee of 
the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust.  Anita, whose mother Naomi Blake survived the 
Holocaust, spent time observing our event as well as talking to some of our students 
about her mother’s experiences. This was a very powerful experience for all of us involved and left us all 
determined to make sure that the circumstances which give birth to genocide are not allowed to go unchallenged 
in the future.  
 
As always, I could not be more proud of the school community who stood together this morning in respectful 
silence remembering those less fortunate than ourselves as well as reaffirming our commitment to, as a school, 
embracing diversity and respecting each other - key strands of the Bow Way.  
 
As well as participating in this event students have also been taking part, today, in one of our regular Drop Days 
where they have been exploring important issues related to the PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education) 
curriculum. Students always enjoy the activities which take place on Drop Day and, in particular, they like the 
opportunity to work in groups which are different to those they usually find themselves in. My thanks to all of the 
staff and volunteers who work extremely hard to organise, teach and support students on these very busy days.  
 
I would also like to, once again, extend my congratulations to our Y13 students who left last summer. We have 
just received the news that our students finished top in Tower Hamlets in terms of the proportion who achieved 
high grades in their exams. These results also meant that the school was in the top 20% of schools in London, 
including those in the independent sector. There is more detail about this success later on in this newsletter.  
 
Please can I remind parents of Y9 students that the Pathways Evening for students choosing their GCSE options 
will take place on 8th February between 4.00 and 6.00 pm. This is an important event for all Y9 students and their 
parents. Please look out for further details about this in the next few days.  
 
Finally, I wanted to let parents know that progress data for students at KS3 will be sent home in the next few 
days. This will be in a new format following the removal of national curriculum levels.  Please do not hesitate to 
ask if you have questions about this new way of presenting progress information.  
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Sixth Form surges into top fifth of schools for high grades at A-Level 
 

We are pleased to announce that Bow School finished top in the borough for high grades at A-Level in its first 

ever set of results.  Bow School, which only opened its Sixth Form in 2014, saw 25% of students achieve AAB or 

better in its 2016 A-Level results. 

Top achiever, Azim Ahmed, achieved A*A*A and is currently studying Mechanical Engineering at UCL.  Minhaj 

Chowdhury and Jabir Kerris have been given a £5,000 a year bursary to study at Manchester and Exeter, through 

Rothschild & Co, a unique bursary that is not available at any other school. 

The results place Bow School in the top 20% of all London schools, including those in the independent sector.   

Head of Sixth Form, Nadia Dellagana, said “I am proud of the hard work of all the staff and students at Bow.  

What this proves is that fostering a sense of community is the best way to support our young people, no matter 

their background, to reach the very highest grades.  Our students can now go on to the brightest of futures and 

we can all take confidence from what we can achieve if we broaden aspiration and aim high. The results 

exceeded all that we hoped for at the Sixth Form’s inception and provide an important foundation to build on 

this summer and in years to come.” 

 

Rising to the Challenge – The Bow Way 
 
 

  

KEY DATES   
 

FEBRUARY 2017 
    8          PARENTS FORUM 09.15-10.30 
    8          YEAR 9 PATHWAYS EVENING 16.00-18.00 
13-17       HALF TERM (SCHOOL CLOSED TO STUDENTS) 

  22          YEAR 12 PARENTS EVENING 16.30-18.00  

EXCITING SIXTH FORM NEWS                      MS DELLAGANA 



 

 
 

      

        

On Wednesday 18th January, 23 Year 9 students travelled across London to Westfield’s, Shepherd’s Bush and 

spent the day at ‘Kidzania’. The day was focused on careers and potential jobs that they might be interested in. 

Students got to experience what it would be like to work in a variety of jobs and were able to spend time in an 

animation studio, a bank, a radio station and as a doctor in A&E.  

The students thoroughly enjoyed the experience and even made some money by working on the day to spend 

in the Kidzania shop! 

Learning from Every Situation – The Bow Way 
 

 

YEAR 9 KIDZANIA TRIP                                             MS POWELL 
 



 

 
 

    
 

 
 

On Tuesday 17th January a group of Year 7 and 8 girls represented Bow at the Tower Hamlets Indoor Athletics 

Competition. All of the girls performed brilliantly in their events, but a special mention must go to Grace Collins-

Edwards who came first in her event with a very strong sprint finish, just as all of the other competitors were 

struggling across the line.  

Overall, the Year 7 team came 4th out of 9 schools and the Year 8 team came 5th.   

Well Done to all who took part! 
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TOWER HAMLETS INDOOR ATHLETICS COMPETITION             MS POWELL 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Bow School’s Y7 & 8 boy’s athletics teams had success during this year’s Tower Hamlets Indoor Athletics 

tournament. The students competed against all the other schools in the borough in what proved to be a very 

close contest. The boys rose to the challenge in a variety of field events including speed bounce, standing, 

vertical long jump and triple jump. At the half way stage, when all the field results had been collated, both the 

Y7 & 8 Bow teams were leading the event.  

The boy’s also showed true grit and determination finishing in the top three in every track event. Combined 

track and field points resulted in Bow finishing in 2nd place narrowly behind Bishop Challoner.  

Massive congratulations to our students and we wish them the best of luck in future athletics competitions.  

 
Rising to the Challenge – The Bow Way 

 
 

 
 

TOWER HAMLETS INDOOR ATHLETICS COMPETITION             MR LENAHAN 
 



 

         

Bow Sixth Form Welcomes New Applicants 

We hosted our annual Open Evening on Thursday 12th January to provide information for prospective students.  

Year 11s from Bow School, as well as visitors from other local schools, spoke to teachers and current students in 

order to find out more about the courses they could study, including entry requirements and job prospects.  

Head of Sixth Form, Ms Dellagana, gave a speech outlining what students can expect when they come to study 

at Bow Sixth Form, including high quality teaching by experienced A level teachers, a dedicated pastoral team, a 

range of extra-curricular and sporting opportunities, opportunities to develop personal and professional skills 

through mentoring, internships and work experience, and university visits.  

We are extremely proud to be the top school in Tower Hamlets in National League Tables for students achieving 

AAB or better in facilitating subjects in last year’s exam results.  Last year, 25% of A level grades were A grades 

or higher, and almost 50% of A level grades achieved were A*-B.  Over 50% of this year’s students currently hold 

offers from Russell Group universities, with many planning to apply for apprenticeships.   

Our strong links with business partners Rothschild & Co means that our students can access The Rothschild 

Bursary, which offers Bow students up to £5,000 per year towards their living costs for each year they are at 

university provided the student attends a top university outside of London.  Additionally, all students at Bow 

Sixth Form are guaranteed a Business Mentor, due to our links with Rothschild and AON, for the duration of 

their time at Bow to support them with their professional development.   

The Sixth Form Team and current students really enjoyed talking to prospective students about Bow Sixth Form 

and we are looking forward to welcoming them as Year 12s in September.    

 
Respecting Each Other – The Bow Way 
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Bow Students Visit St Hilda's Community Centre  
 

Year 11 students at Bow School are currently involved in a Citizenship GCSE campaign project that is looking to 

raise awareness of older people’s health needs.  This includes trying to help them find better sources of cheap 

and healthy meals.  Working with the St Hilda’s Food Co-op has been an excellent opportunity for students to 

find out more and help them work with older people in order to better understand their lifestyles and healthy 

eating needs. 

15 students from Bow School recently visited the Food Co-op and began a process which will eventually lead to 

them creating individual recipe cards that can be picked up by those attending the Older People’s Project as 

they shop for their weekly food.  The students are hoping to raise awareness within their school community 

which will involve assembly presentations, for example, and ultimately help older people make better, healthier 

choices when it comes to their weekly meals. 
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BOW STUDENTS VISIT ST HILDA’S              MR DECKERS-DOWBER 
 



 
 

 
 

 

   

 
On Monday 23rd January Ms Johnson and Mr Spence went with a group of year 10 Design & Technology 
students to the Olympic Park – to an Awards Ceremony of work that the students and their peers created in the 
Autumn term with a team from DEC.  
 
DEC (Design Engineer Construct) is a course that The Design & Technology Department will be offering to the 
current Year 9 students as an option subject this year.  
 
The students and staff were lucky enough to go up the Orbit at the Olympic Park, attend an exhibition of their 
work and later the Awards Ceremony - hearing from guest speakers from the Engineering industry.  
 
The students used the opportunity to also gain some excellent work experience contacts.  
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YEAR 10 DEC EXHIBITION OLYMPIC PARK                  MS JOHNSON 
 



 
 

 
 

On the 11th January seven of our year 11 students visited ADM Investor Services Ltd, a company which has 

worked with Bow School for the past three years. Each year a group of students apply to take part in their 

Mentoring Programme which is based in their offices at Mansion House. The programme offers our students an 

opportunity to visit a professional working environment, support with their current studies, support with College 

and Sixth Form applications and experienced help in producing a professional CV and personal statement. The 

Mentoring Programme gives the students a rewarding experience.  

On top of what they achieve when they meet with their mentors, it provides them with opportunities to create 

and develop relationships within the industry, and carry this out through the professional means of 

communicating formally by email. If there is anything in particular a mentee is stuck with they have the 

flexibility to suggest working on this the following time they meet.  

Having visited ADM’s offices myself, it is quickly apparent that all those who have volunteered to help our 

students are personable, genuine and professional. They each spent time planning the forthcoming sessions 

with the students using their current relationship to identify ways in which they can be most effective, at a time 

of most importance.  

The boys will meet with their Mentors again this February and already have a further five appointments 

scheduled. Conversations are already underway to pinpoint how our students can maximise the usefulness of 

these meetings.  We wish them the very best for the future! 
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MENTORING PROGRAMME                                               MR KELLY 
 


