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JOINING BOW SCHOOL
A guide for parents and students to prepare for your new school



Our school’s vision is to secure excellent outcomes for every 
Bow student, now and for future generations. We harness the 
skills of staff and partners, empowering each student to build 
the character, hone the skills and attain the qualifications 
needed for them to become world and career ready. 

A rigorous focus on academic attainment is blended with an 
unparalleled enrichment programme so that students are able 
to live full lives, are prepared for the 21st century world and are 
ready to become the leaders of tomorrow. 

We nurture and challenge students, providing them with the 
tools they need to realise their dreams. We are committed to 
achieving this through our key values.

Never before have these been more important. I very much 
hope this guide goes someway to feeding your curious mind 
about what to expect from your new school, but rest assured 
we are determined to make the step up as easy as possible 
for you. 

We respect the new environment in which we all find ourselves, 
but we don’t think that this should mean you miss out. Over 
the coming weeks and months, we will adapt to the changing 
conditions and make sure you are properly welcomed to the 
Bow family. 

I look forward to meeting you all in person as soon as it is safe 
to do so. In the meantime, please stay safe and I hope you find 
your transition programme beneficial. 

Headteacher, Mr Lye

Welcome to Bow School
Things to look forward to

Oustanding careers advice
Competitive sports teams

Theatre trips and performances
Debating championships 

School leadership
Huge range of clubs 

Music lessons 

And much, much more!

I want to take this opportunity to welcome each and every one of you to Bow 
School. Circumstances mean we can’t run the transition programme we hoped 
to, but we’re still going to make sure you get the chance to find out more 
about the school, hear from your new teachers and give us the chance to  
get to know you.
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Welcome from our Year 7s
Cherno and Raquel, who joined from Manorfield and Marner Primary School

Hello all new Year 7s! 
We remember when we were worried about starting our new school, so we wanted to write to you about our first year to show you 
that there’s nothing to be nervous about.

There are lots of interesting subjects that we didn’t get to do in primary school. The science labs mean that we can do some 
amazing experiments and we have lots more equipment for sport and art classes.

Even after induction has finished there’s so much to do at Bow – our BowExtra programme means there’s a club for everyone, 
whatever it is you enjoy doing. This makes it really easy to meet people who like the same things as you. 

We are both really looking forward to meeting you when we’re allowed to go back to school. You’re going to love it here!

“ I was lucky because a lot of my friends were joining Bow too, but there were still a lot of students that I 
didn’t know. Induction day, before all the older students started, allowed us to find our way around and take 
part in lots of fun activities that meant I made new friends quickly. I also got to play basketball for the first 
time and now I’m in the school team! I wrote about my first day at Bow as part of an English project and 
my teacher told me how good it was. I was really pleased with this because one day I would like to become 
an author.” Cherno

“ I love that I am able to do things that I haven’t tried before, like trampolining - I’ve already learnt how to 
do a backflip!” Raquel



Making the jump from primary to secondary school can be intimidating,  
but we know that the quicker students adjust to their new surroundings,  
the sooner they will be able to achieve their potential.
Our transition programme starts in 
March and doesn’t finish until every 
student has found their feet. Through 
a series of information evenings, team 
building activities and induction days 
we make sure you and your child are not 
nervous about their first day. 

Due to Covid-19 we have built a new 
programme that achieves this, but  
can be done from the safety of your 
own home. 

We still want you to have the chance to 
see what other people are working on, 

ask the questions you want answered 
and take the time to make sure we know 
all about you and your child.

If it becomes safe to do so, we will 
welcome you to come and visit the 
school for yourself. Nothing will show 
you what an extraordinary school this is 
more than visiting yourself and speaking 
to the people that make it so special. 

I am very much looking forward to 
meeting you all in September, if not 
before! Ms Mohamud,  

Transition Co-ordinator

Transition Timetable
March • Work packs and transition brochure sent out

• Welcome event hosted online by the Headteacher, Mr Lye

April • Home-school agreement sent out 
• New starters guide sent out 

May • Bulletin updating you on all things transition
• All About me booklet for students to complete

June

• Zoom workshops to meet teachers and classmates 
• Virtual introduction from our Head of Parental Engagement, Mr Morris
• Video tour of school facilities
•  Welcome from your Head of Year 7

July • A summer challenge! 
• Transition bulletin showcasing more of what you can look forward to in September 

August
•  A note from our Bow achievers - hear from those who have just finished  

their GCSE and A level courses about what they plan to do next 
• 2 week summer school - great chance to meet your new friends! 

September

• Day 1: Induction Day!
• Activities Day: a chance to meet all of your new classmates 
•  Show and Tell: a chance for parents and carers to visit and  

see some of the work already done

Your transition programme 

Your relationship with us
We know that the move to secondary school can be as daunting for you as for your 
child. Parents always tells us they are concerned about having less involvement 
because it is so much bigger. Let us reassure you that is not the case at Bow School. 
Like you, our focus is on ensuring your child has the support, education and opportunities they need to fulfil their dreams.  
We believe the best way of making this a reality is by working in partnership with you every step of the way. 

Of course, everything you’re used to is still in place - the parents’ evenings, school reports and regular contact with the Pastoral 
Team. However, we want to empower you to be able to play a more active role in your child’s studies, and in the life of the school 
too. Here are just some of the ways that you can do this. 

Mr Morris, Head of Parental Engagement

School Gateway
To make life easier for you we have 
invested in School Gateway, an online 
portal that allows you to communicate 
with staff. It also means you  
can track homework, access progress 
data, pay online for things like trips and 
food, keep track of what your child is 
eating and see what clubs are running. 

We want all parents to use this because 
by cutting down on texting and printing 
it helps us to cut down paper usage and 
means that we can utilise the money 
saved to enhance your child’s education. 

Parents Forum and  
School Surgery 
Every half-term we organise a Parents 
Forum, focused on specific year groups, 
and a School Surgery that is open to 
everyone, in which we discuss important 
information about the school. These 
provide an opportunity for parents to 
have their voices heard and to work 
with us so that our school community 
becomes the best that it can be. You will 
be notified in advance of these so that 
you can plan ahead if you want to join us.

Response time guarantee
We know that sometimes you need to 
speak to a member of staff, whether 
that’s the SEN lead, your child’s tutor or 
a specific subject teacher. Our policy is 
to make sure that whoever you want to 
speak to, they will get back to you within 
a reasonable timeframe. 

Bow Parent Partners

We have so many parents that want 
to actively contribute to making Bow 
School the best it can be. They are the 
heartbeat of so much of what takes 
place in our school. We would very much 
welcome your involvement in this group 
and we will send you more details in due 
course about how you can join. 

Leading Parent  
Partnership Award
We have been awarded the  nationally 
recognised Leading Parent Partnership 
Award. This is helping us to strengthen 
the bond between home and school. 

We are incredibly proud that our work 
with families has been recognised with 
this award. Our aim is to build on this 
and continue to work with you, the 
parents, to make sure the home-school 
relationship is always strong.       Like you, our focus is on 

ensuring your child has the 
support, education and 
opportunities they need  
to fulfil their dreams.
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Your new facilities
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Library: discover a world of literature



A sample Year 7 timetable: an early finish on Fridays!

5 periods each 60 mins 
Mon - Thurs

5 periods each 55 mins 
Friday

Reg 8.40 - 8.55 8.40 - 8.55

P1 8.55 - 9.55 8.55 - 9.50

P2 9.55 - 10.55 9.50 - 10.45

Break 10.55 - 11.15 10.45 - 11.05

P3 11.15 - 12.15 11.05 - 12.00

P4 12.15 - 13.15 12.00 - 12.55

Lunch 13.15 - 14.00 12.55 - 13.40

P5 14.00 - 15.00 13.40 - 14.35

Reg 15.00 - 15.15 14.35 - 14.45

A typical day at Bow School

Breakfast Club
We are pleased to offer a healthy school breakfast, available 
to all, and enjoy the benefits it brings, with students settled 
and ready to learn at the start of the school day. 

After School Clubs

Activities take place on most days after school, whether that 
be academic, sporting or creative. We encourage students to 
take part in as many as possible to try and nurture passions 
and talents beyond the classroom. 

BowExtra!
Our enrichment programme operates every day of the week, 
and includes activities for everyone. Whether your interests 
lie in sport, reading, music, writing, computer games, drama 
or learning to code, we have something for everyone. If the 
activity you want to do isn’t currently available then we will 
work with you to get it up and running. 

Student Council
Every year group has members that make up the Student 
Council. They represent their peers to make sure we are 
doing the things that are important to them. They attend 
boardroom-style meetings with Prefects, governors, senior 
members of staff, the police and local decision makers. This 
year students have helped to make us more environmentally 
friendly, developed links with local community groups and 
introduced well-being initiatives. 

Uniform and punctuality
Key to a successful time at school is being well prepared for 
learning. This means arriving in good time, always being 
dressed appropriately (as per instructions on the website) and 
having the correct equipment, student planner and timetable. 
High standards of dress are required at all times, reinforcing 
the standards of appearance and behaviour that are needed 
to meet and maintain expectations.

Homework
Evidence shows that the impact of homework averages an additional five months progress. It gives students a chance 
to consolidate their learning and achieve their potential. All subjects will set homework, without exception, which will be 
challenging, meaningful and linked to that subject’s learning aims. Extra provision is made for those students who find it 
hard to study at home.

Please contact our team with any questions you have:
Ms Mohamud: mohamudho@bow-school.org.uk
Mr Morris: morrisj@bow-school.org.uk


