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I am writing this article fresh from viewing this year’s 
GCSE Drama performances, which our Y11’s gave 
Wednesday to the visiting examiner.  It was a real treat 
to sit and watch the performances of excerpts from 
‘Waiting for Godot’, ‘Shakers’ and ‘Blood Brothers’. As a 
drama teacher myself, I understand all too well the hours 
of work that go into learning lines and rehearsing for 
these performances. The performers made me 
immensely proud and I offer them, and Ms Crombie, 
huge congratulations for their wonderful work.  
 
While this work has been ongoing, the wider school has 
also been incredibly busy with final preparations 
underway for our upcoming exciting and engaging curriculum Drop Day. Readers will know that our Drop Days are a 
key part of our important Personal, Social and Health Education curriculum. These days include a range of activities 
including opportunities for collaborative working, developing revision skills and presentations from partner charities - 
a key element in our mission to develop our young people as fully rounded citizens who leave us ready to engage 
actively and proactively in adult life. As part of this Drop Day, the whole school will participate, once again, in our 
annual Holocaust Memorial Assembly where we gather together as a community and take a few moments to reflect 
on this terrible period of history and the lessons it should teach us all.  
 
Elsewhere in the school, Y11 and Y13 continue to work tirelessly in preparation for their upcoming final exams – with 
one more opportunity to practice these in our pre-public mock exams this February. Key to their success in these is 
not only the work they do in lessons, but also the independent work they do to consolidate their learning. Our 
parents, of course, play a crucial part in this and I look forward to welcoming the parents of Y11 to our Information 
Evening on the 29th January, which will provide some key tips around support for the students as they prepare for 
these important exams.    
 
As we prepare students for exams we are also, of course, busily planning an exciting programme of experiences for 
the students who will be joining us in Y7 of 2019 – our Three course ‘Starter, Main and Dessert’ activities which 
ensure that all those students who join us will come to secondary school already very familiar with life at our school. 
Transition for Y9 is also high on the agenda with our upcoming Y9 Parents’ and Pathways evening just around the 
corner. I look forward to discussions with Y9 and their parents about our broad and exciting curriculum offer for KS4.  
 
I am pleased also to report that our drive to ‘demand more’ of learners continues to be well received by learners and 
parents alike. Students continue to arrive to school well-dressed and ready to learn. Achievements awarded by 
teaching staff are rising all the time and now far outweigh notifications of concern – engagement in the classroom is 
high with students seeking additional challenge from their teachers. As I walk around the school, I am incredibly 
impressed by the learning taking place and by the excellent and engaging lessons being planned by teachers whose 
commitment to continual improvement of their teaching practice is, as always, outstanding.   

25
th

 January 2019 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER DANNY LYE 

 



  

To receive an electronic version of our Newsletter direct to your mail box, please email: bs@bow-
school.org.uk ensuring, if you are a Parent/Carer, that you provide your child’s name and form 

 
KEY DATES 

JANUARY 2019 
               28                    DROP DAY 
               29                    YEAR 11 INFORMATION EVENING: HOW TO SUPPORT STUDENTS DURING  
                                        EXAMS 16.00-17.30 

 
FEBRUARY 2019 
               4-8                  CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH WEEK.  THEME: “HEALTHY: INSIDE & OUT” 
                5                     SAFER INTERNET DAY 
                5                     SCHOOL SURGERY 09.15-10.15 
                6                     YEAR 9 PARENTS & PATHWAYS EVENING 16.00-18.30 
             18-22                HALF TERM (SCHOOL CLOSED TO STUDENTS) 
 

 

 

 
 

P.E. Sports Week 2: 7th - 11th January 2019  
 
Students took part in the second Sports Week of the year 7th – 11th January 2019.  This is when students 
represent their House and play competitive sports against each other.  The sports played consisted of table 
tennis, badminton, bench ball and handball.   
 
As usual, the students played in the correct manner, showing excellent teamwork and were proud to represent 
their House. 
 
Unfortunately there has to be a winner – please see results table below: 
 

 MASTER BESANT PANKHURST TULL 

 
 

PLACE 
 
 

 
3

rd
 

 
1

st
 

 
4

th
 

 
2nd 

 
POINTS 
AWARDED 
 
 

 
1,000 

 
2,000 

 
500 

 
1,500 

 

 

Rising to the Challenge – The Bow Way 
  

P.E. SPORTS WEEK 2                                                                         MR LENAHAN 
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These are students in Art, Dance, Drama, DT, Music and PE who have been identified as talented (on the 
Talented Register) and have been chosen as the most talented in their subject for the Autumn Term 2018.  This 
is down to a number of factors from involvement in BowExtra! activities, fantastic progress, consistent 
performance and/or dedication outside of school. 
 
Congratulations to them all! 
 
 

Celebrating Success – The Bow Way 
  

MOST TALENTED STUDENTS AUTUMN TERM 2018       MR ILLINGWORTH 
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The ‘I am WE’ Committee encourages students to challenge apathy, discover their passions and develop lifelong 
skills such as leadership, critical thinking and action planning. Whilst most organisations see young people as 
problems to be solved, we see young people as problem-solvers.  
 
This term, the ‘I am WE’ Committee have been taking action on youth homelessness and supporting the De Paul 
Charity. The De Paul Charity empowers young people experiencing homelessness, providing emergency 
accommodation, supported housing and other services to help people rebuild their lives. Representatives from 
the De Paul Charity delivered a training course to members of the WE Committee, which started with an 
introductory session raising Awareness on Youth Homelessness, followed by a package of four sessions on 
Conflict Resolution. The course covered conflict resolution, emotional health and wellbeing as well as personal 
development. The aim of the course was to enable the ‘I am WE’ Committee to better understand the 
challenges that homelessness presents, and to prepare/inform them for their ‘We Won’t Rest’ Campaign. 
Committee members were very engaged and found the course very helpful.   
 
Members of the ‘I am WE’ Committee also attended an ‘Action Planning’ Workshop delivered by a ‘WE’ charity 
ambassador. The Workshop enabled the Committee members to develop their ideas for social change and 
action planning. It also allowed students to get extra help in investigating the issues important to them and plan 
actions for the term. 
 
The challenge that the ‘I am WE’ Committee set themselves was to deliver a series of assembly presentations to 
promote the De Paul Gift Collection (the primary campaign the students were engaged in for the ‘We Won’t 
Rest’ movement). Year 7-10 made generous donations towards this campaign and we collected over 250 items 
ranging from toiletries to food to reading books. Committee members displayed excellent skills including: hard 
work, commitment and active citizenship - rising to the challenge by working together in order to make the 
‘We Won’t Rest’ campaign a great success. The ‘I am WE’ Committee would like to thank students, parents and 
staff for their kind donations. 
 

 
 
Next term, the ‘I am WE’ Committee will be moving on to a global campaign which, with all your support, will be 
an even bigger success!  
 

Working Together & Rising to the Challenge – The Bow Way 

WE WON’T REST CAMPAIGN - DECEMBER 2018            MS MOHAMUD & MS BEGUM 
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On Wednesday 19th December we held our annual Upper School Celebration of Achievement event in the 
Waterside Theatre for Year 11 & KS5. This event offers us, as a school, the opportunity to recognise and reward 
those students who have achieved the highest possible standards in the subjects that they have been studying, 
alongside the students who have made a significant contribution to the school community. 
  
Our guest on the evening was Dr Phillip Bennett-Richards, who is a well-respected local GP and a member of the 
school's Governing Body.  Dr Bennett-Richards assisted Mr Lye, the Head teacher, in presenting the awards to 
students from Years 11, 12 and 13. In total, around 75 students received awards, which represented almost a 
third of the students in these three year groups. 
  
A significant number of parents were present on the evening to share in the successes that were being 
rewarded with a certificate and gift voucher, and the general impression from all who attended was that this 
was a very positive and impressive event, which truly recognised the wide range of talents and potential that we 
now have in these three year groups. 
  
A high point of the evening was when we were able to present last year's highest Sixth Form achiever with his 
certificate. Williams Evans was the recipient of this award and had only just arrived back from India where he 
had been involved in delivering a rugby training programme. His attendance meant that we were able to 
recognise the fantastic collection of A Levels that he achieved (one A* and two A's), which will no doubt be a 
target for our current Year 13's to try and beat in the next set of external exams in the Summer of 2019. 
  
We will be repeating the process later in the school year when we will be celebrating the achievement of the 
Lower School and our current Year 10. Given the quality of this evening, it will be an event that no one should 
miss! 

 
 Celebrating Success – The Bow Way 
  

UPPER SCHOOL CELEBRATION OF ACHIEVEMENT EVENING      MR MORRIS 
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On Tuesday 15th January a group of Year 7 and Year 8 girls went to Central Foundation Girls School to take part in the 
Tower Hamlets Indoor Athletics Competition.  There was some tough competition from other girls in the borough, but all 
of our competitors put in maximum effort and did really well. What was brilliant to see was the support and 
encouragement our girls all gave each other throughout the field and track events - they definitely made the most noise!  
 
A particular well done to Kenzie Forbes and Elisha Wenham who both came 1st in their runs, and to the Year 8 Relay Team 
who came from second position to win the race, thanks to an outstanding last leg from Esemena.  
 
 

 
 
               
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well done to all who took part.  
 
 
 

 
 

Working Together & Rising to the Challenge – The Bow Way 
  

Name Year Group 

Sally Djassi 8 

Esemena Etefia  8 

Kenzie Forbes  8 

Miki-Jo Bradley  8 

Sophie Dunn  8 

Leticia Bassotto Silva 8 

Chase Seikegba 8 

Sephora Nzinga 8 

Naira Ahmed 8 

Crystelle Grant 8 

Ikram Moge 7 

Elisha Wenham 7 

Skye Charles 7 

Jae Fairman 7 

Morgan Howe 7 

Hetal Vijan 7 

TOWER HAMLETS INDOOR ATHLETICS COMPETITION                MS POWELL 
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Round Table Talk with Bryan Scott 
 
On Friday 7th December, exactly a year after his previous ‘Speakers for Schools’ visit, Bryan Scott (Marketing 
Director, Primesight) returned to Bow School to meet with our Year 12 BTEC Business students.  
 
Bryan provided students with insight from his vast experience in the world of marketing and communications.  
In his short time with us, he supported students with developing a fresh and influential marketing 
campaign. This involved helping students understand the concepts behind developing a brand, conducting 
valuable market research and learning how to build a successful campaign.  
 
Students gained real-life experience from an established and influential leader and we look forward to seeing 
them put their new skills into practice in their upcoming fundraiser.   
 
 

 
 
 

Learning from Every Situation – The Bow Way 
  

Y12 BUSINESS MENTORING SESSION - DECEMBER         MS MOHAMUD 
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On Thursday 17th January, BowExtra! and the Computing Department hosted a ‘Speakers for Schools’ talk with 
Dr Sarah Wood. The assembly was attended by Year 10 GCSE Computing students and 30 Year 9 and 10 girls.  Dr 
Sarah Wood is co-founder and COO of marketing technology company Unruly, where she ensures the company 
delivers innovative and global social video campaigns.  Sarah was named one of 15 Women to Watch in Tech by 
Inc., one of 10 London-based Entrepreneurs to watch by Forbes and one of CNBC’s UK tech industry’s top 
women entrepreneurs. 
 
The talk was refreshing, valuable and inspirational. Sarah put forward a message of perseverance and hard work 
and engaged our budding future leaders through interactive and progressive discussions.  She made a real 
connection with our students by offering insight and sharing her personal story. Sarah exemplifies female 
leadership by taking risks and not being afraid to rise to each challenge even when faced with adversity.  
 
Students and staff alike are grateful to Sarah for sharing her passion and for reaching out to inspire the next 
generation of tech leaders.  
 

 
 

 Learning from Every Situation – The Bow Way 
 

DR SARAH WOOD ‘SPEAKERS FOR SCHOOLS’ ASSEMBLY – JANUARY          MS MOHAMUD 
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School Council Houses of Parliament Trip – Wednesday 16th January 
 
On Wednesday 16th January, School Council Year Representatives and members of the ‘I am We’ Committee 
visited the Houses of Parliament … the day following Theresa May’s Brexit deal defeat.   The day started with a 
tour of the Palace of Westminster. Students were then lucky enough to sit in the gallery to witness a showdown 
between Jeremy Corbyn and Theresa May before a crucial vote of ‘no confidence' in the Prime Minister.  
 
In the afternoon, students participated in a Law and Debating Workshop, which focused on the statute making 
procedure. Students simulated the process of passing one of these bills into law through active role play, 
selecting increasing the minimum sentence for carrying a knife to 10 years’ imprisonment as the best idea. 
Pupils debated this issue and then finally voted. The bill passed.      
 
The day closed with Jim Fitzpatrick (MP for the Poplar and Limehouse constituency) meeting with pupils to talk 
about his work, career path and answer any lingering questions.  
 
Overall, it was a unique experience for all; particularly on such a momentous day. Hopefully, this will motivate 
and inspire our students in their duties as the voices of the Bow School community. 
 

 
  

HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT TRIP – JANUARY                                 MS MOHAMUD 
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RAW PLASTICS PROJECT WITH BOW ARTS                                                         MS MCEVOY 

 

Raw Plastics Project with Bow Arts 

Year 10 GCSE art students have been working with Bow 
Arts and local film maker Frances Scott on a project called 
Raw Plastics. 
  
Students learnt that plastic was first made in Bow by 
Alexander Parks and was named “parkicene”; that while 

plastic pollution is an environmental problem, many plastics 
are durable and useful.   
  
The students made still life set-ups of  different types of 
plastic objects and then used film making techniques (using 
a Bolex camera)  to capture different shapes, colours and 
textures.   
  
The film is going to be developed by Frances and will be 
shown as part of an exhibition at the Nunnery Gallery in 
May to which students and parents will be invited. 

 

Learning from Every Situation – The Bow Way 

 


