
 
 

 
 
As I write this newsletter the school is full of students and their parents, attending 
the second of our Academic Review Days, which gives parents the opportunity to 
come into school to discuss the progress being made by their child and to see some 
of the fantastic work produced in their lessons. It really is wonderful to see some 
very proud parents sharing in the successes of their children, and I thank all of them 
for their time and commitment today. 
 
The last two weeks, as usual, have been busy ones for the school.  
 
Last week saw the school involved in our inaugural charities week, during which we 
held a series of events to raise money for a range of worthy causes. I was incredibly 
impressed with how the House Committees organised these events and with our 
students’ determination to support people less fortunate than themselves. This was truly heartwarming to see.  
 
Students were also involved in Drop Day 4, which explored the themes behind International Women’s Day. This 
was a fantastic experience for them because they learnt a lot from exploring important issues in a range of 
creative and innovative workshops. The week ended with the school hosting the UK Maths Challenge, with 
Bow’s team of talented mathematicians coming 10th out of the 26 teams competing; an impressive 6 places 
higher than last year. My congratulations to all of the talented team members.  
 
We are incredibly proud of Ocean Scott and Siham Ahmed (Y7) who were invited to attend a reception event at 
Buckingham Palace with the Duchess of Cornwall to celebrate the Women of the World Festival on the 8th 
March.  Accompanied by Mrs Smith (Executive Headteacer) the girls were an absolute credit to the school and to 
their parents, who must also be very proud.   
 
This week we moved into our programme of activities to support Science week. The Science Team, led by our 
STEM Coordinator Ms Uddin, set up a number of exciting and imaginative activities to help students consider 
and understand the importance of Science. This was a great opportunity for them to consider what their future 
may hold and encourage them to explore Science-based careers.  
 
I had the pleasure of attending the screening of some student submissions to the BBC news report. These films, 
created in partnership between Bow and Phoenix students, explore important issues, such as how to prevent 
bullying, and were a powerful example of how young people can use their voices to bring about positive change 
in society. I am currently organising for these films to be made accessible via the school’s website so do look out 
for these soon.  
 
The next edition of this newsletter will  be published just before the end of this term. Please note that we finish 
for the Easter Holiday at 3:15 p.m. on Tuesday 4th April and will return to school at 08:35 on Wednesday 19th 
April. As usual, there will be some revision opportunities for exam groups running during the break. 
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World Book Day this year saw staff and pupils getting dressed up as their favourite book characters.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

KEY DATES   
 
MARCH 2017 
   29           PARENTS FORUM 09.15-10.30 
   30           YEAR 12 HIGHER EDUCATION EVENING  
                  16.30-17.30 
 
APRIL 2017 

5-18 APRIL INCLUSIVE – EASTER HOLIDAYS 

WORLD BOOK DAY                                        MS BARTLETT 



 
 
 
 
Pupils were involved in lots of different competitions, including Guess the Shelfie, A Book Quiz, Design a 
Bookmark and Finish the Short Story Competition. The top prize of a Kindle Fire was awarded to Mahira Islam 9H 
(KS3 Short Story Competition Winner) and Zakaria Yusuf 11B (KS4 Short Story Competition Winner). Two 
spectacular short stories about Superheroes were submitted. Watch out Marvel Comics you have fierce 
competition!  
 
It was a particularly great day for Mahira because she and Jesica Uddin both received a £10 gift voucher as a 
prize to reward their winning entries in the Design a Bookmark Competition. 
  
 
 

 
 
And, if that wasn't enough, 30 year 7 and 8 pupils went to visit the author Jacqueline Wilson at York Hall in 
Bethnal Green, rounding off another fantastically creative World Book Day at Bow.  
 
A massive thank you to all staff and pupils that got involved for the 20th Birthday of World Book Day.  
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On Tuesday 7th March a group of KS3 students attended the Tower Hamlets Indoor Athletics Competition at the 
Lee Valley Athletics Centre. 
 
Girls from Year 7 and 9 came 3rd out of 11 schools in their individual competitions. 
 
A special mention must go to Alika Brown, who came second in the High Jump having never done it before. 
Grace Collins-Edwards also came second in her 800m race. 
 
The superstar of the day, though, has to be Nia Buckley for coming first in her 800m race, sprinting the whole 
way to make sure she didn’t get second place for the third year running. Nia also came first in a very tense and 
exciting High Jump Competition - holding onto her title of Champion for another year. 
 
We finished off a great day by being lucky enough to get a photo with Team GB Sprinter CJ Ujah! 
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MORE P.E. SUCCESS                                                   MS POWELL 



 
 
 

Well done to all who took part in the Year 7 & 8 Tower Hamlets Football Festival on Wednesday 8th March. The 

boys represented the school exceptionally well, both on and off the pitch. There were some great games and an 

excellent display of football from all of the schools in the Borough. 

Year 7  

Year 7 displayed excellent commitment throughout the day, scoring 8 goals and winning 3 games on their way 

to finishing top of their group. In a tense and hard fought semi-final they came out on top after scoring 2 

penalties!   

Any nerves were soon put to rest with a first minute goal, and the team then put on an excellent defensive 

display to make sure Bow were crowned Tower Hamlets Champions. 

Squad: Lucas Santos, Riyad Hussain, James Holbrook, Arayo La Torre-Cruz, Bradley Porter,  Nawaar Wright, Adil 

Islam, Sultan Islam, Kamali Caprice, Muneeb Zabair, Lennon Tyler, Mahir Islam, Musa Ahmed. 

 

 

 

We are Year 7  Champions!!! 

 

TOWER HAMLETS FOOTBALL FESTIVAL                      MR ILLINGWORTH 



 

 

Year 8  

The Year 8 boys raced to victory in the group stage without losing or conceding a goal. The semi-final was ended 

in a dramatic penalty shoot-out which Bow School lost agonisingly in sudden death 6-5. 

Squad: Shihab Khan, Adnaan Samee, Muhammad Hussain, Provat Haque, Yusuf Rahman, Samirul Muhit, Adam 

Guerguer, Ali-Awwal Rahman, Mikael Mustafa, Yeasin Haque, Mohaz Khan, Ahmad Jalloh , Faez Kashem, 

Malachi Mautsi, Muhammed Yunus, Shafath Miah.   

Year 8 – 3rd Place 

 

Combined picture of Year 7 & Year 8 squads 
 

Congratulations to them all! 
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International Women's Day on 8th March saw the whole school community experience a range of exciting 
activities for our fourth Drop Day.  
 

o Year 7 explored the role of women in a Philosophy for Children session, as well as working with our 
visitor from Water Aid to learn about the issues facing women in developing countries.  

o The girls in Year 7 and 8 came together for an innovative range of careers activities, with a number of 
female speakers sharing their experience of the work place, while the boys learnt about female 
Scientists and Mathematicians.  

o The Year 8 and 9 students collaborated for a multi-media project supported by Violence Against Women 
and Girls. The Drama, Art, DT and Music departments developed a workshop which gave students the 
opportunity to explore these issues in a creative environment.   

o Our Year 9 students also considered issues of equality and healthy relationships through workshops 
delivered by two outside agencies. In addition, Year 9 were able to develop their financial literacy by 
taking part in Barclays Life Skills sessions - who regularly work with Bow School.  

o Year 10 developed their independent learning skills by taking part in a whole day of active citizenship 
around the issue of Homelessness, supported by London Ambassadors and the Humanities department.  

o Year 11 enjoyed a range of workshops exploring PSHE issues.  
 
Drop Days continue to be popular and rewarding, embodying the Bow Way values. This was another inspiring 
and thought-provoking day for everyone involved. 
  

Embracing Diversity – The Bow Way 
 

 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY AT BOW        MRS KHERA-LYE 
 



 
   

 
 

On Wednesday 8th March, as part of whole school Drop Day, everyone from Year 12 and 13 went to the 

National Maritime Museum in Greenwich for a Leadership Study Day. This focused on the life of Horatio 

Nelson, the British commander famous for his naval victories against the French during the Napoleonic Wars. 

Students started the day with an introduction to leadership, looking at various different styles and identifying 

which one they most resembled. They then split into two groups and visited separate galleries in the 

museum, alternately answering questions on leadership and management based on an assortment of 

scenarios. Students used iPads as they navigated the exhibition to support them while they discussed their 

views on business leadership styles.  

After lunch, everyone returned to the lecture theatre where they took part in an interactive activity. Students 

were given a real-life scenario based on events that occurred at the Battle of Trafalgar, during which Nelson 

faced a number of difficult decisions, and discussed with their peers how they would react according to their 

own leadership style. They were then told about what Nelson did and analysed the costs and benefits of each 

decision. 

The day concluded with two speeches from successful female leaders. They explained how they progressed 

so well in the business world and gave our students some advice on their studies and careers.  Students asked 

both women some thought provoking questions at the end, and everyone agreed it was an inspiring way to 

finish a great day.  
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NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM VISIT                     MS ELDRID 



 
 

 
 

       
On Saturday 4th March, three of our talented Year 10 art students attended the Royal Drawing School Young 

Associates at Trinity Buoy Wharf after being awarded scholarships for the programme. There was plenty of time 

to explore the area, from the impressive graffiti murals to climbing the lighthouse and experiencing Jem Finer’s 

Longplayer sound installation. 

The workshop itself is run by practicing artists who give young people a taste of what studying Art at university is 

like. The drawing tasks were challenging and exciting, and the boys got stuck into the activities. Three hours of 

intensive art making flew by and staff got involved to lend a hand. 

Through the duration of this programme the boys will extend their learning, hone their skills and be challenged 

to work out of their comfort zone. They also get to work with a different group of students, all of whom bring 

new ideas and different approaches. The session concluded with a group critique where the boys’ artworks were 

picked out and discussed by the group – giving them the confidence to go again the following week.  

I look forward to seeing the masterpieces they create in the Young Associates exhibition in the summer. 

Learning from Every Situation – The Bow Way 
 

 
 

ROYAL DRAWING SCHOOL YOUNG ASSOCIATES                   MS HARRISON 
   



 
 

 

Our girls have had three brilliant boosts to their Reading Year this Spring term! 
 
We started in February with a visit to Blue Gate Fields School where Year 7 girls met award winning author Cathy 
Cassidy and heard about her new book, ‘The Broken Heart Club’; an intriguing story about how friendships are 
made, lost and rediscovered. Several girls bought books and got them signed.  
 

 
 
Next, on World Book Day, we were fortunate enough to meet the world famous, ex Children’s Laureate Dame 
Jacqueline Wilson when she came to Tower Hamlets.   Her appearance was for many of the schools in the 
Borough, and we were among 1,000 young people gathered in York Hall to hear her speak about the 100 plus 
books she has written, her inspirations and the way she writes them. In particular she spoke about her new 
books ‘Butterfly Club’ and ‘Wave Me Goodbye’. 
 
Her talk was followed by a question and answer session and then selected students from each school got books 
signed by her. 
 
One of our students, Kitty Wheatley, had made (with the help of her sister) a ‘Welcome’ sign that Dame 
Jacqueline was also kind enough to sign for her. 
 
As we could only get 2 books signed we will hold a competition in the Summer term and students will have a 
chance to win one of our copies and other Jacqueline Wilson themed items. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOW GIRLS SPRING INTO READING                                              MS CLARK 



 
 

 
 
Finally, as part of our International Women’s Day celebrations, we had a visit here at Bow from Sufiya Ahmed. 
Sufiya came to talk to our Year 9 girls about her book, ‘Secrets of the Henna Girls’, which deals with the issues 
surrounding arranged and forced marriages. Despite the difficult subject matter, it was an entertaining visit.  
Sufiya told us lots about herself and the various jobs she had done while trying to get her work published. She 
also pointed out that there are lots of career opportunities involved in the world of publishing.  
 
Sufiya read an extract about the engagement ceremony described in the book and some of the girls got to dress 
up and act it out!  
 

 
 
We presented some copies of the books as awards so students could get them signed and I am already getting 
feedback about how much they are enjoying it! 
 
It was a great start to Spring for the girls, but we haven’t forgotten our boys so look out for news of some 
stunning Summer reading events for them too. 

 
Learning from Every Situation – The Bow Way 

 

 
  



 

 
 
 

 
 

On Wednesday 15th March a group of Year 10 students attended a London School of Economics Pathways to Law 
Conference.  
 
The day involved an introduction to the Law Department, a tour of the campus and a taster lecture from Dr 
Floris de Witte on Brexit and the impact on UK law. This was followed by a student ambassador Q&A and a wrap 
up session as well. We even managed to fit in time for a lovely lunch.  
 
Students were enthusiastic about the possibilities of university life and a future career in law.  It was a superb 
opportunity to highlight conversations we’ve been having within the Year Team about GCSE progress, targets 
and the focus needed within certain subject related skills. It has been a delight to see the increased focus and 
excitement the students have shown about their work since the visit.   
 
At Bow we think it is important to broaden our students’ horizons at every opportunity by providing them with 
as many varied opportunities as we can. Not only does this show them what is possible, but it also emphasises 
the importance of what they are working to achieve at school now.   
 

 
Learning from Every Situation – The Bow Way 

 
 

 

LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS TRIP            MR DECKERS-DOWBER 


