
 
 

 
 

  
As always, the last two weeks have been busy ones at the school. This week, there 
was an impressive turnout at the Y9 Pathways Evening where students and parents 
heard about the important process of choosing GCSE subjects for study from Y10. I 
hope that this was a useful and informative event and that it has enabled students 
to make good choices for next year. If I may,  I would like to correct a small error in 
the information given to those students who were recommended to follow the 
EBACC pathway. Students choosing this combination of subjects need, of course, to 
select the following subjects: 
 

1. Geography or History 
2. French 
3. Separate Science 

 
In addition to Pathways Evening, those who follow our news feed will have been astounded by the amount that 
we have packed in since the last edition of the newsletter. Many of these activities have been included later in 
this newsletter but some of the highlights include our Y10 Art students taking part in a drawing workshop 
delivered by the Royal Drawing School, Y12 Aim to Attain sessions, the launch of the Rothschild Bursary for Y13 
and the Getting Ahead Conference for Y10. In addition, the school hosted the IET Faraday Challenge earlier this 
week where we competed against some other schools in some coding challenges. I am hugely proud to report 
that the Bow team won the event and that we are now displaying the trophy awarded to the students in the 
cabinet in our reception area.  
 
Mr Murray, our Subject Leader for Business Studies and Economics has also been coordinating, over the last 
month, the Mosaic Enterprise Challenge in which over 40 students have been working alongside business 
volunteers from Rothschild and Ashurst. These students developed skills in marketing, production, accountancy 
and ethics and managed to generate huge virtual profits. I look forward to hearing whether or not they have 
managed to secure a place in the national final.  
 
As we move into the spring half-term break I cannot quite believe how much we have packed in so far this term, 
or indeed that half of the school year has passed already. When we return to school on the 20th February there 
will, of course, be much more to do so please do encourage students in Y9 to use this upcoming holiday to give 
careful consideration to their option choices as well as urging those in Y11, 12 and Y13 to complete the essential 
revision they need to be successful in their upcoming exams.  
 
Finally, can I ask all of our students to ensure that they return to school, following the holiday, in full school 
uniform and with all of the equipment they need to ensure that they are fully ready for the next half-term.  
 
My best wishes for a restful and relaxing half-term break.   
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Preparation for this year’s Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) started way back in October when the prefects had 
the opportunity to work with Susanna Hunter-Darch from HMD to plan HMD 2017 @ Bow School. Susanna was 
so impressed with the prefects at Bow that she put the school forward to receive a visit from a trustee to talk 
with the prefects to gain an understanding of their contribution to HMD @ Bow.  
 
Anita Peleg - our trustee visitor - was truly inspiring as she spoke to the upper school highlighting the 
importance of #thebowway values. She was equally impressed with the prefect team during their Q&A session 
after the main ceremony.  
 
 

KEY DATES   
 

FEBRUARY 2017 
13-17       HALF TERM (SCHOOL CLOSED TO STUDENTS) 
  22          YEAR 12 PARENTS EVENING 16.30-18.00  
 
MARCH 2017 

1 PARENTS COFFEE MORNING 10.00-11.00 
8           DROP DAY 

   17           ACADEMIC REVIEW DAY   
   29           PARENTS FORUM 09.15-10.30 
   30           YEAR 12 HIGHER EDUCATION EVENING  

                  16.30-17.30 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY/HOUSE ASSEMBLIES         MR KHAN/MR MORRIS 



 
 

 

 

The day included two special services of remembrance which were held simultaneously for the whole school in 
the LRC atrium and Sports Hall.    
 
It also included a series of House Assemblies. These provided another opportunity for the school to reflect on 
this issue. The four individual assemblies were led by the school prefects who used the work they had done with 
Susanna Hunter-Darch to help them create a presentation for each house group.   
 
In addition the assemblies provided each house with the opportunity to establish their own student led 
committees. Moving forward, the 8 students that were chosen for each house will be responsible for developing 
future assemblies and house activities to include fundraising events to support the work of organisations such as 
the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust. 
 
Thank you to everyone involved for a truly memorable HMD 2017.  
 
 

Embracing Diversity – The Bow Way 
 

  



 

 
 

              

On Wednesday 25th January, Year 12 visited Barclays HQ at Canary Wharf as part of their Aim to Attain 

programme. 

The session was on Advanced Study Skills and focused on research skills used at university.  Students worked 

both independently and in groups and practiced skimming texts, analysing texts for author and purpose, and 

creating a thesis based on relevant and reliable evidence.  They then had the opportunity to present their work 

to their peers at the end of the session. 

As part of the Aim to Attain programme, volunteers from Barclays attend the workshops as well, to offer their 

insight and talk to the students about their aspirations.  At the workshop, a group of volunteers joined the 

students to guide them through the different activities, providing support and offering advice.  

Students thoroughly enjoyed the visit … comments afterwards included: 

o “I found the feedback from the volunteer most useful” and  

o “I found the speed reading part most useful because it was a challenge.” 

 

Learning from Every Situation – The Bow Way 
 

 

YEAR 12 AIM TO ATTAIN WORKSHOP                         MS ELDRID 
 



 

 
 

    
 

Jack Petchey Achievement Award – January 2017 

The Jack Petchey Achievement Award Scheme enables Bow School to recognise the fact that many of our 
students make a really positive contribution to the school or their community.  Each winner receives a framed 
certificate, a Jack Petchey Young Achiever pin badge and £250 to be spent on a school or community project 
of their choice. 

This month’s recipient is Nusrat Rima, 9H.  Nusrat was nominated by her form tutor, Ms Johnson:  
 
“Nusrat is always respectful and polite with teachers and her classmates. Without fail she has been the most 
helpful & selfless member of my form since Year 7. She has an excellent attitude and is great at encouraging 
other students!” – Ms Johnson 
 
Nusrat plans to take her form class on a reward trip to the Barking Trampoline Park! 
 
Well done Nusrat! 

 
  

 

Celebrating Success – The Bow Way 
 
 

 
 
 

JACK PETCHEY ACHIEVEMENT AWARD                   MS MOHAMUD 



 
 

 
 

The Year 10 Art classes took part in a fantastic drawing workshop delivered by the Royal Drawing School here at 

Bow. The visiting artists challenged the boys with some difficult and new approaches to drawing, giving them a 

taste of what studying Art at a higher level entails. The students responded brilliantly: producing exciting, 

expressive and creative observational drawings. It was fantastic to see the boys tackle this challenge with such 

enthusiasm and fearlessness; drawing - a subject that is unfamiliar to them, on a scale that they hadn’t worked 

on before. They became true artists!  

As a result, some of our talented artists have been offered places on the Royal Drawing School’s Young 

Associates Programme. They will be attending the school’s Trinity Buoy Wharf campus to be taught by artists 

and get even more of a taste of Arts education at a higher level.  

Watch this space! 

Rising to the Challenge – The Bow Way 
 

 
 

THE ROYAL DRAWING SCHOOL                   MS HARRISON & MR EL-SALAHI 
 



 

        

 
These are students in Art, Dance, Drama, DT, Music and PE who have been identified as talented (on the 
Talented Register) and have been chosen as the most talented in their subject for the Autumn Term 2016. 
 
This is down to a number of factors from involvement in BowExtra! activities, fantastic progress, consistent 
performance and/or dedication outside of school. 
 
Congratulations to them all! 

 
 

Celebrating Success – The Bow Way 
 
 

 
 

MOST TALENTED STUDENTS                                MR ILLINGWORTH 
 



 
 

 

 
Murat and Tolga Bozdag (Year 11) performed to hundreds of Manorfield Primary pupils on Tuesday 7th 
February.  We were invited by Will Green, the Head of Music, to perform two half hour concerts/lectures to 
pupils from Years 3-6. The brothers performed brilliantly on their Turkish Saz instruments and the Manorfield 
Primary pupils were amazed by the skills of the boys and by their enthusiasm for music - which started when 
they heard their father playing the Saz at home. 
  
Mr Bourne explained the difference between Primary and Secondary Schools, and the pupils learnt about the 
history of the Saz dating back to early Ottoman times. The pupils were really interested to learn about life 
at Bow School and many had brothers or sisters already here. 
  
Murat and Tolga were amazing ambassadors for Bow and demonstrated all aspects of the 'Bow Way' with skilful 
performances, a professional attitude and candid answers to the many questions they were asked. 
  
We look forward to working with Manorfield Primary school again alongside the London College of Creative 
Media (LCCM) in a concert on 23rd March featuring singers, dancers and musical performances from Bow pupils 
alongside steel pans and choirs from Manorfield AND University student performances!  This concert will start at 
5pm and will be held in the Waterside Theatre so please do come along and support the school and  be part of 
an exciting and unique event combining primary, secondary and higher/further musical education in the 
borough all in one concert! 
  
Tickets will be available soon. 
 

Rising to the Challenge – The Bow Way 

 

 

BOW STUDENTS PERFORM TO MANORFIELD PRIMARY              MR BOURNE 
 



 
 

 
 

Over 40 Students participated in the Mosaic Enterprise Challenge over the last 4 weeks. Several students were 
able to master the challenging skills required to make a profit.  
 
Students developed essential skills such as Marketing, Production, Accountancy and Ethics during the 4 week 
period.  
 
Whilst completing the Challenge, students worked with up to 17 business volunteers from Rothschild and 
Ashurst (2 of the world’s leading businesses) in order to gain essential business skills. Volunteers were extremely 
impressed with our young entrepreneurs and loved the experience.  
 
Several groups managed to create huge profits that were recorded in the millions, which now gives Bow a great 
chance of securing a place in the National Final.  Fingers crossed!!  
 
The students and I would like to thank all the Volunteers for their efforts during the 4 week period.  
 

Rising to the Challenge – The Bow Way 
 
 

 
  

MOSAIC ENTERPRISE CHALLENGE                             MR MURRAY 
 



 

 

This month, Year 10 were involved in the Getting Ahead Workshop. The aim of the programme was to prepare 
students for the world of work by encouraging them to think about the skills and qualities they have as well as 
those they might need to develop or improve. 

The students were all involved in looking at how to use life skills such as making a good first impression, listening 
and communicating, understanding employer expectations, working in a team, problem solving, applying for a 
job, developing good interview skills and so on.  

Students actively worked in groups with volunteers and showed confidence when presenting in front of their 
peers. 

Learning from Every Situation – The Bow Way 
 
 

 
 

 

GETTING AHEAD WORKSHOP                                           MS BEGUM 
 


