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Headteacher’s Welcome
Since our last edition of Bow Voice, we have 
packed a lot in and I would like to thank everyone 
for their continued support as we seek to 
transform our school from good to great. 

Year 11 successfully completed their mock exams and 
Easter revision sessions, and they are now working 
tirelessly alongside their teachers to get ready for the  
real thing. Meanwhile, Year 10 had their first experience 
of sitting practice GCSE papers; they now know what  
it takes to be successful. 

As important as exams are, we know that education 
must go beyond the classroom. Amongst the huge 
variety of activities, students recently visited prestigious 
universities, travelled to Hadrian’s Wall and navigated 
the Duke of Edinburgh Award. 

We have also had many visitors this term, including 
award winning creatives and a special group from Spain. 
This summer will also see our first summer event for all 
the community – keep reading for more details!  

Students starting Year 7 in September took their 
first steps to joining the Bow family by attending 
our Friendship Afternoon. Thanks to our transition 
programme, we will be seeing much more of them  
before their first day and everyone is looking forward  
to welcoming them. 

I would also like to single out Ahmed Duale who followed 
his participation in the Jack Petchey Speak Out Tower 
Hamlets regional final by being elected as one of the 
five Deputy Young Mayors for the London Borough of 
Tower Hamlets, having come third in the Young Mayor 
elections. He will be a superb ambassador for the school 
and our wider community. 

I hope you enjoy reading our latest edition, but we can 
only show you a snapshot here so please do also follow 
us on Twitter and Instagram to keep up to date with 
everything going on across the school. 

Danny Lye, Headteacher
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One of the key things we seek to do is help our 
students to develop their skills and tap into talents 
they didn’t know they had. We offer a broad range 
of activities, opportunities and experiences so 
that everyone has a chance to explore their own 
abilities. Here we show you just some of what 
students have been involved in.  

UNCOVERING TALENT

MAKING 
MUSIC

Year 10 BTEC students have been 
visiting Community Music (CM). Our 
budding musicians were taught bass 
and drums, and also new production 
techniques on Logic Pro.

Funded by the Arts Council of Great 
Britain, CM is managed by an ex-Bow 
student. It offers free music lessons 
on Thursdays after school that many 
of our students take advantage of. 

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS 
INCLUDE… 

• Year 10’s archaeological adventure 
to Hadrian’s Wall saw a group of 
students working collaboratively 
to understand the importance of 
learning from history. 

• Staff and students welcomed 
pupils from local Lansbury Lawrence 
Primary School to take part in a 
number of artistic and theatrical 
activities. 

• Construction Youth Foundation 
visited to host a discussion with our 
KS3 girls about the possible career 
pathways in the industry. 

• Auditions have been held for this 
year’s school musical, Hairspray. We 
can’t wait to see our star performers 
take to the stage and we hope you 
will join us for it! 

WE walked with the stars (and Royals!)
Students involved with the WE initiative recently attended their celebration 
event at Wembley Arena, joined by thousands of their contemporaries from 
across the country. There were a host of A-list celebs: The Duke and Duchess 
of Sussex, Liam Payne and Nicole 
Scherzinger all walked the WE  
blue carpet.

Students listened to a number of 
inspirational talks and were treated to 
performances from the likes of Tom 
Walker. We are incredibly proud that 
they take part in meaningful activities 
to better their community and broaden 
their skillset.

Creating confident 
communicators  
In recent weeks we have been fortunate  
enough to have notable individuals from  
creative industries deliver thought-
provoking workshops. Savita Kalhan, 
author of Girl in the Broken Mirror; Adisa, 
a rhythm poet, who has performed at 
Buckingham Palace; and Neil Arksey, 
author, screenwriter and performer  
all visited.

Students were involved in creative 
writing workshops, listened to talks and 
took part in activities that improved 
their own communication skills. Their 
enthusiastic response has seen a more 
creative approach to lessons and  
many of them explore new clubs.



FRIENDSHIP AFTERNOON
Students have already attended the first of our transition events, our 
Friendship Afternoon. This took place on 14th March, and everyone 
offered a place with us came together to meet each other for the  
first time – both students and their families. 

Everyone heard from the Headteacher and the Head of Year 7, Miss 
Bennett. They outlined what everyone can expect from our school, 
before students went off in groups to take part in a scavenger hunt –  
the perfect way to start discovering their new school!

Parents and carers then heard more from staff about how to prepare 
for the start of term, and how we will work with them to make sure their 
child fulfils their potential. Everyone had a chance to ask our senior team 
the questions that were important to them. 

“I was very impressed that the school organised this session for our 
children so quickly. This is a great way of helping everyone to feel 
comfortable.” New parent

In September we will welcome our new cohort of Year 7 
students. They may not officially start with us until the next 
academic year, but we think it is important that everyone has 
the chance to get used to their new surroundings. We want 
all of them to have a chance to meet their peers, take part in 
team building activities and experience secondary school life 
so that they can’t wait to start at Bow; this is what we call our 
transition programme. 

TERRIFIC TRANSITION: HELPING  
OUR NEW JOINERS TO FEEL AT HOME

STILL TO  
COME...

Throughout May and June we will be hosting a series 
of classes across a number of subjects to showcase what 

classes will be like. Students will try all core subjects,  
as well as ICT, Technology, Drama and Dance. 

July brings around two important induction days that 
provide the final opportunities to see the school.  
First an evening for all parents and students, and  
secondly ‘A Day in the Life’ where all students get  

the full experience of a day at Bow School. 



We sat down with our Assistant Headteacher with responsibility for transition, Jim Morris,  
to find out all there is to know about transition and what it’s like for our new joiners. 

Why does the school have a Transition Programme?
Moving to secondary school can be a daunting experience  
for both parents and students. We organise so many activities 
to give everyone a chance to get used to their surroundings 
and hit the ground running come the start of term.

What’s your favourite activity?
I think every aspect has a purpose, but I really enjoy the 
Friendship Afternoon. It’s everyone’s first chance to meet their 
new classmates and really start to understand why Bow is  
such a fantastic school. Plus, the scavenger hunt is always  
a lot of fun – students love it!

Is the ‘A Day in the Life’ the end of the Transition 
Programme?
Absolutely not. This year we’re actually inviting everyone to 
our first summer event, which will be a vibrant celebration of 

our school’s cultural diversity. Beyond this, we host an event 
in October for parents to come in and see some of the work 
we’ve been doing, but honestly, transition doesn’t finish until 
every student is happy.

What can new students expect when they first start?
Hopefully their experiences between March and September 
will prepare them well and they also come in a day earlier than 
everyone else for an orienteering day – we make sure they 
know where everything is. 

Secondary school is very different to what they have been 
used to, but one of the things that makes Bow so special is  
the work we do to understand each student as an individual. 
This means we can provide them with the right environment 
to succeed academically, but also thrive beyond the  
classroom as well.

MEET MR MORRIS



SERVING UP  
A TREAT
Four year-groups recently competed 
against local rivals Canary Wharf 
College in a table tennis tournament. 
We have invested in our resources 
and coaching, and this paid off as our 
team only lost three out of 48 games! 

BACK OF THE NET
Our Year 7 superstars took part in the 
Tower Hamlets Football Tournament, 
playing five group games unbeaten: 
they won three and drew two to reach 
the semi-finals. They lost a hard-
fought game to miss out on the final, 
but did themselves proud with a series 
of committed performances. 

Year 9 also took to the pitch against 
local rivals. Despite only losing one 
game they narrowly missed out on 
the semi-finals, but won their play-off 
game to finish a commendable fifth. 

Every year the borough-wide athletics competition brings together the 
best local sportsmen and women in Years 7–10 to represent their schools. 

The boys’ competition took place first, competing against 13 other 
secondary schools. Despite the intensity of the day, everyone conducted 
themselves impeccably and performed admirably. After a series of 
hard-fought events the boys came third overall, with an amazing eight 
individuals/teams winning their event. 

Soon after it was the girls’ turn. They produced an historic performance, 
finishing in second place overall: better than we have ever done before!  
An incredible 18 individuals/teams took gold, silver or bronze in their  
own disciplines. 

FUTURE OLYMPIANS

SPORTING SUCCESS HIGHLIGHTS  
QUALITY OF OUR ROUNDED EDUCATION 

Sport plays a big role at Bow School. Students 
are better learners if they are healthy, but it goes 
beyond this because sport teaches core qualities 
that will serve them well in the future; dedication, 
team work, coping with adversity and many 
others. In recent weeks our young athletes have 
excelled beyond expectations, breaking  
records in the process. 



SIXTH FORM ROUND-UP

My name is Nadia Dellagana-Campbell and I have just 
returned to my role as the Head of Bow Sixth Form following 
maternity leave. Since my return we’ve been busy and I am 
pleased to share just a flavour of what has been going on. 

I am proud that students recognise our Sixth Form is the best 
place for them to achieve their goals. Our small setting means 
that everyone is treated as an individual, so we can help them 
shape their pathway to a successful future. 

A few places for our September 2019 intake are still available. 
If you are interested in taking a place then you can find an 
application form on our website.   

INVESTING IN 
FUTURES

Many of our students participate 
in weekly economic sessions, led 
by the charity Economy. Recently, 
participants were fortunate enough 
to visit leading global investment 
bank, BlackRock, taking part in 
numerous workshops and networking 
with staff. 

“It’s invaluable to see how the 
lessons we learn in class are actually 
being used in real life. It has given 
me the motivation to keep pushing 
myself.” said one Year 12 student.Accessing Oxbridge

Many of our high attaining Year 12 students attended the Oxford and 
Cambridge student conference. Designed as open days ‘on the road’,  
it was an excellent opportunity for 
our students to understand what  
it takes to access two of the world’s 
most prestigious universities. 

“To hear from people at Oxbridge 
who attended a school just like  
mine was inspiring. I feel more 
confident applying to the top 
universities now.” Year 12 student 

Understanding university 
The majority of our students go to university when they leave us, and 
we want them to be as prepared as possible to take this step. Year 13 
are busily preparing for their final exams, but they took some time 
out to visit Greenwich University and understand more about how to 
thrive as a student. The insightful presentation gave them top tips on 
accommodation, making the most of their experience and budgeting. 

IS THERE A 
DOCTOR ON 
BOARD?

Our budding healthcare professionals 
were given a glimpse of their future 
when they visited Queen Mary 
University to meet some medical 
students. The sessions included a CPR 
and a suturing workshop with real 
models and equipment, and our Year 
12s were also able to spend some 
time talking to their potential future 
colleagues about the reality of life  
as a medical student. 
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Welcome to Our World  
Summer Festival

A celebration for the whole community 
We are delighted to invite you to our summer festival. On Saturday 13th July, from  
11am to 2pm we will be celebrating the diversity of our school by hosting an event to 
recognise the far-ranging cultural influences that make up Bow School. 

Our fantastic volunteers will be cooking up a feast, showcasing food from the 33 different 
nationalities that make up our school community. Each country will have its own stand where 
you can sample the food and discover more about its cultural heritage. It looks set to be a 
taste sensation!

On top of this, we are going to be entertained by a host of top quality performances, 
including our very own Bow musicians. We have no  
doubt that with this line-up it will be a treat for the  
ears as well as the taste buds. 

For the active amongst you, our sports leaders  
will be on hand to organise a series of games  
such as basketball, athletics and table tennis. 


