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Headteacher’s Welcome
The last 12 months – and my first year as 
Headteacher of Bow – have been another 
remarkable period in our school’s history.  
I’m thrilled about the progress we have made  
and the opportunities that lie ahead of us. 

Alongside our local primary school partners we are 
helping to make sure that every student feels secure 
when they move onto secondary school. We are also 
increasingly involved with local causes, and on July 13th 
we will be opening our doors for everyone to join as at 
our Welcome to our World Summer Festival – I hope to 
see lots of you there. 

Meanwhile, our Year 11s and 13s have now completed 
their exams and I couldn’t be prouder of the effort and 
dedication they have all shown. I am sure their efforts 
will be rewarded with some outstanding grades, and  
we will be waiting nervously with them over the  
holidays to find out their results. 

Looking to next year, there is plenty to keep an eye 
out for. Among other things, there will be exciting 
announcements about the Sixth Form, our partnerships 
programme and some innovative teaching initiatives. 
2019/20 will be a year to remember! 

Finally, I would like to round off by saying a massive 
thank you to everyone that helps to make Bow the 
fantastic school that it is. It is an honour to lead everyone 
involved and I am confident that with such a strong 
community we will continue to go from strength to 
strength. 

Danny Lye, Headteacher
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Regular readers will know that we take students’ transition to 
secondary school very seriously. It’s important that all of our 
new joiners feel ready and excited to join Bow School. Since we 
first met our new joiners at our Friendship Afternoon back in 
March, they have been into the school on numerous occasions. 
They have been able to experience all of our different 
departments, meeting staff and making new friends along the 
way. Here’s just some of what they’ve been getting up to. 

WELCOMING OUR CLASS OF 2019

Dipping their toes in
Throughout May and June there were a series of subject 
taster sessions. These were an amazing way for students  
to find out how interesting and enjoyable their new classes 
will be.

Students were able to explore the school as they saw 
different departments and meet their new teachers. 

“I really like that we can come and get used to the school.  
I feel a lot less nervous now that I have met some of my 
new classmates and teachers.” Class of 2019 student

Our new joiners will come for their ‘A day in the life’ 
Induction Day before the end of term, where they will get 
to be a part of the school for the whole day. This is the final 
step on their journey to becoming fully fledged members  
of the Bow family! 

Future generations   
We don’t want secondary school to be a mystery. This 
is why we are working closely with our local primaries so 
that pupils can come into Bow to get used to the bigger 
school environment. 

We want to show that there is nothing to worry about 
when the time comes for them to leave their primary 
school, and ensure they hit the ground running in Year 7. 

From next term our Sixth Formers will be getting involved 
too. We’re really excited that they will now be helping 
pupils at Manorfield Primary School with activities like 
reading partner sessions, supporting the library and 
sports coaching.

Deciding on a 
secondary school  

for your child?
Open Evening: Monday 23 

September 4.30 to 7pm

Open Mornings in 
September (16, 18 & 30) 
and October (3, 8 & 10) 

from 9.15-10.15am 



There have been countless highlights throughout the year, and 
it’s impossible to name them all, but here’s just a flavour of 
what has made Bow School such a special place to study and 
work in the last 12 months. 

CELEBRATING SUCCESS

RESULTS

Building our relationships with local primaries 
has bettered the transition process and helped us 
build an even stronger Key Stage 3 curriculum.

Our Year 11 Design, Engineering and Construction 
students have excelled this year and produced 
results that highlight what talented individuals 
they truly are. 

A staggering 25 students have completed the 
C&G Health and Nutrition Course – well on their 
way to a successful career! 

Make sure you don’t miss our next edition to  
see how our Year 11 and 13 students get on in 
their exams. 

SPORT

This year we came third in the whole borough 
in the Tower Hamlets Outdoor Athletics – an 
outstanding achievement for all of our future 
Olympians!

Our boys’ team took the hockey world by 
storm romping to glory at the Annual England 
Hockey tournament, winning the whole 
competition in the face of strong opposition.

CULTURE

Our gifted artist, Maysha Rahman, has been 
selected to showcase her work in the Royal 
Academy of Art online exhibition despite 
facing competition from over 6,000 other 
artists. 

The National Youth Orchestra joined us for 
a day of intense music making. There were 
workshops all day for our 200+ instrumental 
students. We were also treated to a live 
performance featuring thrilling music with  
an American/Mexican flavour.

Eagle-eyed readers may have noticed two 
of our students at the National Service of 
Remembrance who were given the honour 
of laying a wreath alongside the tomb of the 
unknown warrior, in recognition of the school’s 
commitment to WW1 commemoration.



COMMUNITY

Visitors from Zambia joined us as part of 
the ‘Send My Friend to School’ campaign, 
raising awareness of the state of education 
internationally, joining lessons and speaking 
to Sixth Formers about their role as charity 
ambassadors.

We were joined by Liam Charles, of Great British 
Bake Off fame, to judge our own baking attempts  
in our Macmillan Cancer Support cake sale.

The Student Council has worked with schools 
across the EU on a community cohesion project, 
and hosted students from Spain. Together they 
focused on bringing our communities together 
and working collaboratively to overcome  
social issues.

ENRICHMENT

Students attended the Model United Nations 
Conferences, debating global issues with peers 
from around the country, and one of our Year 
12s came away winning the ‘Best Speaker’ 
award!

Speakers4Schools continues to be an 
invaluable partner, introducing students to a 
wide range of inspiring people from the world 
of work, including Sam West (actor), Dr. Sarah 
Wood (co-founder of Unruly) and Bryan Scott 
(marketing director, Primesight).

Raising aspirations is always high on our 
agenda, and this year students have travelled 
the country to see different universities, 
gaining invaluable insight into student life  
and what they need to do to get there. 



SIXTH FORM: GETTING WORKPLACE-READY

FUTURE OLYMPIANS

What a term! The summer is always hectic,  
with students working hard to make sure that their  
exams go well. I am so proud with how they have all dedicated  
themselves to securing the grades they deserve. 

Elsewhere, Year 12 have been planning for the future; organising work 
experience, looking at universities and apprenticeship opportunities and 
examining options to boost CVs and applications with summer activities. 

As we say a sad farewell to our departing Year 13s, it is with great excitement 
that we look forward to the future. There are so many exciting opportunities 
planned for next year and I cannot wait to share them all with you in 
September! 

Nadia Dellagana-Campbell, Head of Sixth Form 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR 
HEAD OF SIXTH FORM 

Our role in the Sixth Form goes beyond exam results. We want 
to make sure that our students are ready for their first steps in 
the adult world. A crucial element of this is getting them ready 
for what they can expect when they enter the workplace. 

Here’s a flavour of what some of our students have been getting 
up to as they prepare themselves to be tomorrow’s employees. 

Job interviews can be intimidating, 
but overcoming this anxiety is 
important if our students want to 
secure the job of their dreams. We 
want all of them to do just this by 
knowing what it takes  
to make a good impression. 

One of the benefits of our 
relationship with the Tower 
Hamlets Education Business 
Partnership is that they provide 
workshops that simulate interview 
scenarios. Their experienced 
professionals coach students so 
that they know how to prepare for 

it and showcase themselves in  
the best way. 

After workshops that offered 
them some top tips, Year 13 were 
put through their paces. They 
performed incredibly well, fully 
throwing themselves into every 
task they were asked to do.

“I’ve never had to do a proper 
job interview and before today 
the idea worried me, but after 
the workshop I know what I 
need to do to give myself the 
best chance of doing well.”  
Year 13 student  

Mastering the interview

Students support one another to get the best results



Becoming relationship 
builders 
One of the hardest things for anyone starting their careers is 
to understand how to build strong working relationships. We 
want students to be confident that they know how to best  
go about doing this. 

Our alumni tell us that they really value the guidance they 
received before starting their careers. This is why our career 
programme ensures students can learn from professionals 
about how to form strong relationships that will benefit 
whatever job they choose to do. 

This year we were fortunate to have Ryan O’Sullivan, a senior 
leader at Infosys, a large company that operates across the 
world. Students benefitted from his insights and expertise, 
getting to practice their conversation style in a business 
setting. 

“It’s amazing that the school help us to meet people like 
Ryan. He showed us how important it is to present ourselves 
in a professional way.” Year 12 student 

Is there a doctor  
on board?

Our longstanding partnership with SAMDA, an 
organisation run by medical and dental students 

from Queen Mary’s University, sees current 
undergraduates visit us every year. 

For our students aspiring to a medical career this 
is an amazing opportunity to speak to people 
who are doing exactly what they want to be. 

This is a fantastic opportunity to find out about 
what student life is like, but also to get personal 

statement support and take part in mock 
interviews. There’s no better way to prepare than  
to learn from people who have just successfully 

been through the same process!

EXPERIENCING THE FUTURE 

The summer always sees our Year 12s 
heading into the real world to see the 
workplace for themselves. We take work 
experience very seriously because it 
helps them decide what they want to 
do in the future and see what all of their 
hard work is for. 

This term we saw students take up all 
sorts of different placements across a 
variety of sectors, including journalism, 
education, technology, accountancy, 
medicine, law, construction, scientific 
research – the list goes on! We are 
indebted to organisations like the Press 
Association, London Assembly, KPMG 
and Nuffield who make this possible. 

Students returned to Sixth Form full 
of ideas and excited about what their 
futures might look like. We were so proud 
of the positive feedback we had and 
can’t wait to see how they take what 
they have learnt and use it to help shape 
their development in their last year  
with us. 
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Welcome to Our World  
Summer Festival

A celebration for the whole community 
We are delighted to invite you to our summer festival. On Saturday 13th July, from  
11am to 2pm we will be celebrating the diversity of our school by hosting an event to 
recognise the far-ranging cultural influences that make up Bow School. 

Our fantastic volunteers will be cooking up a feast, showcasing food from the 33 different 
nationalities that make up our school community. Each country will have its own stand  
where you can sample the food and discover more about its cultural heritage. It looks  
set to be a taste sensation!

On top of this, we are going to be entertained by  
a host of top quality performances, including our  
very own Bow musicians. We have no doubt that  
with this line-up it will be a treat for the  
ears as well as the taste buds. 

For the active amongst you, our sports leaders  
will be on hand to organise a series of games  
such as basketball, athletics and table tennis. 

Deciding on a 
secondary school  

for your child?
Open Evening: Monday 23 

September 4.30 to 7pm

Open Mornings in 
September (16, 18 & 30) and 

October (3, 8 & 10) from  
9.15 to 10.15am 


