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We are perfectly balanced between 
being small enough to provide bespoke 
pathways and individualised support 
that allows you to fulfil your potential 
and realise your ambitions, and being 
big enough to offer a broad and rich 
curriculum that matches differing needs.

Our pledge is that at Bow we will  
Take AIM at the top for every student.  
This is our promise to: 

• Accelerate learning

• Initiate opportunities

• Maximise potential

This is how we deliver a platform for you 
to grab experiences with both hands that 
will see you shape the future you deserve.

In an increasingly competitive landscape, 
universities and employers not only 
expect strong exam results; they expect 
students to distinguish themselves 
beyond this. What sets our Sixth Form 
apart is how we support students beyond 
the classroom to ensure they have access 
to the resources, opportunities and 
experiences that allow them to do this.

A dedicated network of partners 
provide knowledge, experiences and 
activities that sit outside of any school/
college’s reach. Whether it’s mentoring, 
internships, insightful lectures and 
workshops, bursaries or supplementary 
academic/study sessions, you will benefit 
from their resources and expertise. 

In recent years students have followed 
increasingly diverse pathways, taking up 
places on a range of university courses 
and employment schemes. We are 
incredibly proud that our Sixth Form  
can offer you the chance to achieve 
whatever you want to.

Welcome to Bow Sixth Form

Bow Sixth Form is the ideal place for ambitious and 
hardworking young women and men who want to  
carve out a successful future for themselves. 

“ The leadership of the Sixth 
Form is good. The leader of 
the Sixth Form closely monitors 
students’ learning and ensures 
that good progress is made.” 
Ofsted, March 18



This is why we have devised our own 
unique pledge to students: we will 
support you to Take AIM at the top.  
It is our promise to provide students 
with a rich education that is challenging, 
motivating and enlightening. 

“Leaders have ensured that a strong 
programme of careers advice and 
guidance prepares students for their  
next steps in education, employment  
or training.” Ofsted, March 18

But what does this look like?

 A Accelerate Learning  
 I  Initiate Opportunities  
 M Maximise Potential

Accelerate Learning

Being in the Sixth Form is very different 
to school. Students need to adapt to a 
new learning environment, where they 
are expected to be more mature, learn 
independently and take ownership of 
their education. 

We give everyone the tools to ensure 
their learning does not waver and we 
continuously set new challenges so 
nobody falls behind. With just two  
years left, there is no time to waste and 
so we track progress to ensure all of our 
Sixth Formers are ahead of where they 
should be.

Initiate opportunities

As we are a small Sixth Form we can 
take the time to get to know everyone 
individually; we know their likes and 
dislikes, what worries them and what 
they want to do once they leave us. 
This enables us to establish suitable 
pathways. 

Whether this is our Programme of 
Enrichment, Discovery and Development 
Initiatives or more bespoke activities 
with our partners, we set up events, 
activities and professional relationships 
that transform students’ lives and start  
them on a journey to success. 

Maximise potential

We will not let anything get in the way 
of students’ progress. Our aim is to 
anticipate and remove any roadblocks 
along the way. The Sixth Form is an adult 
learning environment, but we retain the 
dedicated pastoral care witnessed in 
the lower school so that everyone has a 
support network if and when they need it. 

Take AIM at the top
We know that students need an environment in which they  
can succeed academically, but there is so much competition  
for undergraduate places, apprenticeships and jobs now that  
it is no longer enough to just have good grades. Employers  
and universities see this as a minimum requirement. 

“ Take AIM at the top is what 
drives us all to make sure that 
students are always challenged, 
supported, encouraged 
and inspired to take every 
opportunity in front of them. 
This is a transformative time in 
their lives and our role is to help 
them make the most of it.” 
Molly Wragg, Sixth Form 
Support Assistant 
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It’s Sixth Form, not school 

We know that it is important for Sixth Form to be different from school. 
Over the years our students have helped to shape the Sixth Form’s identity. 
From Take AIM at the top all the way through to how students dress, from 
increased responsibility to independent studying, everyone who enters our 
post-16 centre knows they are no longer at school. Here are just some of 
the differences prospective Sixth Formers can expect:

Your own space
The demands on students change in Year 12,  

and so the environment they learn in should too. 
Every Sixth Former has access to a dedicated 

study area, equipped with state-of-the-art ICT 
equipment, which provides the peaceful backdrop 

for students to engage in their new found 
freedom to research and learn independently. 

On top of this, there is a common room where 
students can relax together on comfortable 

sofas, discussing their studies and the  
other experiences they are having.   

Classes that  
focus on you

Class sizes are based on how many 
applicants we get for each subject, but 

since our Sixth Form is small all students 
benefit from classes with fewer than 15 
people. This means that every student 

receives the attention they need  
and deserve. 



Role model initiative 
Being part of a wider secondary school is greatly 

beneficial to post-16 students. Leadership 
opportunities exist beyond those that can be 

expected at other providers. Sixth Formers take on 
roles as mentors and leaders; from supporting the 
induction of new Year 7s to providing Year 11s with 
tips to cope with exam stress, students have access 

to numerous opportunities to demonstrate their 
leadership credentials.

Dress to impress
We might be part of an established 

school, but no Sixth Former is 
expected to wear uniform. However, 

we expect our students to wear 
business attire. Not only is everyone 
an ambassador for Bow School, but 
this is what people demand in the  

real world, and so it is what we 
demand in our Sixth Form. 

Subjects for  
everyone

Our Sixth Form might be small, but we 
want our students to have access to the 
subjects that will secure the pathways 
they aspire to. We have worked hard to 

deliver a curriculum that will facilitate this. 
From Biology to Business, and Maths to 

Philosophy and Ethics, students have the 
chance to pick from a range of subjects 

that will define their futures. 

“ I chose to stay at Bow Sixth 
Form because it offered me 
the change I wanted. After five 
years of secondary school I 
was ready for something new. 
The learning culture is totally 
different in the Sixth Form, but 
at the same time I still have 
support from teachers who 
have known me for years.”  
Year 13 student

Year 12 students 
enjoying mentoring 
roles with new  
Year 7 students
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Take AIM at the top with 
Bow Sixth Form

STRONG FOUNDATIONS

UNDERSTANDING 
UNDERGRADUATES

Teaching excellence

Dedicated and experienced 
teachers pave the way for all 
students to achieve academic 
excellence.

Specialist tutors

Students benefit from specialist 
Sixth Form tutors, who are 
knowledgeable about university 
progression, career options and 
effective learning habits and 
techniques.

Understanding every student

Classes are small so tutors can 
get to know all the strengths of 
their tutees and ensure they are 
making the progress they are 
capable of.

Support is all around

Bow’s outstanding pastoral care 
system doesn’t evaporate in 
Sixth Form. Students have the 
same social, physical and mental  
guidance that they had in school. 

Enriching lives

Infinite opportunities through 
BowExtra! Computing, dance, 
debating, jazz, textiles, football, 
photography, theatre… you 
name it, our Sixth Formers are 
(probably) doing it already. 

Crossing into Oxbridge

Access the world’s top 
universities through the 
Cambridge Summer School, 
Cambridge University’s 
Shadowing Scheme or  
Oxford’s UNIQ Programme.

University links 

Our relationship with a number 
of universities sees students 
attend summer schools and 
other trips throughout the year. 

Bursary Opportunity

Students wanting to study 
outside of London can apply for 
a bursary to help with university 
living costs. Successful applicants 
receive £5,000 a year for the 
duration of their course.

The Access Project 

A sector leader in improving 
university access, students  
are supported with onsite  
1-1 tutoring and mentoring.  

STRONG FOUNDATIONS

YOUR  
FUTURE:  

careers,  
apprenticeships, 

university

External partners providing 
invaluable insights into life after Bow

Learning about budgeting for  
life as an independent student



DISCOVER & DEVELOP 
INITIATIVES

U
N

D
ER

STA
NDING UNDERGRADU

ATESW
ORKPLACE READY

DIS
COVER & DEVELOP INITIATIVES

WORKPLACE READY

Model UN

Join over 400,000 students 
to research, debate and try 
to solve some of the world’s 
most pressing problems, 
demonstrating key skills such  
as public speaking, teamwork 
and negotiation.

Duke of Edinburgh Award

Expand horizons, forge 
friendships and boost 
applications through a range  
of activities valued by  
employers and universities.

Young Enterprise 

Develop the employability skills 
that employers demand and 
learn from industry experts 
about CV writing, interview 
preparation skills, how to 
manage money and even setting 
up and running a real business.

Be a leader

Bow’s Role Model Initiative 
provides opportunities to learn 
and nurture leadership qualities 
as mentors to younger students.

Aim2Attain

A year-long programme 
which provides students 
with information, advice and 
guidance on applying for 
university, apprenticeships 
and jobs. Students work with 
volunteers from Barclays at 
Canary Wharf on various 
workshops and visit a  
number of universities. 

Bow’s Work Experience 
Programme

Thanks to our extensive 
partnership network we can 
open the doors to a number of 
internships and work experience 
opportunities across many 
industries. 

Guidance and Support 
Programmes 

Through mentoring, work 
experience, reading support 
and employability programmes, 
volunteers help to raise 
aspirations, boost confidence 
and provide the knowledge 
required to make informed 
decisions about the future.

Nuffield Research Placements 

Students can apply for the 
opportunity to work alongside 
professional scientists, 
technologists, engineers and 
mathematicians. 

Budding Brunels Programme

Introduces young people to 
professional career opportunities 
in construction, showing 
the industry’s breadth of 
professional career opportunities.

STRONG FOUNDATIONS

YOUR  
FUTURE:  

careers,  
apprenticeships, 

university

Budding entrepreneurs 
collaboratively planning their  
new business venture

Barclays mentors supporting 
students to secure summer 
internships



BOW SCHOOL
44 Twelvetrees Crescent, London  E3 3QW
T: 020  7536 5525 
W: bow-school.org.uk
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“ The quality of teaching in the 
Sixth Form is good. Across a 
range of subjects, students 
are confident in debate and 
discussion.” Ofsted, March 18


