
 
 

 
 
Yesterday evening the school hosted two hugely important events which, for 
different reasons, marked the beginning of a new educational journey for young 
people at distinct stages of their connection with Bow School.   
 
The first of these events was our annual Year 12 Higher Education Evening, hosted 
by Ms Ambler, during which our Sixth Formers and their parents were given some 
important information about the process for applying to university, life whilst they 
are there and student finance. They also heard from the inspiring Mohammed 
Hassan (a former student) who told us about the wonderful experiences he had 
during his gap year, including travelling to Vietnam and Cambodia in South East Asia.  
 
The second event was our ‘Getting to Know You’ evening for Year 6 students and 
their parents, organised and hosted by Mr Jones our Deputy Head teacher. The Year 6 children participated in 
some fun activities and made friends with their new classmates, whilst their parents got to hear from and meet 
some key members of staff. It was wonderful to meet so many delightful young people and their parents and we 
look forward to welcoming them back to the school later in the year.  
 
Earlier in the week we were proud to see CJ Pinto of Year 10 participate in the local Jack Petchey Speak Out 
Challenge Final. CJ did us proud and, although he didn’t finish in the top three, he did an excellent job, speaking 
in a passionate and entertaining way, and was certainly a crowd favourite.  
 
This week is Autism Awareness week, an important annual event for us and for our partners at Phoenix School. 
Following on from the recent screening of students’ submissions to the BBC news report, made in partnership 
between students from Bow and Phoenix schools, the Senior Team held special assemblies this week to 
continue to raise awareness amongst the school community.  
 
I am also very proud of our Year 11 students who have just sat their second series of mock exams. I eagerly 
await the results of these so that we can support students in the final push towards their last exams, which 
begin in earnest in May.  I am encouraging Year 11 to make the most of the upcoming Easter Break by using this 
time to revise. They should make sure they attend the various holiday revision sessions we have invited them to. 
My thanks go to all of the staff who have volunteered to come in over the holiday to provide these sessions.  
 
I would like to remind parents that the school’s policy relating to mobile phones is that these should be switched 
off and not seen in the school building. Therefore, can I please ask that any parents needing to contact their 
child during the school day do so by telephoning the school’s reception desk, who will be more than happy to 
pass the message on.  
 
Finally, a further reminder to parents that we finish for the Easter Holiday at 3.15 pm on Tuesday 4th April and 
will return to school at 08.30 am on Wednesday 19th April.   I wish you all a very restful holiday. 
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Jack Petchey Achievement Awards – Thursday 16th March 2017 
 
Our 2016 Jack Petchey Award winners and members of staff attended the annual borough Jack Petchey 
Presentation Ceremony to receive their accolades. The event was held at Bishop Challoner School and in 
attendance were other recipients from local schools and special guest John Biggs, the Executive Mayor of Tower 
Hamlets.  
 

 
 

Winners: Paul Cooper (Leader Award), Shahadot Mahir (11O), Duale Mahad (10O), Ryan Nguyen (7E), Christopher 
Motobaluti (10W), Alavi Hossain (8T), Eduardo Andre (11B) & Kerry-Ann Labrosse (9O) 
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Executive Mayor of Tower Hamlets, Mr John Biggs, presenting awards 

 
 
Congratulations to the students for their incredible attitude, hard work and determination. Each winner 
received a much sought after Jack Petchey medallion.  
 
This prestigious honour is awarded to students to publicly recognise a whole range of fantastic 
accomplishments, including: 
 

o excelling in schoolwork 
o engaging in fulfilling extra-curricular activities or  
o selflessly helping to improve the lives of others in the community  

 
Further congratulations go to Paul Cooper for winning the Jack Petchey Leader Award - reflecting the 
commitment and support that he continuously showed to all of our students. 
 
 
 

Celebrating Success – The Bow Way 
 
 

  



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Last year a  group of  current Year 10 students took part in a project organised by CREATE London to produce a 
guide to promote a new continuous walking and cycling route connecting Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park to the 
River Thames and Royal Docks, allowing  parts of the River Lea to be accessible to the public for the first time. 
 
The students took part in workshops with artist Gayle Chong Kwan in which they learned about the history of 
the local area and created artwork that features in the Odd Guide publication.  The Odd Guide booklets will be 
placed in dispensers along the stretch of the pathway when it is officially opened to the public on April 5th.  
Guides will also be available in the school reception to all staff and parents who are interested. 
 
A special thank you to the Year 10 students who took part in the project: 
 
-   Tanvir Abdul, Sameer Ahammad, Arman Arman, Ralph Bennett-Richards, Hamza Hussain, Jahidul Islam, 

Riyadul Islam, Muhammad  Ismail, Mohamed Jama, Abid Kadir, Fahad Kolim, Fatin Labib, Peter McCartney, 
Saleh Miah, Riyad Miah, Jake Morris, Christopher Motobaluti, Nahid Rahman and Kane Reid 

 
 

Rising to the Challenge – The Bow Way 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THE ODD GUIDE LEAWAY PROJECT                          MS MCEVOY 



 
 
 

On the 23rd March the Waterside Theatre was packed out with parents and pupils for a stunning concert 
arranged in conjunction with Bow School, Manorfield Primary School and LCCM (London College of 
Contemporary Music). 
  
The stage was graced with nearly 200 musically talented pupils and the concert featured the following groups: 
  

o Manorfield Junior and Senior Choir 
o Brass Ensemble 
o String Ensemble 
o Wind Ensemble 
o Djembe Drummers and Steel Pans 
o Bow School Dance Troupe 
o Bow Choir and The Bow Band performing 'The Shape of You' by Ed Sheeran and 'Take Me To Church' by 

Hozier.  
 
Our soloists on the night were Jada Balfourth, Lily Wigmore and Murat Bozdag on the Violin. 
  
Finally the LCCM Latin Band raised the roof with a brilliant selection of groovy Latin tunes and had the pupils and 
parents dancing in the aisles. 
  
A massive thank you to all staff from Bow who helped to organise and prepare the pupils for this event which 
brought talent from primary, secondary and Higher Education onto the same stage. Thanks also go to Gemma 
Anderson for the dance routine, Danielle Orlans for directing the choir and all the staff at Bow for arranging and 
rehearsing the music. 
  
Congratulations must go to all of the performers. Some had never played on stage before, but everyone rose to 
the occasion and demonstrated every part of the Bow Way by conquering their nerves with professionalism and 
composure before an intimidatingly big crowd. 
  
We can't wait for more collaborations with local schools and organisations, and we will be taking all of our 
musicians and dancers to the Tower of London in the Summer for a multi-school spectacular, so please come 
along and support us then ... watch this space (http://watercitymusic.com/). 
  
 
 

Rising to the Challenge – The Bow Way 
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Tanvir Abdul (10W) & Salih Ibn Abdurrahman (10S) 

 
Congratulations to this month’s Jack Petchey Award winners; Tanvir Abdul & Salih Ibn Abdurrahman.  Each 
received a framed certificate, a Young Achiever pin badge and £250 to be spent on a school or community 
project of their choice. 
 
 Nomination Statements: 
 
“Tanvir is extremely motivated. From someone who spoke very little English when he first arrived in this country 
not so long ago he has now improved his English speaking skills on a daily basis. He is always willing and 
enthusiastic to be involved. Whether it is to be part of the Student Council Team to ensuring he volunteers in 
any opportunities that come his way” – Ms Begum (10W Form Tutor) 
 
“Salih joined Bow School in May 2016 as a quiet and reserved member of the class.  Since then, Salih has grown 
in confidence, demonstrating to his peers and teachers his hardworking and helpful attitude. He works 
tremendously hard in all his lessons and is making good progress due to his conscientious attitude towards his 
learning.  Salih is a fantastic role model who always rises to the challenge. He recently became Besant's 
representative on the House Committee which reiterates his determination to go above and beyond the Bow 
Way! Every child in Bow School should aspire to be like Salih!” – Ms Khatun (10S Form Tutor) 
 
Stay tuned to find out how both students will spend their £250 reward! 
  

Celebrating Success – The Bow Way 
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On Wednesday the 22nd March, our House Committee members and Violence Against Women & Girls (VAWG) 
trainees all visited the SSE Wembley Arena to attend ‘We Day’ UK. The event was organised by Free the 
Children, a charity that aims to educate and empower aspiring young people by providing them with the tools 
needed to create transformative social change.  
 
This unique celebration brought together many renowned artists, motivational speakers and tens of thousands 
of aspiring young people. The crowd were treated to performances from the likes of The Vamps, Jessie J, Fleur 
East and Conor Maynard. Furthermore, Academy Award winning Kate Winslet and multi-talented entertainer 
Paula Abdul shared their personal experiences of how they overcame enormous barriers throughout their long 
successful careers.  
 
Aside from celebrity A-listers, other prominent figures took to the stage to share inspirational talks with the 
audience. Special guests included acclaimed author and social advocate for mental health Margaret Trudeau 
(mother of Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau), courageous Syrian refugee and activist for educational 
rights for girls Muzoon Al-Mellehan and international human rights advocate Maria Munir who famously 
challenged Barack Obama on equality issues. Furthermore, Tashi and Nungshi Malik, who overcame physical 
obstacles to become the first siblings to ever climb the Seven Summits as well as complete the Explorers Grand 
Slam.  
 
It was a great day filled with lots of excitement, stimulation and positivity. Hopefully this event also managed to 
further encourage our students to aim high and to persevere in the face of adversity.   

 
 

Learning from Every Situation – The Bow Way 
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