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Homework and independent learning policy  

Introduction 

At Bow School we believe in the importance of homework and independent learning in helping students to 

consolidate their learning, maximise their progress and achieve their potential. Opportunities to learn 

independently, as well as helping students to become active learners, promote an enthusiasm for learning 

and raise standards.  

Subjects are expected to set homework and independent learning tasks (ILTs) without exception. This work 
should be challenging, meaningful and linked explicitly to each subject’s learning aims.  

Homework and ILTs should be completed to the highest of standards by students. To ensure that it is, 
homework should be set, marked and recorded on a regular basis.  

Homework and ILTs also form part of the range of evidence from which teachers make assessment 
decisions when submitting student progress data centrally.  

Homework and ILTs are work that is set to be done outside the timetabled curriculum and contains an 
element of independent study in that it is not usually directly supervised by a teacher.  

Not all “homework” is done at home; in fact, for some pupils who find it hard to work at home, or for some 
tasks which may require resources (books, software, equipment) more readily available at school, it is 
necessary or desirable to carry out the task at school. 

All homework needs to be written up on Bow Space on the Home Learning site with any relevant 
materials uploaded.   This would include worksheets, exam paper or links to other external sources.   
Other ILTs should also be added to Bow Space.  Guidelines on how to set up homework and upload 
additional resources have been provided to staff.  

 
The Independent Bow Learner 

Over the last year work has been carried out looking at what we believe an Independent Bow Leaner 
should be. 

 The Independent Bow Learner is: 

 Passionate about their learning and their own development 
 Knows how to learn 
 Can manage themselves 
 Can communicate successfully in a variety of ways with a variety of audiences 

As a result students are: 

 Lifelong learners who are ready to grasp the opportunities that are available to them and take control of 
their future 

At Bow we are using a variety of methods to raise student’s awareness of the Independent Bow Learner 
and its different themes.  These have included links to the Independent Bow Learner during drop day, in 
assemblies and during tutor periods. Celebration of Success Day is used as an opportunity to get students 



presenting their work to their parents and tutors as well as setting ambitious targets to support students 
individual ambitions.    

Underpinning this work is the idea of the Growth Mind Set.   This being that intelligence is not 
fixed and can grow through harder and smarter working.  Work has begun and will continue to be carried 
out with students and staff to embed this mindset.   

Why is homework important? 

Homework and ILTs enable students to: 

 consolidate and extend work covered in class or prepare for new learning activities 

 access resources not available in the classroom 

 develop research skills 

 have an opportunity for independent work developing the skills of self-motivated learning 

 show progress and understanding 

 provide feedback in the evaluation of teaching 

 to enhance their study skills e.g. planning, time management and self-discipline 

 to take ownership and responsibility for learning 

 engage parental co-operation and support 

 create channels for home school dialogue 

What form can homework and ILTs take? 

 Reading, writing and extended writing. 

 Research 

 Consolidation or extension of work completed in class 

 Interviews 

 Practical activity such as practising, rehearsing, memorising, sketching etc. 

 Watching /Observing 

 ICT/On-line activities 

 Problem solving 

 Completion of coursework or other assessments  

Any of these types of tasks should always be set so that they underpin the relevant learning aim(s) and, 
where possible, should be differentiated to allow students of different abilities to succeed.  

Subject Tasks 

Each subject area is expected to map out the homework and ILT opportunities for each year group across 
each unit of work. This information will be shared by the Subject Leader with their team. It should also be 
included in the long term curriculum mapping submitted to the Deputy Headteacher. These long term plans 
will be published on the school’s website to ensure that parents are able to access this information and 
support their child in their independent study.  

Frequency of homework and ILTs 

Setting time limits for homework and ILTs should only be an approximate guide to the actual time students 
spend on independent work recognising that different students will work through tasks at a different pace 
depending on their ability and the development of their independent skills. 

  



 

Year Core Subjects (Maths, English 
and Science) 

Other Subjects 

7 & 8 1 Hour per subject per week 30-45 minutes per subject per 
week 

9 1.5 hours per subject per week 45 minutes per subject per week 

10/11 1.5 – 2 hours per subject per week 

12/13 2 hours per week per subject plus at least two hours of self-set 
independent study per subject. 

Responsibilities 

Subject Leaders are responsible for: 

 the mapping of homework and independent learning tasks across the long and medium term plans 
for the department  

 ensuring that all subject teaching staff are aware of , setting and marking these tasks in accordance 
with school policy  

 monitoring and reviewing the quality of homework and ILTs being set and completed in their area  

 planning for the systematic enhancement of homework and ILTs year on year  

 monitoring their department’s homework on Bow Space and ensuring all staff have set it and 
uploaded relevant material  

Subject teachers are responsible for: 

 setting homework and ILTs in accordance with the long and medium term planning and ensuring 
this is on Bow Space with relevant supporting documents 

 planning lessons, in advance of setting homework, which provide clear stimulus and background 
learning to aid the good completion of work  

 setting clear and appropriate deadlines for the completion of work and ensuring that these deadlines 
are met 

 ensuring that all work is marked in accordance with school policy and returned to students promptly 

 applying the school’s rewards policy in recognising high quality work or effort through praise in class 
or through deep marking and feedback  or through the use of rewards, such as positive SIMs and 
praise postcards 

 applying the school’s approach to setting sanctions and seek support from their subject leader as 
appropriate 

 using homework and ILTs as part of displays of student work  

 follow the homework first policy where homework is handed out and students are given an 
opportunity to record this in their planners at the start of the lesson  
 

Students are responsible for: 

 listening carefully to homework and ILT instructions in class 

 recording the homework in their student planner  

 completing work to the best of their ability  

 submitting work on time 

 speaking to their class teacher for support if they are facing difficulty in completing their tasks 

Tutors are responsible for: 

 regularly checking and monitoring the completion of student planners  

 communicate clearly with students and their parents when this falls below expectation 

 support, as appropriate, students in discussion with subject teachers where students are facing 
difficulty in completing work  



Year Learning Managers/Heads of School are responsible for: 

 conducting regular monitoring of the recording of tasks in student planners through scheduled 
planner scrutinies 

 seeking regular opportunities to praise and reward excellent pieces of homework or independent 
study  

 supporting subject leaders where incidents of persistent non-completion have not been improved 
through subject based sanctions 

The LRC manager is responsible for: 

 making opportunities available for lunchtime, pre and post school completion of homework and 
independent study 

The role of the Parents 

The role of the parent is crucial if a child is to gain success from homework and independent learning tasks. 

Parents can play a key role in reinforcing the value of independent study by giving positive feedback to their 
child. This will give the student the confidence to persevere, work hard and reach high standards of 
achievement.  

Parents can also access all the homework that has been set for their child on Bow Space –all parents have 
their own logins that give them access to the site.   

 Parents can also assist by  

 providing, where possible, the appropriate conditions in which students can quietly and successfully 
complete work 

 logging on to Bow Space and looking at the homework that has been set with their child  

 supporting their child in planning out when tasks have to be done ensuring that students also have 
adequate free time 

 checking the time spent on individual tasks as well as the quality of  presentation and content of all 
work being returned to school 

 signing the student planner each week  

 using the planner as tool for providing the school with information about any problems or by 
contacting the school directly  

 


