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Course Guide 

We offer a wide range of subjects, of which 
students can choose four to study during Year 
12. In Year 13 three of these four subjects are 
ccontinued (variations can apply on an individual 
basis). In this guide you will nd all the subjects 
we offer both BTEC and A-Levels with a short 
description explaining what the course entails, 
its requirements, further education options and 

potential careers linked to it.
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Art & Design A-Level
AQA
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Graphic Designer

Minimum Requirements?
A minimum of a grade 6 in GCSE Art, in addition to ve 5-9 grades, including English Language and Maths.



What is the course about?

Are you interested in a career in Medicine, Biochemistry, Biomedical science or Biotechnology? 
Studying Biology at A-Level gives you the chance to enter these and other exciting scientic 
research oriented careers. If you are interested in the living world and how organisms live 
and interact with each other, then you will enjoy this course. 
If you plan to take Chemistry at A-Level, Biology is a complementary subject which will help 
tto reinforce many similar skills.

Minimum requirements?

Grade 6+6 in GCSE Combined Sciences: Trilogy or Synergy or Grade 6 in Separate Sciences: 
6 in Chemistry, in addition to ve grades 5-9  including English Language and Mathematics. 

Course Content:

Study support lessons
Bow Space support with many Power-Points, past papers and revision support

HHigher Education and career options:

Biology is extremely useful for university study in areas such as Medicine, Pharmacy, 
Biochemistry and Veterinary Science.  It also provides the study skills required for further 
study in seemingly unrelated areas, such as Psychology, Bioinformatics and Sports Science.

  

Biology A-Level
AQA
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What is the course about?

Chemistry helps you to be analytical and logical – these skills are useful for many careers, not just in 
science. It helps in lots of different subjects, can apply to everything and forms a great foundation. 
It is a core subject that takes you wherever you want to go in science and it is compulsory for medicine 
and some science degrees. It can lead to so many careers.In a complex and changing world, the study 
of Chemistry is essential in our everyday lives and will be vital in helping the world respond to some of 
its biggest challengeits biggest challenges.  It forms a bridge between Physics and Biology and is highly regarded as an entry 
qualication to the large majority of Science and Engineering degree courses.

Minimum requirements?

Grade 6+6 in GCSE Combined Sciences: Trilogy or Synergy or grade 6 in Separate Sciences: 
Chemistry and 6 in GCSE Maths, in addition to ve 5-9 grades or equivalent, including English Language 
and Maths.

Course Content:

•• Range of opportunities to learn and explore chemical practical, practice and improve dexterity 
 throughout the course
• Regular, reective assessment throughout the course and great support in class and after school
• Emphasis on independence and large amount of resource available for learning, revision and further study
• Number of out-of-classroom learning opportunities and rst-hand experience chemistry in action

Higher Education and career options:

Chemistry is a fundamental qualication for someone who wishes to pursue Science, 
but also pbut also provides the opportunity for entry into a wide range of non-scientic elds; 
the need for people with a good understanding of Chemistry is increasing with the need 
for the development of new materials in the world around us.

Career options:

•Analytical chemist  
•Chemical engineer 
•Healthcare scientist  
••Forensic scientist  
•Pharmacologist

Skills gained:

• How to assemble data and assess it
• How to investigate facts and use deduction
• How to put over your point of view uently
• How to work as a team to achieve results   

  

•Environmental consultant  
•Nuclear engineer  
•Patent attorney  
•Science writer  
•School teacher
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Chemistry A-Level
AQA
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Economics A-Level
Edexcel
What is the course about?

Are you interested in nding out about what affects the demand for goods, 
how the economy works and how tax and exchange rates are set? Would you 
like to know how wealth is created, maintained and lost? If so, economics is the 
subject for you. It is a highly demanding subject, which requires a great degree 
of independent studying.
NoNote: Students taking A-Level Economics are encouraged to take A-Level Maths 
alongside, as Maths is often required subject for economics at degree level. 
It is one of the most highly sought after subjects in the City of London for 
careers in Financial Services.

Minimum requirements?

A minimum of a grade 6 in Maths and English Literature GCSE, in addition to at least ve 
grades 5-9 at GCSE.

CCourse Content:

The subject is split into two main sections: microeconomics and macroeconomics. 
Whereas macro looks at the big issues affecting the economy as a whole 
(unemployment, ination, growth …) micro looks at a smaller scale such as the pricing 
of individual products like oil or gold and the salaries paid to different people.

Higher Education and career options:

• Accountancy
•• Economics
• International Relations
• Statistician
• Financial Risk Advisor 

Skills gained:

• Analytical
• Data collection and interpretation
•• Problem solving
• Logical reasoning
• Critical Thinking  



What is the course about?

While you are avidly reading the latest book on your shelf, do you ever ask yourself 
‘What else has this author written?’  or wonder 
‘What were the ideas of the period that made the writer think this way?’, 
‘What did reviewers think of this book when it was rst published?’ 
If so, English Literature is a course you will nd particularly attractive.

MMinimum requirements?

A minimum of a 6 in English Language and English Literature at GCSE, 
in addition to ve 5-9 grades.

Course Content:

Over the course of the two years, you will study a number of Poetry, Drama and 
Prose texts, including popular novels such as Frankenstein by Mary Shelley and 
The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood. The independent wider reading element 
is an esseis an essential part of this course. You will learn to articulate and develop a personal 
response to a text and explore interpretations by different readers such as literary critics.
English Literature is a very wide-ranging subject, that encompasses a range of themes 
and skills. Many students nd English Literature a very well-complimented subject, 
taking it alongside another essay based subjects such as History and Politics.

Higher Education and career options:

• Journalism
•• Creative Writing
• Linguistics
• Teacher
• Advertiser 

Skills gained:

• Analytical Skills
• Evaluative Skills
•• Essay Writing Skills
• Independence
• Presentation Skills 
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English Literature A-Level
Edexcel



What is the course about?
Philosophy enables pupils to develop their critical thinking skills in order to debate the 
most important and challenging issues of today.  A natural progression from GCSE, this 
course is excellent preparation for further study in a range of Humanities subjects at 
degree level, including Law, Politics, History and Sociology. The focus on contemporary 
Philosophy & Ethics makes this subject particularly relevant to students interested in 
understanding the understanding the world around them. 

Whilst Philosophy is an active discipline that requires pupils to debate areas of controversy 
pupils will however, be required to produce well-reasoned arguments. Philosophy aims to 
develop the most important of skills such as critical thinking it therefore provides a perfect 
base for careers in politics and law. 

Minimum requirements?

A minimum of a grade 6 in GCSE English Language and a grade 6 in GCSE Religious Studies, 
in addition in addition to ve 5-9 grades.

Course Content:

Areas of study:
Year 12 –  Unit 1: Epistemology (what is knowledge)
       Unit 2: Ethics 

Year 13 -  Unit 1: Metaphysics of God
       Unit 2 Metaphysics of the mind  

HHigher Education and career options:

• Sociology
• Philosophy/Theology
• Politics, Philosophy, Economics
• Law
• Finance 

Skills gained:

•• Analytical
• Logical reasoning
• Verbal Communication
• Essay Writing Skills
• Evaluation Skills
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Philosophy (Religious Studies)
A-Level
AQA



What is the course about?

The aim of A-Level French is to help students to develop a real passion for modern languages, 
to increase their knowledge of the nature and diversity of different cultures and to provide them 
with the knowledge, skills and understanding for practical use, further study and employment. 
The course will build upon the knowledge and language skills you have acquired at GCSE and 
will give you the tools and condence to use language in a variety of situations.

MMinimum requirements?

This course is suitable for students who have studied GCSE French and who wish 
to study French at a higher level. To study French A-Level you need to achieve a minimum of 
grade 6 in GCSE, in addition to a minimum grade 5 in English Language.

Course Content:

A-level French helps students develop condent, effective communication skills in French and 
a thorough understanding of the culture of countries and communities where French is spoken. 
IIt develops an interest, and enthusiasm for, language learning and encourages students to 
consider their study of the language in a broader context. This four-unit specication requires 
students to develop their ability to write and speak in French with accurate grammar and syntax 
for a range of purposes and to understand written or spoken French in a variety of contexts and genres.  

Units of Study:
Year 12
Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends 
TThe changing nature of family
The 'cyber-society'
The place of voluntary work

Artistic culture in the French-speaking world
A culture proud of its heritage
Contemporary francophone music
Cinema: the 7th art form
SStudy of lm 

Higher Education and career options:

In the current international economic climate, people with languages are increasingly in demand; 
in fact there are limitless opportunities open to you if you have language skills and the study of a 
Modern Foreign Language at A-Level will give you an edge in virtually any career.                                
Taking a Modern Foreign Language at A-Level will be an asset for life. 

Business world- Airlines/travel Industry- International journalism- 
EEducation- Foreign and Diplomatic Services- International Law rm- Bank.
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Year 13
Aspects of French-speaking society
Positive feature of diverse society
Life of the marginalised
How criminals are treated

Artistic culture in the French-speaking world                                                    Teenagers, the right to vote and political commitment
DDemonstrations, strikes - who holds the power?    
Politics and immigration

Study of a book
Independent research project  

French A-Level
AQA



Mathematics &
Further Mathematics A-Level 
AQA
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What is the course about?

History is an endlessly fascinating subject with innite possibilities and perspectives.
You’ll reach into the past, delving into the conspiracies and stories that have shaped 
our present. You’ll learn the truth behind historical events and people, discover what 
inuenced and inspired the iconic names of the past and learn the effects they have 
had on the world in which we now live.
TThis course is a natural progression from GCSE and is excellent preparation for further 
study in a range of Humanities subjects at degree level, including Law, Politics, History 
and Sociology. The focus on Modern History should make this subject particularly 
relevant to students interested in the modern world, how it has been shaped and the 
background to many of the challenges and conicts faced by people today. It is a 
course highly regarded by all universities and employers.

Minimum requirements?

A minimum of a GA minimum of a Grade 6 in GCSE History and a 6 in GCSE English Language, 
in addition to ve 5-9 grades

Course Content:

Year 12:
• Russia in revolution, 1894–1924
• Mao’s China, 1949–76
Year 13:
•• Rebellion and disorder under the Tudors, 1485–1603
• Coursework: The Causes of the Russian Revolution

Higher Education and career options:

• Classical Civilisation
• Classics
• History of Art
• Museum Curator
•• Teacher

Skills gained:

• Analytical Skills
• Research Skills
• Independence Skills
• Essay Writing Skills
• Communication Skills
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History A-Level
Edexcel
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Psychology A-Level
Edexcel
What is the course about?

Have you ever thought why we act in the way we do, why we might get angry, 
why we remember some things better than others or why we fall in love? 
Psychology is the study of this type of behaviour and others, covering aspects 
such as learning, memory, emotions, motivation, sleep and mental illness.
Students should expect to develop and rene their scientic knowledge as 
wwell as embrace the practical side of Psychology, where questions, debates 
and discussions help form explanations for a range of psychological phenomena.

Minimum requirements?

A minimum of a grade 6 in English Language GCSE 
A minimum of a grade 6 in Maths GCSE
In addition to ve grades 5-9 in other GCSE subjects

Course Content:

•• Paper 1: Foundations in psychology (35%)
• Paper 2: Applications of psychology (35%)
• Paper 3: Psychological skills (30%)

Note: All assessed at the end of Year 13.

Higher Education and career options:

• Sociology
• Counselling
•• Teaching
• Branches of Psychology such as:
 Occupational Psychology
 Educational Psychology
 Criminal Psychology
 Clinical Psychology
 Forensic Psychology

SSkills gained:

• Analytical skills
• Data collection and interpretation
• Research skills
• Statistical skills
• Presentation skills
• Communication skills
•• Scientic investigative skills

  



What is the course about?

Physics is the branch of Science concerned with matter and energy in its different forms 
and its scope extends from the smallest sub-atomic particle to the entire universe. 
Physicists study the world in which we live and attempt to understand and interpret it. 
Students taking AS-Level Physics are encouraged to take AS-Level Maths alongside.

Minimum requirements?

GCSE GCSE grade 6 in Science (or 6 in GCSE Physics) and 7 in GCSE Maths, in addition to 
ve 5-9 grades at GCSE.

Course Content:

• Waves
• Electricity
• Particles and radiation
• Nuclear Physics (plus lots more)

HHigher Education and career options:

• Engineering
• Physics
• Computer Science
• Astronomy
• Forensic Science 

Skills gained:

•• Numerical skills
• Data collection and interpretation
• Problem solving
• Project management

Communication Equipment: 

Students will need to purchase a scientic calculator.
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Physics A-Level
AQA



What is the course about?

The common assumption is that we have rights as citizens of the United Kingdom.  
However, in reality our rights are often limited.  For example, we cannot say whatever 
we want without consequences - serious ones if we say certain things.  
A-Level Politics asks you to think about the freedom we have, how much power the 
government should have over us and why.  You will start to understand how the 
UK UK works and then start to judge for yourself whether or not the UK system is fair.
This course allows you to study contemporary politics and develop a strong 
understanding of the factors shaping the UK today. It also helps in the development 
of discussion, written and debating skills, plus the ability to evaluate information. 

Minimum requirements?

A minimum of a grade 5 in ve subjects at GCSE or equivalent including English Language and Maths.

Course Content:

YYear 12:
• Module 1: UK Politics (Democracy and Participation, Political Parties, Electoral Systems, 
 Voting Behaviour and the Media)
• Module 2: UK Government (The Constitution, Parliament, Prime Minister and Executive,  
 Relations between Institutions)

Year 13
• Modules 1&2: Political Ideas – Liberalism, Conservatism, Socialism, Anarchism
•• Module 3: Comparing the UK and the USA

Higher Education and career options:

• Politics/International Relations
• History
• Law
• Social Policy
• Government Roles

SSkills gained:

• Analytical
• Verbal communication
• Presentation Skills
• Logical reasoning
• Awareness of political issues 

Communication Equipment: 

SStudents will need to purchase a scientic calculator.
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Politics A-Level 
Edexcel



Geography A-Level (Edexcel)
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What is the course about?
Studying geography will help you better understand the world’s people, places and environments 
from the local to the global scales. Geography is highly valued by universities as an A Level choice. 
The skills and knowledge you gain from this subject, at GCSE, A Level or university, are relevant
 to almost all jobs and workplaces. With rising numbers of students studying this subject, and geography 
graduates experiencing some of the lowest levels of graduate unemployment, there has never been a better 
time time to study geography.     
                                                                                                               
Minimum requirements?
This course is particularly suitable for students who have studied GCSE Geography and who wish 
to study Geography at a higher level. To study Geography AS level you need to achieve a minimum 
of level 6 in GCSE Geography, in addition to a grade 6 in English Language or English Literature.

Course content:
GGeography, and the world we study, is ever-changing.  A-Level geography continues to focus on 
fundamental processes, reect the world around us and foster an understanding of what could impact 
its future.  Edexcel geography follows an issue based approach for physical and human geography. 
There are numerous opportunities for eldwork and Independent investigation including a possible 
trip to Iceland.                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                          
Year 12    
PPaper 1 Dynamic landscapes   
Topic 1: Tectonic Processes and Hazards - Tectonic processes, a study of the causes of tectonic hazards, 
the impact of tectonic activity on people, and responses to tectonic hazards.
Topic 2: Landscape Systems, Processes and Change - An integrated study of processes, landforms and landscapes. 
A study of one landscape system and the physical and human processes inuencing change over time and space.
Choose one from: • Option 2a: Glacial Landscapes and Change
            • Option 2b: Coastal Landscapes and Change
FFieldwork: Physical geography
Paper 2 Dynamic Places
Topic 3: Globalisation - A study of globalisation, its causes and consequences for different people and places.
Topic 4: Shaping Places - A study of how and why places are shaped and changed, the meanings and identities 
attached to different places and the consequences for different people.
Choose one from: • Option 4a: Regenerating Places  
            • Option 4b: Diverse Places
FFieldwork: Human geography

Year 13 
Physical Systems and Sustainability 
Topic 5: The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity 
Topic 6: The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security 
Human Systems and Geopolitics
Topic 7: Superpowers 
TTopic 8: Global Development and Connections
Choose one from: • Option 8a: Health, Human Rights and Intervention
           • Option 8b: Migration, Identity and Sovereignty.

Higher Education and career options:
The analytical and research skills gained from your geography degree are attractive to a range of employers. 
There are some jobs that are directly related to your degree such as:
Cartographer, Commercial/residential surveyor, Environmental consultant, Geographical information 
ssystems officer, Planning and development surveyor, Secondary school teacher, Town planner, Education. 
Those like banking, business development manager, Business analyst, International aid/development worker,
Landscape architect, Logistics and distribution manager, Market researcher, Nature conservation officer, 
Sustainability consultant, Tourism officer, Transport planner are the careers where geography is desirable. 
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BTEC Business
Level Three Diploma
Edexcel
What is the course about?

The BTEC in Business is widely recognised by universities and employers and is 
equivalent to three A-Levels. The provides students with exibility to progress to 
university or specialise in Business. Students will be taught the knowledge and 
skills needed to meet industry requirements and given opportunities to showcase 
their skills through practical assessments. Students will develop the transferable 
and highand high-order skills so highly regarded by universities and employers and the course 
supports entry into jobs involving Marketing, Finance and Accountancy 
and Human Resources.

Minimum requirements?

You will need to achieve at least a grade 5 in Maths and English Language as well as 
three other GCSE 4-9 grades.

Higher Education and career options:

•• Marketing
• Business Management
• Finance
• Accountancy

Skills gained:

• Analytical
• Logical reasoning
•• Verbal Communication
• Essay Writing Skills
• Evaluation Skills
• Problem Solving



What is the course about?

The BTEC Sport Science course is aimed at students who have an interest in 
sport and wish to pursue a career within the sport and exercise science sector. 
This course is for students who wish to continue their education through applied learning, 
involving a range of theory and practical based teaching. This qualication is wide-ranging in content and is
equivalent to three A-levels, preparing students for work within the sports industry or for university.

MMinimum requirements?

In order to study this course you need to obtain 5 GCSE’s at grade 4 and above including L2 BTEC Sport (Merit)/ 
GCSE PE, Maths, Science and English Language. 

Course Content:

Students will study seven mandatory content areas:
• Functional Anatomy
• Sport and Exercise Physiology
• • Applied Sport and Exercise Psychology
• Nutrition for Sport and Exercise Performance
• Coaching for Performance and Fitness
• Field and Laboratory-based Fitness Testing
• Applied Research Methods in Sport and Exercise Science

To make up the 13 units you will also study:
• Physical Activity for Individual and Group-based Exercise
• • Sociocultural Issues in Sport and Exercise
• Specialised Fitness Training
• Sports Injury and Assessment
• Sports Massage
• Technology in Sport and Exercise Science

Assessment

The course is assessed through a variety of methods aiming to cater to a broad range of students’ learning 
sstyles and needs.
- 2 x 1 ½ hour written exams 
- 1 x 1 ½ hour controlled assessment
- All other units will be assessed through coursework

Higher Education and career options:

Examples of careers:  

1) Strength and conditioning coach  
2) 2) Personal trainer within a gym  
3) Sports specic coach 
4) PE teacher        
5) Sports physiotherapist    
6) Sports nutritionist

                                                      

Examples of University Courses:

1) Sport and Exercise Science
2) Sport Science
3) Sport and Coaching Studies
4) Physiotherapy
5) Secondary Physical Education with QTS

15

BTEC Sport Science
Extended Diploma
Edexcel



Notes
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