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Introducing Bow School
Our vision is to secure excellent outcomes for every 
student, now and for future generations. We are 
committed to nothing less than excellence. 

How do we do this? We harness the expertise of staff 
and partners to empower each student to build the 
character, hone the skills, develop the cultural capital 
and attain the qualifications needed to succeed. 

This relentless dedication to personal improvement is 
what separates us from other schools. 

We want every student to be able to make their mark 
on society. Our role is not to dictate what this is, but to 
provide them with the tools to achieve whatever success 
looks like to them. 

For them to be successful beyond the school gates,  
our ethos is built around being World and Career Ready.  
A rigorous focus on academic attainment opens doors, 
but our unparalleled enrichment programme – BowExtra 
– allows students to walk through them with confidence. 

Supporting us is an invaluable network of organisations 
whose impact can be seen across the school. They 
enrich students’ learning and offer opportunities to 
experience and prepare for the real world. 

These relationships help us inspire young minds to 
dream of greatness. I hope that you will sense this 
ambition throughout everything the school does and  
I would urge you to come and see us for yourselves. 

Danny Lye, Headteacher

      Inspire young 
minds to dream 
of greatness.

      This relentless dedication 
to personal improvement 
is what separates us from 
other schools.

AINHOA, YEAR 7

We have access to incredible facilities, and also an endless 
amount of clubs. I love all the extra activities and have been 
taking part in Gym Club, dance lessons and STEM club. 

These activities make it easy to meet new friends, which is so 
important when you’re starting a new school. 

It’s really different to my primary school, but the lessons are 
so great because we get to do so many new subjects.

      I chose Bow because 
it just had so many 
opportunities compared 
to the other schools  
I went to visit.



Helping students feel at home

Find your way to your  
new school 

Throughout summer we host a series of subject taster 
sessions for students to find out what it’s like to be in a 
secondary school lesson. It’s a really good way for them 
to experience subjects they won’t have tried yet.  

      My daughter has settled 
well and very quickly felt  
part of the Bow family. 
Year 7 parent

Towards the end of the summer term everyone joins us 
for a full day so they can see that there’s nothing to be 
worried about. 

Mentoring is important to us, so all new starters have 
a buddy from an older year group that they can talk to 
and ask questions. 

MR MORRIS AND MS MOHAMUD
Transition leaders

As the transition leads, we are focused on making sure that our 
new starters have the best possible start to life at their new school. 

We are the main contacts with the local primary schools, working 
with them to make sure those students joining us have access to 
all parts of our comprehensive Transition Programme. 

One of our favourite things is when students come and visit us 
for the first time. Whether that’s at our Friendship Afternoon or a 
taster day, it’s wonderful to be able to show off our extraordinary 
school and see how amazed people are! 

As you can see from the Transition Programme, we want to  
make sure that you as parents feel part of our community.  
We’ll be working with you from the day you get the offer letter.  
It’s important that you have confidence is us so that you know 
your child is getting the education they deserve.

      Showing people the 
school for the first time 
never gets old. They are 
always amazed by the 
incredible facilities we 
have access to!

We know that the sooner students adjust to their new surroundings, the sooner they will be able to achieve their potential. 

Our Transition Programme ensures that everyone – both students and parents – are comfortable joining a larger, unfamiliar 
environment.

Our Friendship Afternoon is your first chance to hear 
from the Headteacher, meet staff and familiarise 
yourself with the new surroundings. Meanwhile, your 
child will take part in fun activities as they meet their 
new classmates.

We organise meetings between our transition leaders 
and your child’s primary teachers. This gives us the 
chance to understand more about them, the way they 
learn and their aspirations for the future. 

Even with all these activities, we know you and your 
child may still be nervous. That’s why we get all Year 
7s to start the day before everyone else. They have 
the whole school to themselves!

Don’t worry, we haven’t forgotten about parents!  
We host a celebration evening for all Year 7 families  
to come and see what we’ve been doing in the first 
weeks, also giving you a great opportunity to meet 
other parents. 

A taste of Bow

A day in the life 

A familiar face  

Finding your feet

Getting to know you

Day 1

Celebrating new 
beginnings 



Bow is different to other schools because the teaching 
is tailored to you as an individual. Our teachers provide 
targeted support and resources when you need it, and provide 
opportunities for us to better ourselves. 

I have been lucky to attend the Model United Nations 
Conference twice. In the last one we were debating cyber 
security and we had to work as a team to write a paper, then 
presenting it to the other participants. 

My teachers have also encouraged me to take part in the 
Cambridge College Entrance Programme. We met students 
who showed us what it’s like to be there, but also how to 
make a strong application. The course really empowered me 
and boosted my confidence as I wouldn’t have thought it an 
option otherwise. 

After completing my GCSEs, I plan to study four A Levels 
and apply to Oxbridge. I am hoping to study a degree and 
become a software engineer because I really like coding.

Our curriculum has been designed to support 
our school vision of securing excellent outcomes 
for every Bow student, now and for future 
generations.

To achieve this, we use every lesson to expose our 
students to the best of what has been thought 
and said, providing them with the awareness and 
understanding to thrive in all walks of life. 

Delivering results

The curriculum and school day are designed to 
better prepare students for more demanding and 
content-heavy exams. 

Our Spiral Curriculum will help students embed 
the same knowledge throughout the key stages 
but increase in complexity as they get older. This 
ensures their understanding of subject matter is 
comprehensive. 

Additionally, longer but fewer lessons mean 
more uninterrupted lesson time, allowing in-
depth approaches to learning and skill building; 
this boosts students’ ability to communicate 
effectively, creatively solve problems, self-manage 
and work collaboratively.  

P4C for everyone

We are proud to be one of only a handful of 
UK schools to have achieved a gold award for 
Philosophy for Children (P4C), an approach to 
teaching and learning that challenges students 
and teachers to think and question more deeply.

P4C opens up discussion amongst classes 
and forces students to listen carefully, explore 
differences of opinion respectfully and value 
the ideas of others. We have found it fosters an 
atmosphere of open, creative discussion among 
students of all ages. 

“Pupils’ attitudes to learning are strong, and 
they take pride in their work.” Ofsted

Celebrating Success

Integral to our learning philosophy is a culture 
of celebration. Through fortnightly newsletters, 
assemblies and award ceremonies we highlight 
students who have excelled. Students’ successes 
act as beacons for those around them.

Delivering Academic 
Excellence

FEYISARA, YEAR 11
Joined from Culloden Primary School 

      The Cambridge College 
Entrance Programme really 
boosted my confidence as 
I wouldn’t have thought it 
an option otherwise.

     Teachers are skilled 
in using examination 
criteria to help pupils 
understand precisely 
what they need to do to 
make strong progress.

Ofsted



The school is so good at helping new students to feel at 
home. Staff are always checking in on us, explaining how 
things are done and where to go, and making sure we’re not 
too nervous to ask if we need help. 

My first year at school was incredible! I made some brilliant 
new friends and found a love of learning with so many new 
lessons. 

My highlight so far has been performing in the school 
production, Hairspray. My parents came to watch and 
were very proud. I was quite shy before but it helped to 
build my confidence. 

I’m also involved in the Student Council. As a group we 
voted to focus on raising awareness around knife crime.  
We are making a video that will be promoted inside school 
and to the local community. It’s really rewarding to be 
involved in something that may changes lives. 

RIDOUANE, YEAR 9
Joined from Bygrove Primary School 

      From the first 
time I walked in  
I knew I wanted to 
join Bow School.

Enriching students’ experience beyond the curriculum has proven benefits in the classroom;  
results improve by motivating them through activities that enhance, enable and extend  
their studies.

BowExtra! 

BowExtra! is our out of hours programme of 
learning and clubs. The diversity of activities 
means that we have something for everyone. 

From chess to fashion & textiles club, from 
the Spotlight Film Academy society to our 
award winning dance troupe, from the quiet 
reading club to those involved in our ReachOut 
Mentoring programme, we make sure there is 
something for everyone.

The Arts 

We have a thriving arts community in our school. 
Creative and talented students have seen the 
name Bow School become synonymous with 
artistic talent, whether that is music, art, theatre 
or dance. 

Sport

Sport is built into the fabric of community. With 
the Olympic Stadium visible from the school, 
our students are inspired by sporting greatness. 
Whether it’s the rooftop pitches, state-of-the-art 
gym, vast sports hall or outdoor courts, they have 
access to elite facilities. 

Beyond the thrill of competition, we also know 
the transformative impact sport can have on 
students’ mental and physical wellbeing, helping 
them to lead happier lives and achieve better 
academically. 

Enriching your child’s 
experience

     An extensive range of 
extra-curricular activities 
supports the curriculum 
well. These activities enable 
students to deepen their 
understanding of learning 
beyond the classroom.
Ofsted



We want your child to be a positive 
member of the 21st Century 
community. That is why we nurture 
students who are critical thinkers, 
problem solvers and relationship 
builders, and students who are 
self-aware, inquisitive, resourceful 
and passionate.

It is our aim that your child finishes 
their education with the confidence 
to be tomorrow’s leaders.  
We highlight the endless possibilities 
ahead of them and give them the 
ambition, skills and guidance to 
enter the workplace and seize the 
opportunities they earn. 

World Ready

World and Career Ready 

Career Ready

Personal development Building a portfolio of experience 

Incredible development opportunities Partnering with the best

PSHCE Guest lecturers

Drop-down Days Preparing for leadership  

Community outreach Careers advice 

We want to push students out of their comfort zone. 
At Bow, your child will be able to take part in national 
challenges like Debate Mate, Duke of Edinburgh Award 
and Model United Nations. Initiatives such as these 
help them to grow as individuals, leaders and team 
players, developing transformational skills that will 
stand them in good stead for the rest of their lives. 

Understanding expectations in the workplace 
environment is essential for young adults. This is 
why every student takes part in our work experience 
programme in Year 10 and 12. 

•  Duke of Edinburgh 
Award

•  Into University 
Programme

• Debate Mate

• Model United Nations

• Student Council

And so many more! 

Through our expanding network of partners we cater 
for a vast variety of career aspirations. In recent years 
students have spent time with accountants, music 
producers, lawyers, doctors, politicians, civil servants – 
the list goes on and on. 

Our PSHCE programme helps students develop fully 
as rounded individuals. We cover a whole range of 
topics that helps students to make informed and 
sensible decisions on a range of subjects, including 
feelings and relationships, anti-social behaviour and 
digital safety.

Speakers4Schools organise visitors to come and 
showcase a variety of different career pathways. 
There is no better way to understand what it takes 
to be successful than hearing from people who have 
achieved success themselves, learning about how they 
did it and what motivated them.

Across the year we suspend the normal curriculum so 
students can work with each other across year groups. 
During these days we deliver elements of our PSHCE 
curriculum as well as giving students the opportunity 
to complete cross curricular projects.

Taking on responsibility plays a role in boosting every 
child’s maturity, helping them grow in confidence, 
respect differing opinions and understand the 
importance of communication. Students have 
several avenues to nurture their leadership style and 
capabilities, including mentoring, student council, 
inclusion committee and sports leaders. 

Being an involved part of the community is important 
because it shows students how they can have a 
positive impact on those around them. We partner 
with local and national organisations to give students 
a greater understanding of today’s social issues.

Everyone needs help when making life defining 
decisions. This is why your child will have access to a 
qualified, independent careers advisor, who gives them 
bespoke one-to-one advice and a careers action plan.

Built into the school’s fabric is our ethos that we want students to be World and Career Ready. This means we prepare 
them beyond the classroom so they can seize the opportunities that are available to them now and in the future. 

     Leaders develop pupils’ 
life skills, as well as their 
academic skills. There is a 
wide range of opportunities 
for pupils to develop 
their leadership skills, 
including by being pupil 
representatives.
Ofsted

     Students work with 
business mentors who 
support them with 
applications and interviews 
for university, employment 
and apprenticeships.
Ofsted

     Pupils are increasingly well 
prepared for the next stage 
because they are taking appropriate 
qualifications and achieving well. 
Combined with good-quality careers 
advice, this is giving pupils the self-
confidence to progress successfully 
to appropriate places of education, 
training and employment
Ofsted



BOW SCHOOL
44 Twelvetrees Crescent, London  E3 3QW
T: 020  7536 5525 
W: bow-school.org.uk
E: bs@bow-school.org.uk
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Determination
• Working hard to maximise opportunities

• Embracing challenges with a positive attitude

•  Understanding that making mistakes is an essential part 
of learning

• Keeping going when things are difficult or challenging

•  Seeing the targets we set ourselves as the least we  
should achieve 

Adaptability
• Being prepared to try different approaches to learning

• Being prepared to work with a wide range of people

• Working well independently and with others

• Finding creative solutions to problems

• Communicating effectively and appropriately with others 

Respect
• Valuing others and the contribution they make

•  Embracing diversity and understanding that this improves 
our community

• Sharing in and celebrating other’s success

•  Seeking opportunities to make a positive difference in our 
community

• Engaging in learning and allowing others to do so too

Curiosity 

•  Being inquisitive about the world and questioning what  
we see

• Investigating how things work

• Enjoying gaining new knowledge and skills

• Learning more about the people around us

•  Understanding and embracing the possibilities available 
to achieve a successful future

Our Values
Our core values drive our pursuit of educational excellence. When you visit the school, you will immediately see how important 
these values are to our community. They can be found in every hallway and every classroom. 

By living and breathing our values we can nurture the following attributes within everyone in our school community to provide 
them with the best springboard for success.


