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WELCOME
Welcome, to the first edition of the Bow Sixth Form Newsletter, of the year 2022/23. 

I would like to take the opportunity to introduce myself, Mr Khan, as over the summer of 2022 I was appointed Head of 
Sixth Form. I am very much looking forward to contributing to the existing success and culture of excellence maintained 
by Bow Sixth Form, evident when reflecting on this summer exam results, which saw a record number of students 
achieve A*-A grades, outperforming the national average and gaining entry to an array of prestigious universities.

As a result of our continued trajectory of success, not limited to only results but in our evolving curriculum, elite 
enrichment programme and vision of being World and Career Ready, there have been a record increase in applications 
to our Sixth Form, and we look forward to continuing growing and serving the local people of Tower Hamlets, and the 
boroughs beyond.

This edition of the Bow Sixth Form newsletter reflects all that we have to celebrate. From the end of a successful year 
to the start of another, outstanding exam results and destinations, our new Senior Ambassador team and our newest 
cohort. I hope you enjoy reading all about what we have been up to, and share in our triumphs. 

In the Autumn term, we warmly welcomed students from Bow School and others from this across this borough and 
neighbouring ones, wanting to find out more about our offer. It was a pleasure to see so many faces, and I hope to 
welcome you all again soon, when we launch our transition programme following the application deadline. If you still 
want to find out more, or would like to have a meeting with myself and a member of the Senior Ambassador Team, 
please do not hesitate to get in touch, we would love to meet you.

I am incredibly proud to be leading Bow Sixth Form, and building upon the existing strong foundations that have 
supported so many students on to their chosen pathways and achieving their aspirations. 

Mr Khan, Head of Sixth Form 

Still looking for 
a Sixth Form place?

Contact us to find out more 
about Bow Sixth Form. 

Deadlines for application 
17th February 2023.

LIFE AT BOW SIXTH FORM

CALLING ALL ECONOMICS 
The below diagram was created by Year 13 students 
Daniel and Najib. Whilst completing a recent essay,  
Daniel and Najib debated and discussed the  
implications of a windfall tax on energy suppliers.  
To their astonishment they could not find a diagram 
online detailing the implications. Is their representation 
correct?

JOINING US
We were thrilled to welcome students to our open evening 
in October, which saw students visiting us from across the 
borough, to find out more of our exciting offer, including our 
broad curriculum and exciting enrichment programme. Our 
Sixth Form has recently expanded to its largest ever cohort, 
with its best ever exam results! If you would still like to apply, 
please contact our school office to find out more. 

GO APE!
As the end of the academic year drew to a close, Year 12 BTEC 
Business students organised an excursion to Go Ape, as part 
of their coursework project. Entailing a Student Voice panel to 
discuss options and the completion of administration tasks to 
ensure the event could go ahead, the planning was meticulous, 
but what more could have been expected of Bow students? 
With much excitement amid the 40C heat, students enjoyed a 
fantastic trip, with many facing their fears at an extraordinary 
height and venturing across London’s longest zip wire. 

SAYING GOODBYE
Back in June, we bid a sad farewell to our Year 13 cohort, 
the class of 2022. Celebrations commenced outside the 
Waterside Theatre, as we rolled out the red carpet for photo 
opportunities as students joined us for the final time. Inside, 
students enjoyed a decadent buffet in our transformed 
space and listened to speeches, delivered by the Sixth Form 
team. Students Michael and Amirah paid a fitting tribute 
to their time at the Sixth Form, and Ms Franklyn closed the 
evening with her own goodbye, with many in tears at her 
final send-off speech. We wish them all the very best in their 
next endeavours and hope to welcome them back to our 
prestigious alumni network soon!

WORLD AND CAREER READY
As part of our efforts to ensure that all students who leave 
us are World and Career Ready, Sixth Form students joined 
the rest of the school in our annual Careers Fair, which was 
a resounding success. We would like to extend our thanks to 
all of the colleges, universities and businesses’ that attended 
to share their knowledge, experience and opportunities with 
our students. They all took away valuable insights and were 
inspired and confident about their next steps. 



Choosing the right Sixth Form isn’t an easy decision to make, but if you are looking for somewhere that will help 
you to navigate your own pathway, to support and challenge you, and aid in the identification of your ambitions 
and what you need to attain it, then Bow Sixth Form is the right step for you to take. 

Closing date 
for applications:

17th February 2023

WHY JOIN US? 

A Message from the Student Ambassador Team
As Student Ambassadors, we take great pride in our Sixth Form.

We are proud to be part this small but perfectly formed Sixth Form, which is relentless in its drive to provide students with a 
choice of courses, suited for every pathway, and an incredible enrichment programme which offers experiences second to none. 

As a group of like-minded individuals, we have been overwhelmed by the opportunities that we have enjoyed in our roles as 
Ambassadors, progressing from Year 12 to Senior Ambassadors and as students at the Bow Sixth Form. From individualised 
support to world class mentoring, access to universities, apprenticeships and the world of work to trips across the country – it 
truly has been an incredible year, and still, the best is yet to come. 

Speaking from experience, we know that whatever your future goals might be, whether it is university, an apprenticeship or 
straight into the world of work, the teachers at Bow Sixth Form are on hand to offer the guidance and access to practical 
experiences that will set us apart from the crowd. For us, we are about to embark on a pretty important year, but feel confident 
with the rest of Bow Sixth Form behind us, we can achieve our ambitions. 

The only question is, are you ready to join us?

Sumaiya, Samiya and Waleed

Each year, we elect and warmly welcome the Senior Ambassador Team to the prestigious post. Tasked with 
responsibilities designed to encourage the development of leadership skills, create opportunities for paid work and 
tasked to effect real change across both the school and Sixth Form.

For the Class of 2023, Year 13 students Sumaiya, Samiya and Waleed have taken up the post. We congratulate them 
on their appointment and look forward to catching up with them later in the year to find out more about their role.

“�I am so proud to have 
been elected as a Senior 
Ambassador and am very 
much looking forward to 
leading the Sixth Form, 
alongside Waleed and Samiya. 
Throughout my time at 
Bow School, I have gained a 
sense of responsibility, self-
confidence and eye opening 
experiences, and it is my 
aim that whilst in the Senior 
Ambassador Role, I can share some of the wisdom and 
skills gained. In the role, I will do my best to assist and 
encourage the growth of other students in their process 
of expanding their knowledge, as well as getting 
them involved more in the Sixth Form community and 
ensuring that everyone feels happy and well-supported 
in their time here.”

“�I am so excited to embark on the Senior Ambassador role, to be working with other 
Ambassadors in achieving our shared goal of helping students across both the school 
and Sixth Form to thrive. I chose to stay on in the Bow Sixth Form because I felt that 
the learning environment was incredible. We are a tight-knit, supportive community, 
provided with just enough challenge to grow but enough support that we always feel 
confident in our studies and decisions. Whilst in my role, I want to talk to younger 
students about how the school and Sixth Form can help them to achieve their goals as 
it has for me, and work closely with the Year 12 Ambassador Team to ensure they enjoy 
their time here, just as I have done!”

“ �I really believe in the 
importance of working 
together, and am honoured 
to have been selected to 
lead the Ambassador Team. 
I hope to represent the 
Sixth Form to the best of 
my abilities, I look forward 
to leading the Year 12 
Ambassadors and want 
to ensure that our team 
represents the voices of the 
community. I also hope whilst in the role to gain 
more skills – to further grow in confidence, develop 
leadership skills and enhance my public speaking 
abilities, all of which will go a long way in supporting 
my university applications and equipping me with 
qualities that will serve me for the rest of my life.”

 Sumaiya  

 Waleed  

Samiya 

What we can offer you…
•3 Highly specialised teachers who are experts in their field 

•3 �Incredible outcomes: examination results increase year on 
year, with over a third of students progressing on to Russell 
Group Universities in the last three years: two students have 
obtained places at Cambridge University and two Bow Sixth 
Form alumni are reading Medicine at Oxbridge Universities

•3 �Small class sizes ensure that every student has the required 
level of challenge and support 

•3 �Regular opportunities for mentoring and coaching from 
industry leaders and inspirational speakers, supporting 
with careers advice, study strategies, university and career 
applications and so much more 

•3 �Specialist tutors are on hand to provide specific guidance on 
university progression, career options and studying skills

•3 �Visits to a wide range of universities and funded travel to 
open days, lecture sessions and summer placements 

•3 �An extensive enrichment programme designed to extend 
knowledge and experiences beyond the classroom and 
enhance physical and mental wellbeing 

•3 �Prospects to build cultural capital through extensive field 
trips and experiences linked to career ambitions, subjects and 
course content

•3 �The chance to get actively involved in outreach work including 
volunteering and partnerships with primary schools and other 
community and global initiatives 

•3 �Experience the world of work through networking events and 
work placements, tailored to fit your aspirations and interests 

•3 �Opportunities to attend taster sessions and summer schools 
through our key local, national and global partners

•3 �Initiatives to support access into Oxbridge and other 
prestigious universities include interview and entrance exam 
preparation 

•3 �Contribute to Bow School and Sixth Form in our Student Voice 
programmes, to prepare and motivate you in representing 
yourself

•3 �Boost resilience, leadership and team building skills through 
an array of international schemes, including Duke of 
Edinburgh, Model Westminster, DebateMate and Model 
United Nations

•3 �Exclusive partnerships include Aim2Attain Programme with 
Tower Hamlets EBP, Barclays at Canary Wharf, and Bank of 
America offer valuable support, experiences and insights; 
from internships and work shadowing to interview skills and 
personal statement support

•3 �Leadership opportunities: Sports Leader Award, paid 
lunchtime supervisory roles, paid tuition roles working with 
Year 11 students, membership of our prestigious student 
ambassador team and coaching and mentoring programme 
with younger students

•3 Our trained pastoral team offer outstanding care and support

•3 �Facilities across campus include the Sixth Form centre, 
specialist dance, drama and performance spaces, state-of-
the-art gym facilities and spacious student common room

•3 �Dedicated transition programme ensuring all students, both 
internal and external, benefit from a smooth transition into 
the Sixth Form and are ready to begin their next chapter. 



Michael McCartney (4 A*s)
Michael is Bow School’s top 
achieving Sixth Form student and 
has secured his place at Imperial 
College London to study Physics. He 
achieved a total of four outstanding 
A Levels in Chemistry, Physics, 
Maths and Further Maths. Michael 
has always enjoyed Physics and is 
already considering a PhD in Physics 
followed by a possible career in 
Theoretical Physics. He talks proudly 
of Bow Sixth Form saying: 

“�Because class sizes are small, you get bespoke support  
from teachers, and they always made sure I knew 
when I needed to do more work. I have always had 
an interest in uncovering the perfect order of the 
universe and my advice to younger students is to enjoy 
your subjects, study it not for the grade but because 
you want to learn more to attain knowledge and an 
understanding of the world you live in.”

Mohibur Rahman (BTec Business – D*D*D) 
Mohibur achieved the equivalent 
of A*A*A in A Level terms and 
will now go on to study Financial 
Economics at either the University 
of Westminster or City, University  
of London. Mohibur has ambitions 
to be a financial advisor and was 
inspired when he took on work 
experience at NatWest. 
He describes Bow Sixth Form as...

“�a very friendly environment; 
you are able to work knowing 
that support is always available. 
This support has been constant 
with excellent advice on UCAS, 
university prep, workshops on 
skills building, and mentors that 
are always available.”

Mohammed Nasim Niah (A*AA) 
Mohammed, who joined us from 
Marner Primary School, has scored 
a fantastic set of results with an 
A* in Economics, and two As in 
Psychology and Politics. He will be 
going on to King’s College London 
to study Political Economy. 
Mohammed praised his teachers 
for their encouragement and said: 

“�The staff genuinely want the 
best for you. I was pushed 
to get involved with extra-
curricular activities to support 
my studies and the staff were always 
looking out for my wellbeing.”

Zakia Kerris (3A*s)
Zakia achieved an amazing set of 
A* grades in Economics, Politics and 
History. She will now be attending 
Queen Mary University of London 
to study History. She credits Bow 
Sixth Form teachers with her 
success saying: 

“�The one-to-one support, 
tutoring and small class sizes 
at Bow really helped me to 
achieve my goals. My advice to 
other students is start revising 
early on!”

MEET OUR SIXTH FORM COHORT

•	� This year 43% of students achieved 3A*A grades or equivalent, with a 57% increase in students 
achieving AAB grades or equivalent 

•	 A 39% increase in one or more A-B grades since exams were last sat in 2019

•	� The overall average grade score has increased by an impressive 2.5 grades to a B- in what have 
been challenging years for Sixth Forms across the country.

Once again, Sixth Form students and staff celebrated impressive results in this years’ 
examinations. The results show year on year improvements and have also significantly increased 
since the last time students physically sat these exams in 2019:

Stunning results were achieved across a wide range of subjects including Economics, History, Physics, Maths and Government 
+ Politics. Students have been rewarded by being able to follow their career aspirations by attending the best universities in 
the country, including Russell Group universities, to take up studies in their specialist subjects.

“�Our small and vibrant Sixth Form has seen exceptional performances and 
our young people continue to truly inspire us. Students and staff have 
worked extremely hard over the last two years and thoroughly deserve these 
achievements. We will continue to focus on developing our young people 
through high quality teaching and student enrichment as we become an 
excellent school in every way, ensuring that our students leave us World and 

Career Ready. We wish the class of 2022 every 
success in the future and look forward 

to welcoming them back to share 
their success stories with us!” 

Headteacher, Danny Lye

BEST EVER RESULTS FOR BOW 
SCHOOL SIXTH FORM STUDENTS!



BOW SCHOOL

44 Twelvetrees Crescent, London  E3 3QW

T: 020 7536 5525 

W: bow-school.org.uk

E: bs@bow-school.org.uk

MEET OUR STUDENTS
What sets our Sixth Form apart is how we enable every student to fulfil their potential and realise their ambitions; 
we provide the perfect platform for ambitious students to carve out a successful future: supporting beyond the 
classroom, providing knowledge, resources and experiences and bespoke pathways.

Whilst the Sixth Form experience differs greatly to what students are used to, the transition to post-16 education 
couldn’t be easier at the Bow Sixth Form. Through a series of workshops, activities and 1:1 meeting, we are certain 
that every student, whether continuing from Bow School or joining us in Year 12, are settled, secure and confident 
of their next steps, long before September.

Meet Iftekhar
Iftekhar joined Bow Sixth Form from Bobby Moore Academy, 
studying BTEC Applied Sciences and with ambitions to pursue 
an apprenticeship in Civil Engineering.

“ �Bow Sixth Form was recommended to me by a friend, 
who told me it is an excellent place to study, with 
supportive teachers, brilliant facilities and great 
opportunities – they weren’t wrong! The teachers 
always make a conscious effort to explain concepts 
in different ways, helping me to breakdown and 
understand difficult ideas and strategies, and apply 
my learning into real life contexts. 
 I am really looking forward to results day next year, 
and celebrating grades which are reflective of my 
time here. I also look forward to exploring different 
post-Sixth Form opportunities, as I know that the Sixth 
Form puts a big emphasis on getting us to be World 
and Career Ready. 
I would recommend the Bow Sixth Form no doubt, 
to internal and external applicants. The staff team 
and students are very welcoming and tried to ensure 
I settled in well and the transition from secondary 
education was smooth”

Meet Claudia
With aspirations of reading Law at University and specialising 
in the Criminal sector, Claudia is currently studying English 
Literature, History and Psychology at Bow Sixth Form, and 
transitioned up from Bow School this September.

“ �There was never a question of where I would attend 
Sixth Form, I always knew it would be Bow. Having 
attended the school for 5 years and achieved excellent 
GCSE results, I was confident that the Sixth Form would 
support me in replicating my success, and enable me to 
achieve the grades I need to accomplish my goals. 
Already, the Sixth Form has provided me with plenty of 
opportunities that have helped to develop my knowledge 
and experiences, and supported me in my Sixth Form 
journey. This term I have engaged in the mentoring 
programme, which has helped me to decide which route 
of law I want to pursue, and in the future will support 
me through the UCAS application process, providing 
guidance and advice and putting me in the best position 
to secure my first-choice universities. 
I am looking forward to learning new skills – both 
academic and life. I know it might be tough to study 
three essay-based subjects, but I know that with the 
support (and challenge!) of my teachers, I will succeed 
and use it as a learning curve for the future”


